
 

 

Growing your Medinilla miniata plant 
 

Medinilla miniata is a very recent introduction to Australia. It is a medium shrub, 
growing to around 2 metres. The large, almost succulent leaves are heavily veined and 
make an attractive contrast in the garden, they can grow as long as 60cm!!! 
 

Of course the outstanding feature of this plant are the flowers. They are formed in 
very large pendulous racemes. The brilliantly crimson flowers have yellow stigmas 
and blue pollen tubes, a stunning contrast.  

When your plant arrives, it is important to get it potted up as soon as possible. I would 
use a standard 150-200 mm pot.  This species is epiphytic in its home range, but it is 
easily grown as a pot specimen. I use an orchid mix, it should have plenty of chunky 
material in it, like scoria, orchid bark, charcoal etc and also some fine material like 
river sand, fine scoria, fine diatomite rock etc. The mix needs to hold moisture but be 
well drained. Add a teaspoon of Osmocote and water in well. 

Keep your plant in bright filtered light for a few weeks. In time it will harden up to  
some early morning sun but they do not tolerate hot sun. Keep them damp by a heavy 
watering 2 or 3 times a week, more in hot weather. 

Pot on as needed, the roots are quite fast growing. Occasional trimming after the bulk 
of the flowering has finished will form a more compact plant. Feed once or twice a 
year with 9 month osmocote (I use 'Exact' myself). 

The only major pests of this plant are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl.  

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


