
Growing your Vanilla Orchid 

 

The Vanilla vine is mostly epiphytic in its growth, but to get it started you will need to pot it 
into a 100 mm pot using a good quality Cymbidium orchid mix or a well drained commercial 
potting mix such as Searle’s. Add a flat teaspoon of Osmocote or Magamp to the mix. Put a 
piece of hardwood bark, tree-fern or untreated timber in the pot to get the roots started on a 
support. For added stability, I put the 100mm pot inside a larger pot filled with gravel. Don’t 
be tempted to over pot your vine at this stage, keep the roots restricted a little in a smaller pot, 
you’ll find it so much easier to handle the plant later. 

Keep the vine in a bright location while it is establishing itself; keep it out of direct sun at this 
stage. Once it is growing strongly, the vine will be quite happy to accept some morning sun, 
if it gets too much sun the leaves will yellow and scorch. 

Once the vine is well established in a pot, you can either keep it in a container or plant it out 
in the garden next or a tree or frame of some sort. Bear in mind that if left untrimmed, the 
vine can race 20 metres up a tree, making it darn hard to pollinate the flowers! There is no 
need to let it get huge, a well contained vine will produce many vanilla pods if pollinated. 

Establish your plant in a well drained soil and keep the roots damp. As the plant grows, the 
roots at the base of the plant provide less nutrients and water to the plant and the adventitious 
roots that hold it to its support become more important. I recommend watering the foliage and 
adventitious roots regularly and also liquid fertilising around once a month during the 
growing season. 

There is a great amount of information available on the internet with regard to pollination of 
the Vanilla flowers, including some great photos that will help you achieve good results.  

Best of luck with your plant, do get in touch if I can be of any further help. 

Steve (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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