
 

 

Growing your Typhonium tuber 
Voodoo Lily or Carrion Flower 

 

Typhonium is a genus off bizarre looking Aroids, all have smelly flowers that are 
pollinated by flies and other creatures that are attracted to the scent of rotting meat.  

They have a growing season and a period of dormancy when they die back to their 
tuber. Most die back around March and re-emerge in September, but this can be quite 
variable depending on weather and temperature. 

When your tuber arrives, pot it up immediately. I will recommend a suitable pot size 
when I contact you at some time after the auction. Use a very open potting mix, I 
would suggest a commercial potting mix with around 20% added coarse river sand or 
5mm scoria. If these are not available, try such material as Diatomite rock, Pearlite or 
similar materials. Tubers around 10 cm in diameter should be placed about 5 cm 
below the soil surface, tubers around 3 to 5cm should be placed 2 cm below the 
surface. Add the recommended amount of Osmocote to the soil. 

While dormant, just keep the soil slightly damp. Around August increase your 
watering a little and when the plant is emerging it must be kept moist at all times. 

There’s not much more to do except watch your plant grow. When it starts to yellow 
off at the end of the season start to reduce the watering frequency. Do not cut the leaf 
off until it is fully yellow and soft. 

After it is fully dormant, remove the tuber from the pot, wash off the old soil and re-
pot. You may need to go up a couple of pot sizes for the first year or two. 

The only major pests of palms are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed, or if you are desperate, sprayed with the 
insecticide Carbaryl. Mealy bugs and Aphis can also be a problem, usually this is as a 
result of poor air movement or infestation by ants. Small numbers can be squashed by 
hand or large infestations controlled with Confidor or Rogor. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


