
Growing your Tillandsia seed 

 

These seeds are small and light, open your packet over a sheet of paper and out of the wind!! 

These feathery seeds are designed to be blown by the wind and then to attach themselves to 
rough textured surfaces like tree bark, rocks etc. I recommend the following method of 
germination. 

First, build a simple square frame, about 30 cm across, using 2cm x 2 cm timber. 

You may know of the shade material nurseries use to protect their plants from the sun, it is 
usually a black or green plastic mesh. It is known in Australia as shade cloth. Cut a square of 
this material to fit your frame and staple or tack it to the frame, making what looks a little like 
a sieve. If you want you can attach 4 wires to the frame and make it a hanging frame. 

Now just spread the seeds across the surface of the mesh and water them lightly with a fine 
mist. (You can get several species on the one frame, but do label them!!)  

Mist the seeds several times a day and let them grow on the mesh until they are about the size 
of a match head. At this stage I like to move them onto a piece of polystyrene foam. There is 
no need to glue them, just lay them flat and continue misting them each day;  twice a day will 
be sufficient at this stage. 

When about the size of a pea, using builders glue (Liquid Nails in Australia) attach them to a 
piece of cork, bark or untreated timber. Let them grow to at least 2 cm before attaching them 
onto individual pieces of timber or a display. 

I water my adult Tillandsia at least 3 times a week in the summer and a little less in winter. If 
the leaves start to curl it means that they are not getting sufficient water. If they get very dry, 
you must immerse the whole plant in a bucket of water overnight to rehydrate it. 

They are fantastic when used in association with other Bromeliads in displays, I even grow 
them directly on my brick house, looks great. I hope you enjoy growing your Tillys too!     
Do get in touch if I can help you with any further advice. 

Cheers 

Steve (wackos@westnet.com.au) 

© Steve Jackson 2008 

 


