
Growing your Tillandsia plant 

 

Tillandsia or Air-Plants are a wonderful group of Bromeliads from the Southern U.S.A and 
South America. Most of them are epiphytes, growing on trees, rocks, houses, power lines and 
even Cactus. 

Your plant has been grown on a piece of hardwood in plenty of morning sun, with protection 
from hot afternoon sun. These are the ideal light levels that you will need to replicate. 

You have a choice to either mount your plant on an individual piece of hardwood, cork or 
similar, or mount it as part of a display on a larger piece of timber or even a tree branch. To 
fix your plant to the support, you’ll need some glue that is not soluble in water. I use Liquid 
Nails, but any builder’s glue that is not water soluble is fine. 

Just put a good blob of glue on one side of the base of the plant, attempting to leave plenty of 
the stem base free of glue as this is where further roots with originate from. Use a bit of wire 
or twine to hold the plant in place until the glue hardens. Alternatively you can use a hot glue 
gun in association with the builder’s glue; this will hold the plant in position until the 
builder’s glue hardens. 

Leave the plant for 24 hours and then give it a good soaking. I water my plants 3 or 4 times a 
week in summer, and a couple of times a week in winter. If you forget to water for a long 
period, the leaves will curl and the plant will look unwell. To save its life, plunge the entire 
plant in a bucket of water and leave it for 6 to 8 hours to rehydrate. 

There is no need to fertilise your plant, water and sun are all they need. Eventually your plant 
will flower and produce pups, these can be removed to increase your collection or left to form 
impressive clumps.  

Good luck with your plant, should you need any further help, do drop me a line anytime. 

Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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