
 
 

Growing your Tacca sp “Madagascar” and  
Tacca leontopetaloides “Hawaiian Form” 

 

Tacca sp ‘Madagascar’ and Tacca leontopetaloides ‘Hawaiian Form’ are tuberous 
forms of the genus that have an active growing season in the warmer months, then a 
dormant period where the foliage dies back to the ground from about April to 
August/Sept. Once the tubers are of sufficient size they will produce large complex 
flowers with long, whisker-like appendages.  

Your tuber is dormant on arrival. The tuber of both species should be lifted from the 
soil, washed and stored dry and out of soil while dormant. (Store indoors in an 
unheated well ventilated area) You will know when to plant your tuber when the tiny 
bud on top of the tuber begins to swell. 

Your tuber should be potted up in a good quality potting mix such as Searle’s brand to 
which is added about 30% Perlite, 5mm diatomite rock, 5mm scoria or other coarse 
aggregate to help improve drainage. Add the appropriate amount of osmocote. Pot 
size is dependent on the size of the tuber, as a guide the pot size should be at least 4 
times the diameter of the tuber. The depth you plant the tuber depends on the size of 
the tuber. I plant mine about the same depth as the thickness of the tuber, so if the 
tuber is 3cm deep, you plant the tuber 3cm below the surface, got it!  
Should rot be detected on the tuber, simply scrape away obviously damaged tissue, 
wash well and pack the lesion with a paste of Copper Oxychloride. 

Keep your plant well watered while growing, but when it is going dormant cut 
watering right back until the leaf is totally dry. Keep in bright filtered light. The 
Madagascan species can take early morning sun. 
 
The only major pests of these plants are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl and 
rarely Mealy Bug which can be controlled by a systemic chemical such as Confidor. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 


