
 

 

Growing your Saraca  
 

Saraca are one of  several plants known as Handkerchief trees. This comes from the  
fact that the new growth emerges as a cascade of soft, pendulous, pink or red foliage. 
In time the foliage begins to stiffen and the colours fade to green. The colourful new 
foliage and the masses of orange/yellow blooms make this a magnificent specimen 
tree for the tropical and sub-tropical garden. 

Saraca are generally a small, open tree. The flowers appear both on the smaller 
branches and also on the trunk. Saraca respond very well to pruning, so you can 
restrict the size of your plant quite readily.  

When your plant arrives, it is important to get it potted up as soon as possible. I would 
use a standard 150 mm pot and a high quality potting mix such as Searle’s Premium. 
Add a teaspoon of Osmocote and water in well. 

Keep your plant in very bright filtered light for around a month to let the roots          
re-establish and then slowly move to a little morning sun. Pot onto a 20 cm pot when 
the roots fill the smaller one. By the time the roots fill the 20 cm pot it will be 
established enough to be planted out. 

In the garden, Saraca like a sunny aspect, ideally with filtered afternoon sun. Keep the 
roots well mulched and water well during dry periods. Feeding is not essential, but I’d 
give a couple of feeds a year using Dynamic Lifter for the first three or four years of 
growth. 

The only pest of this tree are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and Caterpillars, 
these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


