
Growing your Ginger 
Pleuranthodium sp.

Ginger plants grow from a rhizome that run along just under the soil. Some forms are 
clumping and others run everywhere and are a pain in the proverbial, I don’t sell those 
guys!

This un-named species of Pleuranthodium is a small clumping variety reaching only 
around 60cm in height. The foliage is lush and glossy with a top rate variegation of 
the new growth. It is unusual in that the variegation is mainly on the lower half of the 
plant, the upper leaves are mainly green. It makes for a very striking effect!
The flowers are pendulous and cream in colour, these are produced at the tips of each 
stem.

When you plant arrives, pot it up using a top quality potting mix such as ‘Searles 
Premium’ in a 150 mm pot. Water it in well and add a level teaspoon of osmocote to 
the soil. 

Keep damp, not boggy though. Keep your plant out of direct sun, just bright filtered 
light with maybe a little early morning sun is the best location.

This plant is ideal for pot culture, but can be grown outdoors in normal garden soil in 
tropical and sub-tropical zones. Feed a couple of times a year with either osmocote or 
Dynamic Lifter.

When the flower-head has finished and is dying back, either trim the flower-head off 
or cut the entire stem off at the base. The advantage of just removing the flower is that 
the stem is still able to photosynthesise until it eventually yellows and will have to be 
removed. This may have some importance while the plant is establishing, but when it 
is a good sized clump the benefits of leaving the stem attached are small. This applies 
to all gingers and Heliconia.

Hope these pointers help, do drop me a line if I can be of any further assistance.

Cheers for now,

Steve
(blanchett@westnet.com.au)


