
Growing your Pitcairnia sanguinea 
 
Pitcairnia sanguinea come in two forms, the green leaf form and the amazingly colourful red 
form. Both prefer a very bright position with morning sun and filtered afternoon sun. This 
species is an ideal pot specimen, but can be successfully grown in the garden, in this case you 
need to dig plenty of scoria gravel into the soil to ensure good drainage. 
 
When your plant or pup arrives, it is important to get it out of the bag and potted up as soon 
as possible. The material you use as a soil medium needs to be well drained, but maintain 
moisture for several days. 
 
Pitcairnia like a less open mix than many bromeliads, we find a 50% mix of a good quality 
potting mix and 5 mm scoria gravel ideal. You only need to water the plant a couple of times 
a week to maintain damp but not wet soil. 
 
Other materials that you may be able to obtain are Diatomous rock, a sedimentary rock that 
holds many times its own weight of water, orchid bark, coarse sand and Pearlite. All help to 
create better drainage when mixed with potting mix.  
 
I feed my Pitcairnia a couple of times a year with Osmocote, it just kicks them along and 
lushes them up, but is not essential. It is better to use less than more with these and many 
Bromeliads. 
 
Keep the plant free of old leaves, and always be on the lookout for pests. The worst are a tiny 
black scale and a pale coloured scale that can kill your plants. I suggest a systemic chemical 
such as Rogor or Folimat to fix this, but beware, Rogor and many other chemicals are 
poisonous. Wear protective gloves and mask when spraying. Do not use White Oil on 
bromeliads, it blocks the essential water absorbing structures called Trichomes. 
 
Best of luck with your plant, and do drop me a line if I can provide further information later 
on. 
 
Take care. 
Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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