
 

 

Growing your Piper sp  'Daka Mustard' 
Betel Nut Pepper 

 

Piper sp 'Daka Mustard'is an attractive, glossy leaved vine from Papua New Guinea. It 
is easy to grow and quite vigorous when established. It is one of the species of Pepper 
used by the indigenous people to chew along with their Betel Nut seeds and a small 
amount of Lime to obtain a short lasting intoxicating 'Buzz'. It's some buzz, I can tell 
you!  

In the case of this Piper species, the immature flower heads are chewed, usually 
dipped in the lime first. Other species of Piper are also used, such as Piper Betel, in 
this case the leaf is chewed. 

When your plant arrives, it is important to get it potted up as soon as possible. I would 
use a standard 150 mm pot and a high quality potting mix such as Searle’s Premium 
brand. Add a teaspoon of Osmocote and water in well. 

If you are keeping your plant in a pot, place a stake or piece of bark or similar in the 
pot for the plant to climb on. In the garden this plant will need to be trained onto a 
fence, tree trunk or lattice. 

Keep your plant in bright filtered light, some morning sun is fine but not hot summer 
sun. Consistent soil moisture is critical and will encourage healthy growth, but keep 
your plant damp, not boggy. 

Feed your plant twice a year with Osmocote and pot up as needed until it is planted 
out in the garden. A complete fertiliser or Dynamic Lifter is fine once they are planted 
out. 

The only major pests of this plant are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl and 
rarely Mealy Bug which can be controlled by a systemic chemical such as Confidor. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


