
Growing your Philodendron melanochrysum 
 

 
 
 

Philodendron melanochrysum (previously named as P. andreanum) is a tropical, 
epiphytic climber. It is native to Colombia and Costa Rica and is grown for its 
enormous leaves, which can grow up to 1m (3ft) long. Melanochrysum means black 
gold - used to describe the tiny golden sparkles sometimes seen on the leaves in 
sunlight. 

The bright yellow veining of adult leaves contrasts beautifully with the dark leaf 
surface; when seen from underneath they seem to glow. Plants can easily reach a 
height of 6m (20ft); the leaves get larger as the plant grows higher up the support.  
 
Although it will grow in reasonably well-lit places, it prefers bright shade or dappled 
shade conditions. It prefers a warm environment, but will tolerate temperatures as low 
as 15°C (60°F). To keep the foliage healthy and looking its best plants need a humid 
environment, but again can tolerate the lower humidity of most houses. For best 
results, mist the foliage regularly, or stand the pot on a saucer of moist pebbles or 
sand. Water frequently to keep the compost evenly moist, but not soggy; never let the 
plant stand in water. 

When your plant arrives it is important to pot it up as soon as possible. I’d use at least 
a 150 mm pot and a good quality potting mix like ‘Searles premium’ brand. Water in 
well and add a teaspoon of osmocote to the mix. Keep it in a warm and humid 
environment and it would be an idea to mist the leaves now and then to help the roots 
re-establish. Pot on as the roots fill each pot size and remember to feed occasionally 
with osmocote as recommended on the package. An application of foliar fertiliser 
monthly during warmer times of the year will also help the plant reach its full 
potential. Brands such as Aquasol, Thrive or Fish Emulsion are fine. 

 
Hope these pointers help, do drop me a line if I can be of any further assistance. 
 
 
Cheers for now, 
 
 
 
Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 


