
 

Growing your Nepenthes 

 

When your plant arrives, it is important to pot it up as soon as possible. I use the following 
mix, it is by far the best mix I have used in 30 years of growing these plants. It is free 
draining but retains moisture in the porous ingredients. 

• 70%  Chopped Coir (Coconut Husk) – Available as ‘Brunnings Mulch Block’ 
• 15%  Coarse Pearlite 

• 15%  Sphagnum moss 
 

The Pearlite is not essential, it could be replaced by coarse sand or Vermiculite. If you live in 
a dry area you could use more Sphagnum moss in the mix. I have also grown Nepenthes in 
straight Shagnum or Peat moss, but if you can get the Coir, use it.  
 
Remember to water your plant in well and always keep the potting mix damp. 
 
I grow most of my Nepenthes in hanging baskets, this allows the amazing pitchers to be 
displayed to full effect. Hanging baskets dry out more quickly than pots, so always monitor 
the moisture levels in the mix. Some species are too vigorous for basket culture and need to 
be trained up stakes or similar, I’ll let you know the best way to grow your plant. 
 
Nepenthes like to be grown in bright filtered light, even a little morning sun is fine by most 
species. If you are growing under shade cloth, 50% grade is fine.  
 
Fertiliser is not essential for growing your Nepenthes but it can help you achieve a mature 
plant faster. The Brunnings Mulch Block has added fertiliser so I don’t recommend applying 
any fertiliser for at least 4 weeks.  
 
I prefer liquid fertilisers to fertilise my Nepenthes, but I only use them at half the 
recommended strength and around once a month. Fertiliser should always be applied in 
moderation, do not get carried away and add stronger dilutions. Nepenthes will get leggy and 
soft and cease to pitcher well if over fed. By the way, you can feed your plant insects at 
anytime, but never meat from the fridge! 
 
Best of luck with your new plant, do contact me if I can be of further help. 
 
Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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