
 

 

Growing your Medinilla dolichophylla 

This graceful and showy Medinilla grows to around 75 cm and produces the most 
delicate of pink, pendulous inflorescences. The leaves are particularly interesting 
being long, linear and very dark emerald in colour. A particularly stunning plant. 

When your plant arrives, it is important to get it potted up as soon as possible. I would 
use a standard 125-150 mm pot and a high quality Cymbidium orchid potting mix. It 
is important that the mix be well drained but hold moisture, not a big chunky mix like 
is used for Dendrobium orchids. If you like you can use a traditional potting mix with 
added coarse sand or 5 mm scoria gravel or both, just to improve the drainage. Add a 
teaspoon of Osmocote and water in well. 

Keep your plant in bright filtered light without direct sun and liquid feed monthly to 
help lush up the foliage. Consistent soil moisture will encourage healthy growth and 
maximise the foliage size but keep your plant damp, not boggy. 

This plant is also ideal for use in hanging baskets where the pendulous pink flowers 
can be seen to best effect. I find this plant does not do well as a garden plant, so keep 
your plant as a specimen in pot or basket. 

If your plant gets a little woody, trim back by around a third to encourage new 
growth. This will enhance the flowering also. I also recommend twice yearly feeds 
with Osmocote. 

The only major pests of this plant are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl and 
rarely Mealy Bug which can be controlled by a systemic chemical such as Confidor. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


