
 

 

Growing your Mabolo or Cheese Fruit 

 

Mabolo or Velvet Apple (Diospyros blancoi) is closely related to the ebony tree and 
the persimmon. The edible fruit is covered in a fine, velvety fur which is usually 
reddish-brown The flesh is soft and creamy, with a taste and aroma comparable to 
fruity cream cheese. Even the foliage maintains a fruity smell which can be detected 
some distance away. 

In its native habitat of the Philippines it is a large forest tree, however in cultivation it 
is rarely more than a small, densely foliaged tree with an attractive conical 
appearance. It prefers to grow in a location protected from hot afternoon sun, and in a 
rich, consistently moist soil. 

When the seed initially shoots, it sends out quite a strong tap root. For this reason, 
choose the deepest pots you can find. A standard 140 mm plastic pot will suffice. Pot 
each seed separately. 

 Fill the pot with a top quality potting mix such as ‘Searles Premium’ brand. Lay each 
seed on its side and just cover the seed with mix. Add a level teaspoon of Osmocote to 
the soil, but keep it away from the seed. Keep the soil consistently moist and place in 
plenty of bright filtered light. 

Allow the plant to develop in the initial pot until the roots begin to fill the pot, then go 
up to a 200 mm standard pot size. Keep the plant in this pot until it is well established 
and the roots have pretty much filled the pot. 

At this stage the plant should be ideal to plant in the garden. Prepare the soil well by 
digging in plenty of organic matter and water your plant in well. Feed a couple of 
times a year, personally I like Dynamic Lifter. 

The tree suffers from few pests, and makes a wonderful specimen tree in the garden 
with its architectural trunk and large dark leaves. I hope you enjoy growing it. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


