
Growing your Thunbergia mysorensis – Lady Slipper Vine 

 

 

 

The lady Slipper vine is a native of India, from Mysore as the name suggests! It is a slender 
vine, not woody and vigorous like some problematic vines. 

The stunning racemes of yellow and burgundy flowers hang below the foliage and make a 
stunning display over many months. Ideally, the vine should be grown over an archway or 
gazebo or similar so the flowers can hang beneath the leaves, resulting in a shower of 
magnificent colour. The vine also makes a great display when grown on trees or lattices. 

The vine prefers filtered light and morning sun, it does not achieve its full potential in a full 
sun situation. Keep moist and well fed and prune to shape as needed. It flowers on both 
young and older wood so flowering is not greatly reduced by pruning. 

When your vine arrives, pot it immediately into a 100 mm pot in a good quality potting mix 
such as Searle’s. Place a bamboo stake in the pot and tie the vine to it for temporary support. 
Keep the vine moist at all times and in a bright location, with no direct sun at this stage. 
Misting the foliage over the coming few days will help the roots establish once again. 

Feed with Osmocote while it lives in a pot, even a little liquid feed every month will help it 
establish. When you decide where it is to go in the garden, dig over the area well, maybe add 
a little compost to the soil. Mulch well after planting and feed with dynamic lifter 2 or 3 
times a year in the warmer months. 

Good luck with your vine, if I can be of any help in the future, feel free to email me anytime. 

Take care 

Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 

 

© Steve Jackson 2008 

 


