
Growing your Hedychium longicornutum 

 

This Hedychium is an epiphyte but can be grown equally well in a pot. It is a small plant, 
around a metre high. The flowers are produced around December each year and make a 
spectacular display at the end of each stem. 

When your plant arrives, you will need to pot it up until the roots re-establish, then you can 
make the decision as to whether to grow it in a pot or as an epiphyte. The mix we use is a 
very open one, One third 7-15mm grade Maidenwell Diatomite, One third 2-7mm grade 
Maidenwell Diatomite and one third Orchid Bark. Maidenwell Diatomite is a sedimentary 
rock, available from some nursery and horticultural suppliers. 

Alternatively use a Cymbidium orchid mix, this seems to work extremely well, just make 
sure the mix is not too wet, these plants hate wet feet. Always add the appropriate amount of 
Osmocote suitable for the pot size you choose. 

Keep your newly potted plant in bright filtered light for 3 or 4 weeks and then slowly move to 
a little morning sun. When growing strongly again, these plants prefer morning sun and 
bright filtered light the rest of the day. Afternoon sun will scorch the leaves. 

If you wish to grow this plant as an epiphyte, follow these steps : 

• Find an appropriate place between rocks or in the fork of a tree etc. 

• Make a degradable container with coconut fibre, stocking etc to keep the potting 
media in place, use about 2 litres of medium. 

• Pot your plant into the medium and add some Osmocote 

• Water in and maintain consistent moisture levels until the fleshy roots attach well to 
the tree etc. 
 
 

Once the fleshy roots are established, this plant will tolerate drying out for short periods. For 
optimum growth it is better to keep it damp during dry times. 
 
Best of luck with your plant, if I can provide further help, please drop me a line anytime. 
 
Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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