
 

 

Growing your Dracontium species. 

The Carrion flowers, of which Dracontium is one, contain several genera, the main 
ones are Amorphophallus and Dracontium.  

Amorphophallus are found in Asia to Australia and Dracontium are Tropical 
American. Both are characterised by bizarre inflorescences which can have odours 
from unpleasant to horrific! 

I ship only dormant or semi-dormant tubers as the plants are delicate and often quite 
large, making shipping very difficult. When your tuber arrives, it is a good idea to get 
it into a pot reasonably quickly to avoid it sweating in the plastic wrapping. 

The size of the pot depends on the size of the tuber, for most a 150 mm pot is 
sufficient, but I will notify you should you need a larger size. Use a good quality 
potting mix such as Searle’s and add a teaspoon of osmocote to the pot. Water in well. 
As the roots fill each pot size you must keep potting up into larger pots, species such 
as D.gigas will need at least a 16 inch pot eventually. It is always much easier to pot 
on when the plant is dormant. 

Dracontium tubers don’t like to be totally dry while dormant, they often maintain 
some roots during this period so it is important to keep the soil a little damp. When 
the shoot emerges pick up the moisture levels so your plant is consistently moist. 

Keep your plant in bright filtered light without direct sun and you may liquid feed 
monthly to help lush up the foliage if you wish, this may also help build up the tuber 
size and bring on flowering at a younger age.  

The only major pests of this plant are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl and 
rarely Mealy Bug which can be controlled by a systemic chemical such as Confidor. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


