
 

 

Growing your Dracontium tuber offsets. 

The Carrion flowers, of which Dracontium is one, contain several genera, the main 
ones are Amorphophallus and Dracontium.  

Amorphophallus are found in Asia to Australia and Dracontium are Tropical 
American. Both are characterised by bizarre inflorescences which can have odours 
from unpleasant to horrific! 

Get your tuber offsets potted as soon as possible after they arrive. I would use a 75 
mm standard pot and a good quality potting mix, such as Searle’s premium. 

You will notice the obvious bud at the top of the tuber offset. The offset should be 
placed upright, with the bud at the top and about 5mm below the surface of the soil. 
Add about ¼ teaspoon of osmocote and water in well.  

The offsets will usually sprout in the current growing season, but will sometimes wait 
until the following spring if they are purchased late in the season. Don’t throw them 
out! If they do not sprout, check them in the winter and re-pot them in fresh soil. 

It is recommended to re-pot the plants each winter into a larger pot as required and in 
fresh soil. This will keep the tuber healthy and discourage rot. 

Dracontium tubers don’t like to be totally dry while dormant, they often maintain 
some roots during this period so it is important to keep the soil a little damp. When 
the shoot emerges pick up the moisture levels so your plant is consistently moist. 

Keep your plant in bright filtered light without direct sun and you may liquid feed 
monthly to help lush up the foliage if you wish, this may also help build up the tuber 
size and bring on flowering at a younger age.  

The only major pests of this plant are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed or sprayed with the insecticide Carbaryl and 
rarely Mealy Bug which can be controlled by a systemic chemical such as Confidor. 
Any soft rot should be scraped from the tuber and treated with a copper oxychloride 
paste. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


