
Growing your Cyrtostachys renda – Lipstick Palm

The Lipstick Palm is one of the most astounding species in the world of palms. It 
originates in Malaysia and is now grown all over the world in tropical and sub-
tropical zones, or in conservatories and greenhouses in cooler zones.

It is recognized instantly by its vibrantly coloured stems that range in colour from 
orange to lipstick scarlet. It is a slow growing, large palm, reaching a height of up to 
10 metres. It takes many years to get this large, and if kept in containers its size can be 
kept to a couple of metres if desired. 

When your plant arrives, pot it up straight away. I suggest a 15cm pot size initially, 
potting on to larger sizes as the roots fill the pot. Use a top quality potting mix such as 
Searles Premium which is available widely at Bunnings, Hardware shops etc. Add a 
teaspoon of 9 month Osmocote and water in well. Keep this palm moist, maybe a 
little less water at times of cold weather, but never dry. 

For the first couple of years, grow this palm in bright filtered light. Slowly introduce 
it to morning sun from that time. Although these palms will certainly grow in full sun, 
I recommend protection from hot afternoon sun as this can bleach the colourful stems 
somewhat and slightly yellow the leaves.

Dress the soil with Osmocote every 6 to 9 months if you plan to keep the palm in a 
pot, or if in the ground, keep the palm well mulched and feed with Dynamic Lifter or 
similar every 3 or 4 months during the spring and summer.

Keep a check for grasshoppers on this species, they are quite fond of it! Apart from 
that they are almost pest free in my experience.

Hope these pointers help, do drop me a line if I can be of any further assistance.

Cheers for now,

Steve
(wackos@westnet.com.au)


