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Cryptanthus are hardy, attractive bromeliads that provide year round interest in the garden or 
potted collection. They are easy to look after and reproduce readily so you can share them 
with friends. 

The main difference between growing Cryptanthus and other Bromeliads is the potting mix. 
Cryptanthus like a mix containing organic matter such as orchid bark etc. I like to use a mix 
of 50% Dendrobium Orchid potting mix and 50% 10mm grade volcanic scoria. Other 
growers like to use a good quality potting mix with added orchid bark and coarse sand. The 
main thing is that the mix allows water to drain freely while maintaining good water 
retention. Cryptanthus like water but hate being waterlogged! 

 A single Cryptanthus plant will happily occupy a 100- 125mm pot, however if you cannot 
water your plant regularly you may need to increase pot size a little to help the plant remain 
moist longer. If you leave the pups on the parent, you will need to pot up as the clump 
increases in size. 

Grow your plants in bright light with some morning sun. Certain species can accept more 
sun, so a little experimentation is recommended to find the ideal amount of light intensity. 

Cryptanthus also like a little fertiliser. Osmocote is ideal; use it at around half the 
recommended quantities, which vary with the pot size. Dynamic lifter pellets are also used by 
many growers. 

Propagation is easy, simply wait until the pups produced by the parent are mature enough to 
be separated from the parent. This is a bit of a learned skill, eventually some pups will fall off 
themselves, but usually you can feel a little give in a pup when it is ready to come off.  To 
remove them, just gently pull with a little twisting action at the same time. If they don’t easily 
come off, wait a few weeks and try again. Then just pot into the same mix and keep moist. 

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any further help, best of luck. 

Cheers 
Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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