
Growing your Cocoa Seeds 
 
 

 
The chances are that your seeds may be starting to germinate by the time you get 
them, they are very fast to germinate. If they have not begun to sprout  follow these 
easy steps. 
 
Wrap the seeds loosely in a couple of sheets of damp kitchen paper. It must not be 
dripping wet, just give it a gentle squeeze to get the excess water from it.  Put the 
bundle in a zip lock lunch bag and store in a bright, warm location, no sun though. 
 
When the root shows at the end of the seed, obtain some 75 mm pots and fill them 
with a top quality potting mix like ‘Searle’s premium’. Lie each seed individually on 
the top of the soil and just cover the seed with the mix.. Add about ½ teaspoon of 
Osmocote, avoid letting the osmocote touch the seed. 
 
Keep your seeds damp in a location that gets plenty of morning sun and bright filtered 
light. The seed will first send up the cotyledon leaves and then the first true leaves. It 
is common for the first leaves to look weird and distorted so do not worry, over time 
the leaves sort themselves out. 
 
Pot up your plants when the roots fill the 75 mm pot, I’d go to 150 mm pots. You can 
plant them out in the garden once they are established in these pots, or keep them in a 
large pot for display. 
 
Cocoa will tolerate bright shade to quite a bit of sun. I would protect them from hot 
afternoon sun as this tends to bleach the leaves a little. Keep them well watered and 
fertilised and you should get a great crop of pods in 2 or 3 years. 
 
 
Hope these pointers help, do drop me a line if I can be of any further assistance. 
 
 
Cheers for now, 
 
 
 
Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 


