
Growing your Bromeliad seed 
The seeds may be small- open over a sheet of paper out of wind 

I germinate almost all my Bromeliad seed on 5 mm grade Scoria gravel. Scoria is a volcanic 
rock full of pores and spaces to hold moisture, but it is free draining. Other materials include 
2-7 mm grade ‘Maidenwell’ diatomite and Sphagnum Moss. Sphagnum is ideal if you cannot 
give your seeds regular watering as it holds moisture for long periods. It is a little difficult to 
transplant from and also can stay a bit wet if you are not careful, but is the preferred medium 
of some growers. 

My seeds are grown under an intermittent misting system which makes keeping the seeds 
moist a piece of cake, at home you need to water the seeds with a fine mist several times a 
day. A useful alternative used by many growers is to place a plastic bag over the pot or tray to 
maintain the humidity around the seeds. This works very well, but keep an eye out for any 
fungal infections that may occur. I would suggest that you remove the bag occasionally to 
allow some air movement around your seeds. 

Sow the seeds evenly over the mix, do not cover them at all with the media. Water in well 
with a fine mist and do not allow them to dry out if at all possible. The seeds will germinate 
from 3 to 6 weeks depending on the variety and the ambient temperature. 

Let the seedlings grow 3 or 4 leaves before transplanting to individual 5 cm pots or divided 
seedling punnets. Add a small pinch of Osmocote to each pot, but try not to allow the 
Osmocote to touch the plant or it may burn. Keep them in bright filtered light and keep 
consistently moist. I liquid feed my seedlings once every 3 or 4 weeks which I find 
beneficial. 

Pot up as the roots fill each container or the plants size makes it unsteady in the pot. I use 10 
mm grade Scoria gravel at this stage. For Guzmania and some Vriesea, I add 20% of orchid 
Bark to maintain a little higher soil moisture. 

Fertilising is helpful in speeding growth of older plants, but use it in moderation. I use high 
potash liquid fertilisers for Bromeliads with colourful leaves and for green plants, a little 
Osmocote a couple of times a year is beneficial. 

Bromeliads suffer few diseases, but two to watch out for are  

• Damping off.  This is a rot of seedlings and small plants. Treat with Fongarid 
fungicide and improve drainage and air movement. 

• Scale. Tiny black spots or raised brown or white spots. Treat with a systemic 
insecticide like Rogor or Folimat. Use personal protective equipment. 
 

Best of luck with your seeds, do contact me if I can be of further help. 
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