
Growing your Bat Plant Seed 

 

Bat plants are a group of amazing tropical herbaceous plants producing some of the most 
bizarre blooms in the plant world. Flower colours range from white, through red and green to 
almost black. We hope you enjoy growing your own specimens from your freshly harvested 
seed. 

The time your seeds take to germinate will depend very much on the ambient temperature, 
but usually start to shoot within a month to six weeks. 

Sow the seeds in a seedling tray or pot filled with a good quality potting mix or seed raising 
mix, and cover the seed with a very thin layer of mix. I’d suggest using a sifter to get an even 
coating over all the seeds. It is important to keep the seeds damp at all times. 

It is helpful to cover the seeds with a sheet of glass or even a plastic ‘tent’ to maintain high 
humidity, but if you use this method you will need to check on them regularly to ensure that 
they are not affected by fungal problems. This eventuality can be minimised by removing the 
cover on occasions to allow air movement around the seed or seedlings.  

Once the seedlings are large enough to manipulate, prick them out (transplant) into 5 cm pots 
filled with a top quality potting mix, such as Searle’s. Add one quarter of a teaspoon of  
Osmocote, ensuring that the granules do not contact the young seedlings directly. 

Keep the plants in bright filtered light without any direct sun at this stage and allow the roots 
to well fill the pot before moving them on to a 10 cm pot. Continue potting as required, but 
don’t consider planting in the garden until well established in a 15 cm pot. 

Eventually Bat Plants prefer a bright location with a little morning sun and filtered afternoon 
sun. In temperate areas, try experimenting with your light levels, Bat Plants can be more 
tolerant of sun in cooler zones. In tropical areas they are susceptible to leaf scorching if given 
to much hot sun.  

Keep your plants well watered and feed two or three times a year. I use Osmocote if  they are 
grown in containers and Dynamic Lifter if grown in the garden. Monthly liquid feeding is 
also beneficial for optimum growth. 

Best of luck with your seeds, and do contact me if I can be of further help. 

Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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