
Growing your Amorphophallus titanum 
The Titan Arum 

Amorphophallus titanum has the record of producing the largest inflorescence in the 
world. The tallest inflorescence ever recorded was 2.7 metres high, that was a captive 
specimen in the U.S.A. 

This species comes from Sumatra and behaves a little differently than most 
Amorphophallus. As a rule, Amorphophallus grow over the summer months and die 
down in the Autumn. A.titanum grows when it feels like it pretty much and will die 
back and re-emerge at any time during the seasons. I suspect that in cooler parts of 
Australia it will tend to remain dormant longer during cold periods. 

When dormant, I like to lift my tubers and wash them thoroughly. At this time inspect 
the tuber for any lesions or damage. If there is any lesion detected, clean out any 
rotten flesh with you finger or toothbrush or similar and smear with a paste made of 
copper oxychloride. 

While dormant the tuber can either be re-potted or as I do, wrapped in damp 
sphagnum moss until the first sign of a bud appearing. When re-potting, always use a 
pot at least twice as big as the diameter of the tuber. This species usually doubles in 
size each growing season. Use a good quality brand of potting mix and add to it some 
coarse material to improve the drainage, I suggest a ratio about 20% coarse material. I 
highly recommend 2-7mm grade Maidenwell brand Diatomite but this is not easy to 
obtain, other suggestions include 5mm grade scoria, Coarse river sand and Pearlite. 

Add the recommended amount of Osmocote and water in well. Maintain consistent 
moisture levels at all times, but do not keep it boggy!  Monthly liquid feeding will 
help pump nutrients into the tuber and is worth the trouble, Aquasol, Fish emulsion 
and Wuxal are fine, but really any commercial product will do the job. 

There’s not much more to do except watch your plant grow. When it starts to yellow 
off at the end of its growing season start to reduce the watering frequency a little as 
the plant will not be using much water at this stage, don’t let the soil go completely 
dry. Do not cut the leaf off until it is fully yellow and soft. 

The only major pests of these plants are chewing insects such as Grasshoppers and 
Caterpillars, these can simply be crushed, or if you are desperate, sprayed with the 
insecticide Carbaryl. Mealy bugs and Aphis can also be a problem, usually this is as a 
result of poor air movement or infestation by ants. Small numbers can be squashed by 
hand or large infestations controlled with Confidor or Rogor. 

Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 
Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 


