
 

 

Growing your Amorphophallus seed 
Carion Flower or Corpse Lily 

The Genus Amorphophallus is characterised by foul smelling inflorescences. Unlike 
many flowers, Amorphophallus are pollinated by flies, beetles and anything else that 
likes to get involved with rotting flesh. I have even seen maggots on the 
inflorescences of some species. 

Happily this odour only lasts a short time, long enough for the flower to be pollinated. 
After it dies down, a leaf will emerge from the underground tuber, the tallest of these, 
Amorphophallus titanum, will grow over 4 metres in only a couple of weeks. The leaf 
alone is an awesome spectacle in the garden or as a potted specimen. 

When your seed arrives, sow each individual seed in a 75 mm tube (Pot). The mix 
needs to be open and well drained. I use Searle’s potting mix with 50% of 5 mm 
scoria gravel added, or you can use coarse river sand, Pearlite, 5 mm Diatomite rock 
or any other gravel-like substitute. Add a pinch of Osmocote to each pot, but keep it 
well away from the seed. 

Just cover the seed with mix and keep it damp but certainly not wet or the seed will 
rot. Some seeds may go an entire season before germinating, so do not throw them out 
without checking to see if the seed is still firm and in good condition. 

Keep your germinated plant in bright filtered light, early morning sun is fine, but hot 
sun will burn the soft foliage. Consistent soil moisture is important while the plant is 
actively growing, but ease off when the plant starts to look a little yellow, usually 
around Autumn time. Eventually the plant will die back to the tuber. When it is totally 
dormant, remove the tuber, wash it and pot up to a larger size pot in fresh mix. 
(Searle’s mix is ideal, no need to mix gravel in when the plant is established). Keep 
the soil just damp until it re-emerges around September and then increase watering 
again. (Some species die back when they feel like it, don’t be alarmed if this occurs!) 

 Best of success with your plant, do contact me if I can be of any further help. 

Regards 

Steve 
(blanchett@westnet.com.au) 

 
 


