
Growing your Amorphophallus 
Carrion Flower 

 
 
Your Amorphophallus bulb is currently dormant. This period begins usually around 
April/May when your plant dies back, and ends from September on. For the first year or two, 
only the leaf will emerge from the ground, but eventually a flower will appear and die back 
before the leaf emerges. Some of these flowers really smell bad, keep it away from the 
kitchen! 
 
Dormancy treatments 
 
The most likely time you will have any trouble with your tuber is during dormancy. Each 
species has a preference as to how it should be stored when it is dormant, this usually 
corresponds with the cooler months of the year, but not always! 
 
I will advise the best method for the tubers you purchase. 
 

 Dry Storage 
This method involves storing the tuber out of potting mix and dry. When your tuber 
arrives, take the tuber from the plastic bag, but leave it wrapped in the paper. 
In colder climates, say from Sydney south, I would find an unheated, well ventilated 
area indoors, further north, under the house, on the patio or similar areas would suit as 
a storage location. It should be out of any direct sun.  
Just put the tuber on a rack of some sort, a plant seedling tray etc that allows 
movement of air around the tuber. 
Inspect the tuber every week or two, and when the bud on top of the tuber begins to 
swell, get it potted up as described below. If the bud doesn’t swell by the beginning of 
September, plant it anyway and keep it just damp. This will often force recalcitrant 
species into growth. 
 
This is the most common method used to store Amorphophallus tubers. 
 

 Moist storage in pot. 
Some species, particularly equatorial species, do not like to dry out, ever. When they 
die down, they should be washed, inspected, and re-potted into a larger pot and kept 
damp until they re-shoot.  



 
 Moist storage in Sphagnum moss. 

This is the method I particularly like for Titan Arums, but can be used for all the 
species that are stored moist in pots. It has the advantage of being able to keep a close 
eye on the tuber to make sure no rot or other pests develop on the tuber prior to its re-
emergence. Sphagnum is expensive so this method is probably best reserved for your 
most precious species. 
Simply wet some Sphagnum moss and ring out so that it is damp but not dripping 
water. Put some in a zip-lock bag add the tuber and cover with moss. For larger tubers 
you will need to put the sphagnum in a large pot or bucket and cover with plastic or 
wet newspaper. Pot up at the first sign of the bud swelling on the top of the tuber. 
 

 Dry storage in soil 
Although recommended by some growers, I use this method on very few species. 
It involves simply storing the tuber in the pot, but leaving the potting mix dry. 
Watering only commences in early September, or earlier if the bud is evident above 
the soil. 
When the plant dies back, the tuber should be washed, inspected and re-planted. Give 
it one watering to settle the soil, and then leave it in an area that is sheltered from rain. 

 
Potting up 
 
The bulb has a rounded base and a flattish top with a bud in the centre. The bud points up! 
 
The depth at which you plant the tuber and the size of pot is determined by the diameter of 
the tuber. Here’s a rough table of depths and pot sizes to tuber diameters:  
   

Tuber Diameter Planting depth Pot Size 
1-2cm  1cm  7.5 to 10cm 
3-4 cm  2-3cm 10-15cm 
5-8cm  3-4cm 18-25cm 
9-12cm  5-6cm 25-30cm 
13-15cm  6-8cm 30-40cm 

 
Potting mix should be a good quality bagged mix made to Australian standards. I also add 
about 30% of coarse material like 5mm scoria, coarse sand, fine orchid bark, perlite or if you 
can get it, 5mm grade diatomite rock, it’s great! Add the appropriate amount of Osmocote 
and water in well. 
 



Keep the tuber damp until the bud emerges, then it is important to keep the plant consistently 
moist. 
 
Grow your plant in bright filtered light, a little early morning sun is also fine. Protect from 
wind as the leaves are brittle and easily damaged. 
 
Pot on as the tuber increases in size, usually this is done while dormant, but may be necessary 
while the leaf is above ground, particularly when the plant is young. Be careful of the brittle 
leaf!!  Once the plant matures you will only need to re-pot after it dies down to refresh the 
potting mix or to store the tuber. The tuber will always head toward the bottom of the pot as it 
grows so bring it up to the top of the pot again each time you pot. Don’t forget to add some 
Osmocote. 
 
When the plant starts to look yellow and sick in April/May, ease back the watering again. 
When the leaf is totally dead, you can re-pot or store the tuber. 
 
If rot appears on the bulb, just clean out the soft material with your finger and wash well 
under a running tap. Apply a little dry Copper Oxychloride powder to the lesion. Rot is 
usually a sign of too much water, a poor quality potting mix or incorrect storage method. 
 
Best of luck with your plant, if I can offer you any further advice, do drop me a line. 
 
Steve  (wackos@westnet.com.au) 
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