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 Last week we spoke a bit about Nehemiah’s experience, as he launched into a 
new project, buoyed by great enthusiasm of those who supported him 

 We also saw something of his struggles as he dealt with setbacks from outsiders 
to the Community of God’s people, and what amounted to betrayals by some 
within the Community 

 Surprisingly, the Palm Sunday entry account has much in common with that kind 
of experience in life 

 We have seen many elections in recent years, it has been a turbulent time in 
Australian political history <Slide #1> punctuated by leadership spills, drama 
around the cross benches, and short term governments 

 Every time something changes it comes with promises of “brighter and shinier” 
deals for “the struggling Aussie battler” 

 In world politics it is a very turbulent time, and perhaps none so more dramatic 
than the most recent US presidential appointment, <Frame #2> whose platform 
was very much entirely “other”, and sought to woo the hopes and aspirations of 
his constituency 

 Events this week might have us wondering what will become of the decisions 
made this week, which seemingly contradict the previous, advertised stance of 
Mr Trump. 

 It might well drive us to cynicism, scepticism of the next deal proposed and set 
before us! 

 And so we come to today, Palm Sunday – <Slide #2> and this Psalm 118 which 
(actually) points to it 

 The psalm was written following Israel’s Glory days under David, the prospects 
were bright as the people looked to what God had done for them through their 
devout King 

 So what might God do for them in the future? 

 Every Generation, every person has their trials and confrontations, to be sure, but 
if God ‘has your back’ then it’s all good.  It’s all good.  Right? 

 The Psalmist, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is given a glimpse of 
the future <Slide #3> 

 And it is looking promising indeed, in the manner of David’s day, they look to their 
God who will bring the faithful through it all, beginning from the Temple 

 There is thanksgiving for answering the believer’s prayer, and granting victory 

 If we move a little bit further on the psalmist continues to celebrate <Slide #4> 

 God is shining on them, their sacrifices are accepted, and he is just overwhelmed 
with expressions of praise 

 And where is that found? 

 In God’s Mercy 

 It is as one who has received God’s mercy, rather than as one who has achieved God’s 

standards, that he expects the gates of righteousness to be opened for him.1 

 These words are profoundly Messianic – they anticipate what God will do in 
raising up a Saviour/ Messiah to set them free. 

 But what really interest us today is this link to Palm Sunday <Slide #5> 
❖ Psalm 118:25 (NKJV) 25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now 
prosperity.  

                                                           
1 Wilcock, M. (2001). The Message of Psalms: Songs for the People of God. (J. A. Motyer, Ed.) (Vol. 2, p. 190). 

Nottingham, England: Inter-Varsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bst19ps;ref=Bible.Ps118;off=3894;ctx=could_reverse_them._~It_is_as_one_who_has
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 <Frame #2> This word, if your Hebrew is a little bit rusty, directly transliterated is 
pronounced <Frame #3> Hosanna! 

 The very word which is provided for us, and familiar in the Gospels 

 So, as Jesus is riding in on that colt, the people cheering Him on have this in their 
mind 

 “Is this the Guy?  If this is the one, …then bring Him on! …to help a poor 
beleaguer-ed “battler” like me” 

 Save us from all the ‘bad’ Lord, send us the Good stuff! 

 And to prove the link back to the promise, they then launch into this <Slide #6> 
❖ Psalm 118:26 (NKJV) 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We 
have blessed you from the house of the LORD.  

 Again, directly repeated in the Gospel record. 

 Do you see?  Jesus is riding into Jerusalem, and all this History; the harboured 
expectation and imaginations; all these ancient words are coming to Him, in the 
mouths of the people – (Ps118 is a processional liturgy) 

 And the verse finishes with these words… 
❖ We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. 

 Jesus gets into town, the first thing he does is to head right for the Temple, the 
centre of the Israelite religion, the House of the LORD 

 And what does He find?  A rousing welcome, by a properly organized reception 
committee, with official welcoming speakers, replete with casseroles, paper 
plates and those little sliced Devon rolled up, with mashed potato in them? 

 No.  What does he find? 

 In Marks Gospel, he goes straight to the temple, observed the goings-on, before 
returning to his lodging for the night – the following day to go in and forcibly clear 
the place 

 No blessing from the House of the LORD 

 No welcome to God’s gift to them, the promise of true peace, salvation – and a 
sign of God’s ongoing Mercy 

 Did they know what He stood for?  Did they know what He had been doing all 
around the countryside.  Had they heard about His teaching?   

 Yes, they did.  And they were NOT moved. 

 Another disappointment.  Another vapid promise. 

 John 12:16 says the disciples did not understand what was happening that Palm 
Sunday, but later on they finally figured it out 

 Matt 21:10-11 had the general public wondering what all the commotion was 
about only tyo be told the celebrity carpenter from Nazareth was making an 
appearance 

 Luke 19:40-42 has Jesus responding to the Pharisees rejecting their requests for 
him to silence the crowds – because the rocks would have cried out 

 Finally Jesus, sadly has His say 
❖ Luke 19:41–44 (NKJV) 41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over 
it, 42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that 
make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days will 
come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, 
surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children 
within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, 
because you did not know the time of your visitation.”  

 They did not know what they want – indeed they do not know what they need. 
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 They cast about looking for all kinds of answers, satisfying themselves that they 
are on the right track 

 Without seeing that it is the Mercy and Goodness of God that provides humanity 
with precisely what is needed 

 And they refuse to recognise it. 

 Don’t miss the moment. 

 Do not ignore Gods timing for the response you need, nor the means God uses 
to address that need 

 It is for sure that Jesus does not turn up with a bag of stuff to salve your aching 
heart; 

 In each of us there is a spiritual longing for acceptance for that which only God 
can satisfy 

 And no form of materialism; or sense of Control; nor position or rank; no 
substance or pharmacy; nor distraction, apathy or indulgence; no work or 
achievement; will provide a longing solution to the ache or ease the guilt. 

 We might mask the spiritual side of life, and relegate it to little more than an idle 
pastime; 

 But praying people have long known that life in the spirit is primary amongst all 
our needs 

 Don’t miss the moment of God’s visitation.  Hunger for the answer that God has 
provided for the questions you know and understand, and those you have yet to 
apprehend. 


