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 George Orwell’s <Slide #1> best known work, “1984” depicts as its authors vision 
(in post War 1948) of a possible dystopian future, where in England has become 
a totalitarian state, that is characterised by government control and subjugation of the 
people 

 One of the prime means of the exertion of such control, is through the flow of 
information, Most prominently by the “Ministry of Truth” the place of employment 
of Winston Smith. 

 Winston is the key character who works in the Records Department of the Ministry of 
Truth as an editor, revising historical records, to make the past conform to the ever-

changing party line, and erasing evidence of the political assassinations of 
dissenters1 

 Truth is further subverted by the introduction of “Newspeak”, a contracted dialect 
of English, that is designed to suppress higher language forms capable of 
articulating the ideas of civil revolution 

 It is a brilliant but dark & moribund vision of humanities future. 

 But it concerns truth. 

 Of course the world stage has had orators <Slide #2> of all shapes and colours  

 …and not everything they say has been readily comprehensible! 

 But other times they are comprehensible, and we are left to determine if they are 
accurate, or deliberate, or cunningly manipulative – in the midst of our distraction 

 This guy <Slide #2> is one who is generating a lot of study about his use of 
language 

 Charles M. Blow (N.Y. Times):-  “Trumpian language is a thing unto itself: some 
manner of sophistry peppered with superlatives. …It is a jumble of incomplete 
thoughts stitched together with arrogance and ignorance.”2 

 Writer, Mark Thompson3:- “The super-short sentences emphasize certainty and 
determination, build up layer upon layer, like bricks in a wall themselves, 
toward a conclusion and an emotional climax.  …This is the way generals and 
dictators have always spoken to distinguish themselves from the caviling 
civilians they mean to sweep aside.” 

 “Trump’s appeal as a presidential candidate depends significantly on the belief 
that he is a truth-teller who will have nothing to do with the conventional 
language of politics,” 

 Here is the great danger: Many people expect a political lie to sound slick, to be 
delivered by intellectual elites spouting $5 words.  A clumsy, folksy lie delivered 
by a shyster using broken English, reads as truth. 

 Frequent repetition of a simple phrase, elevation of fear; reinforcing personal 
bigot views; suggestions that disagreement amounts to treason; unreasonable 
rhetoric; and deflection with humour; presentation of simplistic answers & the 
dominant voice as the solution who will carry our cares away 

 If we move beyond this individual and into our world, we have ocean <Slide #4>  
of voices that fill our ears 

 We have access in an instant to a smorgasbord of ideas on TV, media & internet, 
from millions of voices across the world, <Frame #1> some of whom have 
something sensible & wise to say and that is articulated cogently & thoughtfully;  
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 <Frame #2> But more often we have voices of urgency; Ignorance; self-interest; 
Cultural or Familial Bias; Manipulation; Licence; Apathy; indifference; fear; 
Relativism; capitalism 

 A cacophony of ideas and sound, that assails our brains & tempts us to shield or 
cloak our Spirit – just at the point we need it 

 It is an upside-down world in which easy lies sound more true than hard facts.4 

 So, where do we find truth?  Do we allow the river to carry us where it will, with 
ourselves as helpless victims? 

 Where do we find our Centre?  Our Rock?  Our Truth? 

 Psalm 119 is a really long psalm, with a whole heap of relevance on this question 

 Because in a time of turmoil we need an anchor 

 And lest we be misunderstood, we go back to biblical counsel, NOT because the 
past is any more gentler, superior and pious than the modern period “The good 
old days”.  This is not about nostalgia or tradition 

 BUT, because it is Revelation of God’s moral purpose and God’s design, and we 
actually need an absolute point of comparison, to judge these moments that we 
are in. 

 There are actually two broad catagories of Revelation in this world 

 One is called General revelation <Slide #5> 
❖ Psalm 8:3–4 (NLT) 3 When I look at the night sky and see the work of your 
fingers— the moon and the stars you set in place— 4 what are mere mortals that 
you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them?  
❖ <Frame #2> Psalm 19:1–2 (NLT) 1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The 
skies display his craftsmanship. 2 Day after day they continue to speak; night after 
night they make him known.  

 The clues the created order gives us about the nature of God <Frame #3> 
(Romans quote) 

 But we also have Special revelation – Primarily the Scriptures <Slide #6> 

 But also, special revelation made to specific individuals <Frame #2> Prophecy 
(which occasionally has become Scripture), and things like Words of knowledge, 
or wisdom & understanding 

 (the later enlightenment church has struggles with – not ‘scientific’ enough) 

 But it comes back to the bible.  Against this, everything else (circumstance, 
oracle or vision, leading) is tested and evaluated 

 And it is about this that our psalmist is really, wildly enthusiastic <Slide #7> 

 If you read all through Ps 119, you will find every stanza/ paragraph follows this 
pattern 

 But in fact there are words here we read as synonyms for “Law” or 
“commandment”, are actually slightly different & the translation, can hide the 
significant distinctions <Frame #1> 

 Your “word” – dabar – means like speech, utterance, like at creation <Frame #2> 

 “Regulations – mispat -means like judgements and decisions on current events  
<Frame #3> 

 “Instructions” – Torah – means the law, commands, God’s rules  <Frame #4> 

 “Commandments” – pik-kood – means precepts, personal guidance, rules of life 

 What’s the point?  
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 The point is this is not simply about a slavish obedience to the fine print/ letter of 
the text; rather the Psalmist sees/(hears) God’s influence over every aspect of 
life. 

 The more he reads, the more he sees how that works out in his experience 

 And the more he experiences the more he can trace back the fingerprints to 
something that God has already observed/ experienced/ already said something 
about/ a precedent that has application. 

 So, The psalmist goes from the Torah to life; and from life back to the Torah 

 and is delighted to find God is as good as His word, and His word is as good as 
God… 

 And the next coolest thing that he is really crazy about – is when his life is going 
down the toilet <Slide #8> 

❖ Psalm 119:94–96 (NLT) 94 I am yours; rescue me! For I have worked hard at 
obeying your commandments. 95 Though the wicked hide along the way to kill me, I 
will quietly keep my mind on your laws. 96 Even perfection has its limits, but your 
commands have no limit.  

 As he writes this psalm, with things not looking bright, he still has ridiculous 
confidence, he has HOPE that, after all this God will again come through 

 Because he knows not only print on the page, but he knows the Character of the 
one who is behind the text 

 Throughout History, men and women have worked to bring you God’s word, in a 
form you could understand & absorb <Slide #9> 

 OT Hebrew > Septuagint;  Greek & old Latin > into Vulgate (c. 382 A.D. >onward) 
(standardised Latin); 

 Vulgate >  pre-reformation movement & <Frame #1> Wycliffe pre 1395 A.D., into 
middle English "it helpeth Christian men to study the Gospel in that tongue in which they 
know best Christ’s sentence".[2] 5 

 Vulgate > Luther’s German Bible (1522 A.D.) & various English Bibles;  
Standardisation 1611A.D., KJV; and there has been heaps of translations since 
<Frame #1>  (Icelandic – 1584 A.D.) 

 Luther’s dream that the absorption of scripture would lead to reflection on the 
experiences of life – and the capacity to do ‘on the hoof’ theology <Slide #10> 

 In a day when our information can come through in 10 second sound bites, and 
our political leaders are struggling to condense complex public policy in a manner 
palatable to short attention spans 

 In a day when popular opinion can be swayed in a 140 character “tweet” and an 
avalanche of largely uninformed, unfiltered, un-assessable public ranting, rather 
than considered and reflective thought 

 You need something to hold onto. 

 You need a reference point of enduring credibility, that has borne the test of time. 

 You need the word of God 

 And you need to be reading it with the intelligence of the Psalmist, to expect God 
to be where He said He would be, and to read back His character into your life 
journey and its challenges and choices. 

 I don’t really care which version of the bible you read, so long as it is something 
you can grasp (my own approach)  Jesus promise… 

                                                           
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wycliffe%27s_Bible 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wycliffe%27s_Bible#cite_note-2


Sermon Page 4 28 October 17 

❖ John 16:7–10 (NLT) 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I 
don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And 
when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and 
of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me. 10 
Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 
more.  


