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 <Slide #1> (Introductory Prayer) 

 Have we been cheering on our guys up on the Gold Coast <Frame #2> this 
week?  Each lap of the pool?  Each bounce of the Basketball?  With each – 
…whatever it is the cyclists are trying do? 

 We have been watching, supporting the Aussies, (and as my second-string team 
to support – the Jamaicans!)  Aussie! Aussie! Aussie! 

 And what about our <Slide #2> magnificent Australian Cricketers 

 Oh my!  Oh well… heh – we better move on I think! <Frame #2> National spirit 
perhaps not burning so brightly at the moment! – and we lost the south African 
Test, to boot. 

 A curious thing, this business of corporate Morale.  We can see that it can lift a 
team, a player, an athlete – when the crowd rise to the occasion.  And yet it also 
crumble in the face of a contrary spirit.  Loss and disappointment.  Personal 
failure. 

 We are now a week out from a significant time in the Christian calendar, and we 
can recall that the last week has likewise been a time of powerful emotions, in the 
lives of each person involved in the original Easter events. 

 Exhilaration, deep grief, loss, bitterness, cruelty, strutting, and utter astonishment.  
A roller coaster for each and every person involved – 

 particularly when you look at it from the perspective of the groups/ interests who 
are represented. 

 So, what comes next? 

 <Slide #3> Psalm 133 is perhaps a curious choice to ponder for our first 
gathering after Resurrection Sunday.  But I want to spend a little time thinking 
about it (convenient – it is only 3 verses long!), to see what it can offer us. 

 Firstly <Frame #2> it is a Psalm of Ascent – which means the people are 
gathering for a national festival, and walking up the mount to the Temple – 
singing as they go 

 Which helps us to understand the words of the first verse – there is a oneness 
here.  A shared identity that binds them together. (sure beats “here we go, here 
we go, here we go”) 

 Their history, their heritage, a nationalistic and spiritual pilgrimage their forebears, 
(and now they) are making – to this joint act of worship.  And this is a belonging 

 The next two verses just seem a bit strange to us and need a little bit of decoding 
❖ <Slide #4> Psalm 133:2 (NLT) 2 For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil 
that was poured over Aaron’s head, that ran down his beard and onto the border of 
his robe.  

 That is weird, and messy!.  However Aaron was the communities first High priest, 
and he was the first representative commissioned to represent the people before 
God. 

 The il they used was a formula (Exodus 30) including aromatic herbs and spices, 
and they used a lot of it – so that as the gathered people participated in this 
ceremony linking themselves to their God everyone would have been able to 
smell it.  

 So these words had great significance to them because they are taken to recall 
what God did to make them his own. 
Unity among the people of God is always fragrant and makes them appealing1 

                                                           
1 Ellsworth, R. (2006). Opening up Psalms (p. 56). Leominster: Day One Publications. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/openup19ps?ref=Bible.Ps133&off=1488&ctx=ts+sweet+fragrance.%0a~Unity+among+the+peop
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 God’s fragrant grace flowed down2 as they gather together in one heart 
❖ <Frame #2> Psalm 133:3 (NLT) 3 Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from 
Mount Hermon that falls on the mountains of Zion. And there the LORD has 
pronounced his blessing, even life everlasting.  

 Mt Hermon – very high point 200km north of Jerusalem, in Syria.  Snow capped 
for 2/3rds of the year, 60 inches of precipitation p.a., and the main contributing 
headwater for the Jordan – they knew how significant the Jordan was to their 
economy 

 The psalm is drawing a parallel – just like the dew of Hermon is lifegiving and 
refreshing to the land, - so your unity, your fellowship will be a blessing 

 So the image is rich.  When they get it right (Unity) – they are both the fragrance 
of God to those around (coming down); and a refreshment, a blessing (coming 
down) 

 How did the ancient Hebrews do with that?  Well… sometimes!  David tried to 
bring the nation together as one – and generally had some success. 

 Years later Hing Hezekiah tried to rally a disjointed group together at one place – 
he did ok, I suppose 

 Nehemiah, was trying to bring together a rag tag bunch of exiles together to 
rebuild their city, and between him and Ezra, they did okay 

 Some measure of blessing was found 

 <Slide #5> Lets jump forward to the resurrection of Jesus.  That Easter Sunday, 
a recently grieving & shattered group of disciples was confronted with THE most 
extraordinary thing – their resurrected teacher, Messiah. 

 This was a rallying call beyond all, who were they to be now?  Their wilting, shaky 
faith has been galvanised by the risen Lord appearing and talking with them – 
they are now a group who are discovering identity 

 Everything Jesus had taught through three years of ministry suddenly had 
incredible traction 

 And the fragrance of How and to who Jesus ministered, has suddenly come 
rushing back 

 And the refreshment He had brought to a rather tired & legalistic religious code, 
was an abundant garden of blessing 

 And Jesus says to them, well then, of you go!  They have an identity.  They have 
a purpose. <Frame #2> This is precisely what Jesus had prayed for them. 

 We are part of that community. 

 But as I look at the wider communities opinions of “the Christian church”, popular 
perception seems to be something very much less than “fragrant” or “refreshing” 

 Popular opinion however is not something that is reliable, accurate or enduring 

 As one who has lived & worked within the church, I would like to think my 
viewpoint is somewhat more objective 

 And I am really glad to say that I know some wonderful and really sincere, people 
who strive to live out their faith with integrity, as best they can 

 I also know there lurks a few scoundrels; true hypocrites; those who use the 
people of God as a foil of respectability.  Those who are be wicked.  Some who 
using their position for self-serving reasons 

 But perhaps more than any other group, I see the church occupied by people 
who are broken by their circumstances; wounded by others; immobilized by grief; 

                                                           
2 Allen, L. C. (2002). Psalms 101–150 (Revised) (Vol. 21, p. 280). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc21?ref=BibleBHS.Ps133.1a-2&off=2514&ctx=r+at+the+sanctuary.+~The+family+of+God+wa
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afflicted perhaps in mind or body in various ways; I see those who are young in 
faith (irrespective of age) making the kinds of mistakes kids do; who have 
moments (or seasons) of blindness; of weakness; who struggle to learn & grow; 
who doubt themselves; who are filled with guilt because they do succumb to sin & 
feel powerless & unworthy 

 I am talking about the kinds of people Jesus really loves.  Those who he walks 
with in this pilgrimage, and who He directs, nudges, encourages along life’s path. 

 As I think about the world we live in, we are seeing more and more changes in 
the world, which are at once disturbing and distressing.  We are exposed to many 
more influences, cultures and ideologies.  Not all of these are well thought out; 
not all of these can be said to be righteous; others are simply different & 
unfamiliar to us 

 I am speaking of pluralism. 

 <Slide #6> The call of this Psalm 133 is a call to unity, not uniformity.  We are to 
be “All one in Christ Jesus”3, but at the same time (as Paul notes) we are parts of 
one body – each with its own purposes and functions to contribute to the whole 

 So, as we ponder this we need to make some strategic decision.  What is it that 
makes us that genuine community under God? 

 And what is it about us is just about “us” that Is merely a familiar local culture that 
we have just appropriated and presumed to be “Christian” – do we risk our necks 
for that? 

 A fragrant oil that reflects God’s grace to us.  A refreshing Dew that allows us to 
be a blessing, that God has commanded? 

 And therefore what is our approach to the community around us with its, 
oftentimes, strange new ideas.  There will be things that need to be opposed in 
the name of Justice and righteousness. (some forms of new hedonism and self-
centred individualism) 

 There will be invitations needing to be issued for society around us to see things 
another way, to unlearn what it has presumed and re-learn (I spend much time 
doing that in community groups)  

 And there will be times where we need to look at ourselves and just wrestle, 
before God with ideas and opinions that are deeply ingrained – which God 
wishes to challenge. 

 But if I can close with these words, what we have learned this Easter is simply 
this Christ is risen. 

 And because He has risen we, each one, are challenged to consider what we 
belong to.  What we would give our lives to. 

 How we will identify with the risen Lord today – whether that is through a physical 
step like obedience to His call to Baptism, or the sacred cows we need to 
slaughter, in order that God may start a new thing in us. 

 The earliest witnesses to Jesus resurrection had their moments of staring like 
deer in the headlights, and asking themselves – “Ok then – but what now?  Who 
am I?  Who are we?  What will I stand for before God?” 

 Here in this little Baptist Church.  Among the fellowship of other Baptist 
Churches; among our peers in other Christian Congregations; and among other 
seekers after God in the wider community.  Tricky 

❖ <Frame #2> Psalm 133:3b  “For there the Lord has commanded a blessing” 

                                                           
3 Galatians 3:28 


