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<Slide #1> 

 The apostle John said as he concluded his Gospel… 
❖ John 21:25 (NLT) 25 Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written 
down, I suppose the whole world could not contain the books that would be written.  

 So if you have something important to say, and a little bit of time to say it, you 
better choose your words carefully, and your illustrations thoughtfully, yes? 

 In recent years the more I have read this account of the healing of the man born 
blind, with the ripples and reverberations that spring out in the “what happened 
next”, the more I have the feeling that Johns retelling of this sign, was to him 
really, really significant. 

 So, I better pay attention! 

 The chapter opens with out any specific clue as to where they are, except that we 
know they are not far from Jerusalem 

 John doesn’t even tell us how they knew the man was born blind – John just 
states the fact, and moves on 

 The disciples open up the discussion with a cause & effect question looking to 
assign blame. 

 This is common place thinking, in ancient times, and shows no appreciation or 
rumination for the book of Job & his plight, or what it has to teach 

 We won’t go there, but straight to Jesus’ quite alarming response <Slide #2> 
❖ This happened so the power [works] of God could be seen in him. 

 We are in that mode of expectation – God is lways busy, always up to something 
– and this man’s life will at least be a miracle of healing, but more so a sign of 
import, of significance 

 Isaiah had said something about this <Frame #2> 
❖ Isaiah 29:18 (NKJV) 18 In that day the deaf shall hear the words of the book, And 
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness.  

 This is about the ‘Day of the LORD’ the Jews had been hoping for – so Jesus 
words here are noteworthy – pay attention 

 God is at work.  We have to be looking for the opportunities. 

 And, I am the light, here I am.  This is the Place, this is the Time. 

 Well, we have heard the way the story goes, Jesus does this most peculiar thing 
with mud, and tell the man to get himself off to the Pool of Siloam, Siloam 
meaning “Sent” or “To send” 

 So, the guy sets of, just at the word of this bloke he had never met, nor even 
spoken with.  He would have needed a little help to guide him to the pool. 

 Question: Why he wasn’t he healed on the spot?  There are not a lot of examples 
of Jesus healing in instalments, & certainly nothing like this.  Mud?  Really? 

 What’s going on here?  Is this just dramatic effect?  Is this a bit of theatre that 
Jesus is introducing?  Or did Jesus think the blind man needed to lose a few 
pounds and could do with a walk? 

 Being blind sucks.  At least now there re all sorts of helps and aids to assist those 
who struggle with such an impediment. 

 But not so then – and to make things worse, blindness was the sort of thing that 
excluded you, an uncleanness, which became an iron wall to any kind of 
participation in the Temple.  Access to God was by law, forbidden. 

 2,000 years have past since these events.  The location is known of course, the 
geography has shifted with the effects of wind, water and human interference 

 But we know the places in Jerusalem.  We can identify where stuff happened. 
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 From the 6th century AD the Pool of Siloam has been identified.  An Empress of 
that time venerated the site, and built a basilica over it, <Slide #3> and these 
days the pool looks like this. 

 You can see a circular stone at the foot of the stairs that was part of the 
foundations of the (long gone) basilica, which the Byzantine Empress had built. 

 It is about 3 meters wide, and proceeds out of a tunnel that King Hezekiah had 
built through the rock in 701 B.C. to feed water from the Gihon Spring (natural) 
back to the city. 

 The Assyrians were about to besiege the city & Hezekiah sought to secure the 
water supply.  And you can see now, 2,800 years on the Spring still supplies 
water. 

 This is the place that tourists have been brought to see the biblically famed “Pool 
of Siloam”.  Quick! Take a photo! 

 But since 2005 - 2012 a few other things have been found at nearby this place 
<Frame #2> 

 What if the land did not always look like this?  What if, over the 21 centuries that 
have past, this little valley filled up with alluvium runoff, dirt & silt, dust storms, 
and the rubble of conquering armies, throwing the rubble of whatever was built 
there, down from the temple mount (70 A.D.) ? 

 What if people built on top of that – like the little mosque you can see centre right, 
and the road. 

 From 2005 the archaeologists stumbled across flights of stone stairs across what 
once was a concourse buried up to 4m below the surface, dating from the first 
century, just below that little mosque 

 They have also discovered a road that leads up from this concourse, right up to 
the temple mount 

 Now there are buildings and things now built over some of the site – but this is 
the true Pool of Siloam, the one which has been shown to tourists was but a 
feeder reserve for the Pool 

 <Slide #5>, here is another picture taken on site, of an artists rendering (picture 
of a painting) of the original structure as they believed it would have appeared 

 It measures about 68 Meters wide, and would have been indeed a remarkable 
sight, with a very practical purpose.  Look at this…<Slide #6> 

 This is another artist’s rendering which tries to capture the satellite picture, as it 
might have appeared in the first century 

 We have a large <Frame #2> Pool of Siloam at the bottom right, the pilgrims, 
coming to worship, all hot & sweaty, can come and do their ritual bathing here. 

 Presenting themselves clean and undefiled, before taking the <Frame #3> path 
up to meet with their God.   (Psalms of Ascent) 

 And Jesus said to this bloke… “GO, wash in the Pool of Siloam” 

 He had literally never seen the pool, the city, nor the Temple. 

 He had literally always been refused access to the house of God 

 And Jesus sent him to this place to wash his face.  To receive his sight. 

 Jesus said, “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him”. 

 He washes his face and what does he see? 

 Well, he sees that he can see, of course. 

 But he can also see the pilgrim road, leading up to where the faithful can meet 
with God; where he can meet with God.  No obstacles, no impediments. 

 The Pool of Siloam, has become a place of welcoming.  Not exclusion. 
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 Everything is dealt with. 
❖ So the man went and washed and came back seeing! 1 
❖ “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 2 Said Jesus 

 Three things to say about this.  One or more of which, for you to ponder. 

 Open your eyes to your true identity, dignity and worth. 

 He was led down those three flights of stairs to the pool. 

 He has to edge gingerly into the pool 

 He needs to apply the water to his eyes 

 It was an act of blind trust, and for that movement he sees with those first blinking 
glances, the stairway leading to (as it were) heaven. 

 Jesus ministry, His deep longing is that Gods house would be open to all.  And 
he makes the way clear – he might see with his eyes, now he perceives with his 
heart, a healing of the spirit, just as much as the optic nerve. 

 There are many reasons we ourselves might believe ourselves marginalised, 
excluded, rejected.  Outside of normal people’s expectations. 

 Good news.  Siloam promises that our self-worth does not come from what other 
people say about us.  It comes from what God says about us, & what He has 
already declared. 

 Join the Pilgrim way: Jesus issued an imperative instruction.  Go to this place, 
line up with others – who you had imagined more deserving – and find the path 
God has set aside for you.  This is a call to responsibility. 

 For one who is powerless and with nothing, it is perhaps easiest to dump the 
certainties or securities of life, there is little to lose, and so little to fear. 

 But never the less – the call is to move.  To shift toward the place of Change that 
God has called you to. 

 We leave behind what has gone before, the attitudes, the fears and behaviours & 
enter the water. 

 John the Baptiser preached a baptism of repentance cleansing.  Jesus Baptism is 
one of going down (into death of self) and rising up in His new life, through us 

 If you have stalled in your Christian walk, retrace your steps, looking & listening 
for the voice of Jesus.  What has he asked of you?  How have you responded? 

 The Water of the Spirit: One of the temple festivals, the ‘ceremony of water 
drawing’, followed a prophecy of Ezekiel, in which Ezekiel saw the water of life 
gushing our of the altar in the Jerusalem temple, and flowing out as a deepening 
river for the refreshment of all.  The ceremony involves taking water in a pitcher 
from the Pool of Siloam and pouring it out. 

 It is a picture of the energetic and transformative work of the Spirit of God., giving 
life, and life, and life. 

 If you read on into ch 9 & 10 and onward we find that the once-blind man sees 
more than he expects as he is cross examined and tested at every point by those 
who doubt or hate Jesus.  He sees what goes on in their hearts 

 But for himself he knows He belongs – even when – Ironically, they exclude him 
from the Temple for not agreeing with them! 

 Where are you on the journey, with Jesus.  What certainties of blindness does 
this man challenge in you?  What movement is Jesus calling you to make? 
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