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<Slides #1> 

 What’s in a name?  What connections do we make? 

 <Slides #2, 3 & 4> There are some images that plug straight into our memories 
and the associations that we make, yes? 

 Some of these are accidents, others careless, and still more culpable. 

 Each carry with perceptions, an assessment of those who were involved, and the 
Corporate ethic at work 

 And on an international stage, under the scrutiny of popular opinion & social 
commentary, those things can stick 

 At a personal level, right up close in relational terms & outside the dizzy and 
sometimes overblown media portrayal, these function differently <Slide #5 
(blank)> 

 What is done and how it affects us is of great significance.  It is instructive, it is 
formative, shaping the future. 

 I think todays Scripture speaks of that in two ways 

 The setting of the reading we have heard, is Mount Sinai.  The flight from Egypt 
(Exodus) of the children of Israel, -exciting as it was- is now in the rear-vision 
mirror, and the people are beginning to ponder what next? 

 And here is their answer.  They are standing at the foot of the mountain, 
shrouded in smoke, fire, dark cloud & earthquake and they have just heard the 
booming Voice of Yahweh. 

 And they have almost certainly soiled their shorts!  To the point where they say – 
if we hang around God right up this close – we are just gunna end up like the 
proverbial bug on the windscreen, God’s going to zap us for sure. 

 Hey!  Here’s an idea.  Let’s send Moses off on our behalf and he can ‘do the 
business’ with God and, (presuming he survives) then we will listen to him and 
then do that 

 And God says.  “Yep.  Let’s do that – ‘cause you are right!”. 

 So, Moses goes off and has this extraordinary interview with God and we pick up 
in chapter 6, as he returns to them <Frame #2> 

❖ Deuteronomy 6:1–3 (ESV) 1 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and 
the rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do 
them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear the 
LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes 
and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that 
your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it 
may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.  

 Okay.  Displaced formerly enslaved people.  Fragmented community 
understanding – and here Moses is setting them up with the means whereby they 
might inherit an ancient promise first made to Abraham in Genesis 12 hundreds & 
hundreds of years beforehand. 

 Just… (vs.3)  “Hear” – not just auditory reception, “Hearing” in this instance 
anticipates action.  Like going to a “Hearing” – something serious should result. 

 Obey, follow & you will get it all.  Every good thing promised – everything the 
ancestors were told, you will experience. 

 But that obedience is shaped, in verse 2, it inserts a word which we might find 
irksome – inconsistent “That you may Fear the LORD your God” 
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 At once this is not about legalistic compliance – there is emotion, passion 
connected with it – the word used is “Fear” 

 The sense of that word however is not some much terror, as it is Reverence 

 In the early 1400’s there was an English Mystic, her name was Julian of Norwich 
who said 

 ‘For our courteous Lord willeth that we should be as homely with him as heart may think 

or soul desire. But let us beware that we take not so recklessly this homeliness as to leave 

courtesy.’1 

 But the outcome is very favourable for these refugees, - much of the balance of 
Deuteronomy contains the directions for living for this community that should 
guide it to that end. 

 But the core – the Jewel in their future will be found, not in ticking the box, but in 
love 

 And the next verse draws it all together <Slide #6> 

 This is the Shema a foundational statement of faith for the Israelites & later the 
Jews.  It is familiar to us because Jesus quotes it (Mark 12:29) 

 Again “Hear!” – Pursue this.   

 It is a statement of theology & of belonging.  THE Unique God, who is One. 

 And the covenant is reflected in Love, the desire to obey – an awareness of what 
God has done in the past, and the good faith that God will steadfastly keep to the 
covenant in the future 

 And Jesus says – “yep. That’s the Gig.  That is how it works”. 

 That is how it applies – both in distant ancient times with their physical idols & 
misc., deities; 

 In Jesus days with the endemic legalism in which so much confidence was place;  

 And in these days with the multiple false sources of confidence, that would seek 
to distract us & draw us away from God.  My God.  One.  All of me. 

 We see here Heart, Soul, Might.  The expectation, nay command, is for the 
follower to commit all to this end.  The will & passion; the allegiance of purpose; 
and the outward action. 

 I opened today talking about “what’s in a name?”  What is the reality behind the 
face of things, How might it be judged 

 Where the strength is, or weakness, vulnerability, foundation 

 This is a journey that God asks of you.  One that will enfold your destiny and 
outlook on life.  The relinquishment of Heart, Soul & Might is a pilgrimage into 
trust 

 And God, through Moses, is determined that this be passed on.<Slide #7> 

 In the west we have been exposed to education, in a particular mould.  A class 
room, a teacher, the recollection of facts, the passing of examinations. 

 Yet perhaps we have been exposed to an idea that learning is better caught, than 
taught. 

 Being a teachers spouse, debriefing with her at the end of the day I can tell you 
that what goes on in the home, has far greater influence than pedagogical 
technique 

 “Hear O Israel, The LORD our God, the Lord is One!” 

 What would happen in the life of a child if the heart relationship of a parent with 
the Almighty was, daily, witnessed by little eyes. 

                                                           
1 Julian of Norwich Revelations of Divine Love (Ch.77) 
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 What would happen if the decision making and discussion around any issue (at 
all really), was framed from this one faith perspective? 

 Always work in progress, always ruminating on how the days events might be 
approached from the truth and wisdom that God gives. 

 And beyond the children, what about in the communities in which you dwell? 

 Look at this… <Slide #8> 
❖ v.8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontals on your foreheads 

 By Jesus time the interpretation of this scripture had been reduced to “Bling”, little 
boxes which the establishment holy people used to adorn themselves with 

 That did not get a good wrap from Jesus who pointed out the ‘phylacteries’ (Matt 
23:5) as just a show, with no substance. 

 You want depth – look at the words again 

 Bind them as a sign on your hands – the hands do the work – the hands take 
action and make things happen – if the words (whether literally or figuratively) are 
on the hands – then what quality will the actions possess? 

 They shall be as frontlets (frontals between your eyes), You have eyes to see – 
but if the Word of God dwells like a lens there between then, what else will you 
see?  Eyes are about guidance - and Moses is dropping in God’s GPS to lead His 
people about 

 This word today is a real challenge to us in our commitment and Love for God.  It 
tests who we have faith in and how we apply it. 

 Yes, there is plain counsel here for things you could do, to keep this Word close – 
put up bible verse posters, dwell upon Godly Christian music; set aside that time 
in daily meditation 

 By itself – I might be window dressing, it is too easy to tick a box & feel holy 

 But to continue to dip in to God’s word, to wrestle with application – or fellowship 
with other siblings who might have walked the path before (probably better than 
theorists), who knows where God will take you? 

 But as I dwell upon the Shema, and what God anticipates such devotion will look 
like, once again, I am challenged to dive deeper, to surrender a little more of that 
which I am holding bac; and to discover what God is setting before me, as I listen 
to the lunch room chat. 


