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 <Slide #1> I want to pull together the journey we have taken over the last few 
weeks, ‘cause I am looking to find Marks purpose for me, given the effort he has 
put into jamming chapter 4 into his Gospel 

 Because it does stand out.  Let’s just go back and have a look at that 

 <Slide #2> Ch 1-3, <Frame #2> no nativity; straightaway into Jesus 
commissioning; early ministry; the calling & appointment of the twelve.  Then… 

❖ Mark 3:33–35 (NLT) 33 Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my 
brothers?” 34 Then he looked at those around him and said, “Look, these are my 
mother and brothers. 35 Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and sister and 
mother.”  

 <Frame #3> Then we get to Ch. 4, we’ll come back to that 

 …then ch. 5 – 16 and on this crazy ride continues… <Frame #4>This is a terribly 
truncated summary, but it is a pretty rapid-fire kinda gospel 

 Perhaps the only reprieve we get is ch. 13 where Jesus takes the boys aside in 
Jerusalem, and talks about the end times – what is going to happen, what they 
might expect, what they need to do. 

 And then off we go again – the plotting of the Hierarchy, Final Passover together; 
Gethsemane; trial the cross; the Resurrection 

 And in between, we have chapter 4.  Mark put that in there thinking that might do 
you and me some good.  Why?  What was the thinking, what’s the strategy? 
<Slide #3> 

 Four parables (the first with a protracted explanation), and the stilling of the storm 
(as we have heard read today). 

 Parables – ticking timebombs of truth, ready to bring us into reality. 

 The soils the receptivity of the heart to the seed.  The Lamp – Jesus’ coming 
inevitably brings Kingdom change – God reveals His purpose;  The Growing 
Seed – our development is the work of God, we don’t need to fret, it will come; 
the Mustard seed – our Kingdom growth it starts imperceptibly, but grows steadily 
until it becomes a blessing & refuge for others 

 We know that now, right? 

 So where does that leave us with the Calming of the sea?  Should we bung it in 
the hurley burley of chapter 5? 

 No, Mark specifically makes a link, with what just happened 
❖ <Slide #4> Mark 4:35 (NKJV) 35 On the same day, when evening had come, He 
said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side.”  

 Mark wants us to understand that that bit (parables) & this bit, travel together, 

 And as you read on <Frame #2> he gives this really detailed account of what 
happened 

 …They took him in the boat as he was;  little boats (that never come into it 
again);  waves beating the boat & filling;  Jesus asleep on the pillow 

 A fiction writer does not generally write like this – it does not contribute to story 
development.  To know that means – you are receiving a genuine eye-witness 
account (Mark-Peter link) 

 So to is what happens next… <Slide #5> 

 Mark’s perspective, as I have said, is pretty blunt & tell-it-as-it-is 

 And the tone of vs. 38 is really very accusative (NLT “shouted”) 

 Don’t you care?  We’re done for!  I mean if you have a group of seasoned 
fishermen, who have now reached the point where their concern has hit panic 
stations – what do you do?  “Hey, let’s go wake the carpenter!” 
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 So they are packing it!  Really Fearful.  The rudeness of Mark’s wording reflects the 

way frustrated and desperate people speak1 

 Jesus responds <Frame #2> 
❖ “Peace, be still” 

 It is one thing for the wind to abate really fast, it is quite another for the sea to 
instantly match it – the physics would suggest it would take some time before the 
water was still. 

 Not here.  “Peace, be still” 

 The Kingdom is revealing itself, like a light from under a basket.  Creation is 
secondary to the Work of God – and this guy, Jesus doesn’t even have to pray… 
He just says “Peace, be still” 

 There is a connection they are failing to make – we will see that in a moment 
❖ <Slide #6> Mark 4:40 (NKJV) 40 But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? 
How is it that you have no faith?”  

 If we plumb the depths of the original written language – the word here is 
“cowardly”, “losing heart”. 

 Then he talks about “no faith” 

 But think back… You remember at the end of Chapter 3 Jesus… 
❖ Mark 3:34–35 (NKJV) 34 And He looked around in a circle at those who sat 
about Him, and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! 35 For whoever does 
the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother.”  
❖ Mark 4:11 (NKJV) 11 And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in 
parables,  

 Then He proceed to give them a string of Parables to guide them on their journey 

 So, they are carrying great honour and privilege – the Grace of God is upon 
them, and Jesus Himself has noted their standing 

 Yet, we have just seen that this went right out the window, when the storm blew 
in 

 The problem is not that they don’t know – but that they don’t trust. 

 Vs. 41 they feared exceedingly!  But now they are not afraid of the sea.  This is 
not cowardice, but the fear of God. 

 The presence of the supernatural is more frightening to humanity than the most 

destructive of natural disasters2 

 No terror about God, mind you… this is different.  This is recognising who we are 
and who God is, and respecting the difference. 

 It is in this moment they see Jesus anew.  Who is this man? Who can it be? 

 If this is what the Kingdom is about, if this is where the “Growing things” parables 
are taking us… what is this demanding of us 

 Can we really surrender control?  Are we prepared to do that, simply for trust’s 
sake? 

 You can read all about Jesus, you can admire him, cheer him on, appreciate all 
that is said about Him, even by God Himself 

 But inevitably the person of Jesus is going to come crashing into your 
discipleship, asking you questions.  Hoping you will have courage. 

                                                           
1 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 149). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 
2 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 152). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 
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Sermon Page 3 25 March 18 

 At the personal spiritual level there is a deep lesson to be learned from the stilling of the 

storm incident. For the disciple it should be enough to be with the Lord, whether life’s 

seas are running smoothly or not. Forms of Christianity which encourage and promise a 

life of continual success, excitement and growth will not only lead to frustration and 

despair; they actually point the disciple towards the wrong goal in the Christian 

pilgrimage. It is enough that Christ goes with us on our journey. We do not judge his care 

for us, nor the state of our discipleship, by the roughness of the seas over which we sail. 3 

                                                           
3 English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (p. 107). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press. 
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