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 <Slide #1>  

 <Slide #2> Ok quick recap of History of our friend Jehoshaphat 

 <Frame #1> Ch 17. Jehoshaphat ascends the throne; secures Judah Towns; 
commits himself to LORD; Removes Pagan worship 

 <Frame #2> Ch. 18. Jehoshaphat makes nice with Northern Kingdom (Ahab); 
doesn’t go so well; escapes with his life 

 <Frame #3> Ch 19. Jehoshaphat moves among his people; establishes 
courts; establishes religious instruction. 

 We pick this up in Chapter 20 – no good deed ever goes unpunished! 

 You would think he might cop  a break, for all the good things he has been up to! 

 <Slide #3> No.  All the Eastern neighbours, Ammonites, Moabites, & the 
Meunites (ex Edom, Mt Seir), have come across the river and are making a “B” 
line for control of Judah.  Let’s have a quick look. 

 <Frame #2> Map; Turn it on its side<Frame #3>; Expand <Frame #4> 

 So the baddies are coming in from here <Frame #5> 

 Is that bad news? <Slide #4>  You betcha 

 But Jehoshaphat’s response is extraordinary 

 He reacted.  He prayed.  He called everyone’s attention in prayer and fasting.  
They came & joined with him. 

 The ground work had been done.  The training had been put in.  Jehoshaphat’s 
reforms had strengthened the people to respond, with faith. 

 Don’t ever doubt any minute of time you have put into learning the ways of God.  
Bible study.  Meditation.  It is preparation for what happens when you walk out 
your door 

 And so, Jehoshaphat started to pray… <Frame #2> 

 And what a prayer that was! 

 He began by declaring the facts about who God is, as we can see here… 

 He reminds God about the promises of favour God made to Abraham – Promises 
drawn deep from Israel’s history – for help in calamity (We can cry out to you to 

save us, and you will hear us and rescue us.’1) 

 He talks about their present problems with these invading armies – and the fact 
that God prohibited Joshua and Moses from attacking them 

❖ 2 Chronicles 20:12 (NLT) 12 O our God, won’t you stop them? We are powerless 
against this mighty army that is about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but 
we are looking to you for help.”  

 And as the men women and children stood together, this bloke up the back, 
inspired in that moment by the Spirit of God Prophecy’s Gods favourable answer 
to this prayer 

❖ 2 Chronicles 20:17 (NLT) 17 But you will not even need to fight. Take your 
positions; then stand still and watch the LORD’s victory. He is with you, O people of 
Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid or discouraged. Go out against them 
tomorrow, for the LORD is with you!” 

 So, the following morning the community went out.  Jehoshaphat told them to 
have faith in what God had said, and then he did what any king would do, in the 
face of an overwhelming enemy army. 

 He said <Slide #5> “Bring out the Choir!” 

 And of course, as we have heard – they won the day. 

                                                           
1 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (2 Ch 20:9). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt;ref=BibleNLT.2Ch20.9;off=183;ctx=me_is_honored$E2$80$A2$E2$80$A2$E2$80$A2$E2$80$A2._$E2$80$A2~We_can_cry_out_to_yo
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 Three elements critical to understanding this account today, and Jehoshaphat’s 
response to it <Slide #6> 

 Trust – a deep confidence in God honouring His word 
❖ 2 Chronicles 20:20b (NLT) 20b …Believe in the LORD your God, and you will be 
able to stand firm. Believe in his prophets, and you will succeed.” <Frame #2> 

 Diligence – doing what needs to be done – not a quietism, there is a long-time 
pattern of responsibility in faithfulness, behind the King <Frame #3> 

 Humility – Jehoshaphat knows exactly who he is.  He understands how the 
world turns, and who is actually in charge 

❖ 2 Chronicles 20:12b (NLT) 12b …We are powerless against this mighty army that 
is about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but we are looking to you for 
help.” 

Glory to Thee for strength withheld, 
For want and weakness known, 
For fear that drives me to Thyself 
For what is most my own.2 

 Now tell me, how accessible is all that to you?  How ‘grounded’ in true life? 

 Is this real or just “the kind of thing a Pastor says” …and then we all get back on 
with it? 

 Does God even do that kind of stuff, in my experience?  In my Church? 

 Does God bring about extraordinary answers, drawn from the well of promises, 
the experience of a community of God’s people, the cry of prayer – in the face of 
great obstacles 

 I have been around for a while now – I sometimes forget who has come, and who 
has gone, from our fellowship 

 I recently had a reminder that there are certain events in the 21st century history 
of this fellowship, of which not all of us will be aware. 

 Testimonies of God’s faithfulness which, as cool & entertaining as they are, will 
do more to fortify our faith, and strengthen our living & praying before God 

 …to reach Jehoshaphat kinda experiences in this community, this place, this 
time. 

 Most of you will know Jude and Daisy, Jude has regularly shared with us 
(particularly in recent years) from God’s word, in this place. 

 But the story goes further back than that… perhaps even 15 years… <Slide #7> 

 The original problem (Visa’s) 

 The first solution (Three Churches co-operating & LRC) 

 Suicide prevention, NW 

 The obstacles (Rejections, appeals, Tribunals and the Minister) 

 The response (Publicly – petitions & prayer) 

 The Answer of God. (Calendar boy!) 

 Since then 

                                                           
2 Wilcock, M. (1987). The Message of Chronicles: One Church, One Faith, One Lord. (J. A. Motyer & D. 

Tidball, Eds.) (p. 195). Leicester, England: Inter-Varsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bst13ch12;ref=Bible.2Ch20.1-30;off=3836;ctx=ause_for_gratitude.$0A~Glory_to_thee_for_st

