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 Last week I opened our time together talking about a Sixty Minutes story1 to be 
screened Last Sunday night concerning Domestic Violence that occurred in a 
non-aligned independent Baptist Church 

 The story was built around the teaching of that church, which defended the 
incident on the grounds of (apparent) “biblical” teaching on male Headship <Slide 
#1>  

 Furthermore the previous week on ABC’s “7:30 Report” & “the Drum”, Journalist 
Julia Baird2 produced a story on the topic of domestic violence within the 
Christian Church following a year long inquiry 

 So this week, because you asked, we are going to dwell here for a bit 

 We will look at the basics, when It comes to Domestic violence 

 We will look at the matter of male Headship, which is in the bible – and consider 
what that actually means 

 And finally (if we are not exhausted) we will think about how as God’s people we 
should respond at a practical level 

 Okay – in society generally, we have heard much about Domestic violence in 
recent years, and the media are keeping it out there.  <Slide #2> We have had 
Rosie Batty advocating for this, and White ribbon days & ambassadors and so on 

 And the message about abuse within families and intimate partners, is not on. 
This is criminal conduct and the law can and does act upon it. 

 The sad detail of this is that the majority of abuse occurs between spouses and 
typically the Male is the perpetrator and the Female the victim. 

 Much of the campaign is focussed on that, however abuse is not limited to those 
relationships 

 Abuse is also seen within families – adults toward children and, more recent 
reports are made of children directed toward parents.  There is also evidence of 
significant abuse between “ex” partners.  Children witnessing household abuse is 
in its own right abuse against the child (reported 48%) 

 The pervasiveness of Abuse incidents is to be found equally across society; Kofi 
Annan, Sec General of the UN said “It knows no boundaries of geography, 
culture or wealth” 

 It is also found equally in Hetero and Homosexual relationships 

 The distinguishing factor between the abuse found is the kind of abuse recorded. 

 Whilst physical abuse is perhaps where our minds go first; <Slide #3 & Next 7 
frames> 

 Physical violence – (ie: attack upon the person/ property/ children/ pets, etc.) is 
by no means the only form of abuse. 

 Social Abuse – isolation from family & Friends 

 Economic Abuse -complete control over economic resources, inadequate 
“allowance” 

 Sexual abuse – degradation or non consensual sexual activity, sexual insults 

 Verbal abuse – put downs, humiliation (Public/ Private) destroying self esteem 

 Emotional abuse – Blaming behaviours, manipulation, sulking, withdrawal & 
undermining self esteem. 

                                                           
1 https://www.9now.com.au/60-minutes/2017/extras/extra-minutes/extra-minutes/sins-of-the-father-1 
2 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-24/how-to-navigate-the-research-on-domestic-violence/8738738 
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 Spiritual Abuse – preventing religious observance, controlling participation in 
ceremonies, coercive behaviour contrary to beliefs& use of religious teachings as 
a reason for violence 

 There are legal provision made to counter all these, and indeed as people of faith 
we would expect there to be  

❖ Romans 13:1–3 (NLT) 1 Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all 
authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed 
there by God. 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what 
God has instituted, and they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear 
in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to 
live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you.  

 Paul is speaking of Secular authorities – noting God’s appointment of them to 
govern well and bring security. vs.6 They are God’s ministers attending 
continually to this very thing” 

 It seems to me laws in this direction, are entirely consistent with the biblical 
themes that set out our common responsibilities, before God our creator 

 But what about within a Christian relationship?  This might be a fine ideal to 
aspire to, but what is the counsel of Scripture to believers? 

 Are their things in the bible which modify the principle of ‘brotherly love’ within the 
most intimate settings of the Christian Household. 

 The focus of these recent TV reports has revolved around the teaching of 
Headship, and how that has worked out in practise. 

 Specifically, how Scripture has been co-opted by male individuals, to justify 
abusive behaviour to their spouses – within a Christian marital relationship 

 there are a couple of Scriptures that touch on this issue, but for the most part 
<Slide #4> this passage from Ephesians, gets the headlines…  

❖ Ephesians 5:22–24 (NKJV) 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; 
and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.  

 To a woman who does actually desire to serve God, this might seem the end of 
the argument.  Submit, in everything. 

 However in practise this has led to circumstances of considerable abuse and 
injury, as the idea of what Headship and submission means has translated into a 
brutal patriarchal-ism, characterised by domination & control. – Illustration. 

 “Your problem is you won’t obey me.  The bible says you must obey me and you 
refuse” He yelled. “You are a failure as a wife, as a Christian, as a Mother, you 
insubordinate…” 

 Quite simply, No.  This is not what headship is all about, and it is inconsistent 
with both Jesus and Paul’s teachings 

 So what do we do?  Do we ignore this part of the Scripture?  Brush it aside? 

 What do we make of the idea of male headship? 

  <Slide #5> 

 There are two errors made in the use of Scripture which are frequently the source 
of perverse readings & actions, in the name of faith 

 Cherry picking verses is one of them – focussing on just the bits you need… 
So…<Slide #6> If we read around vs. 22-24, we find some other insightful words 
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 <Frame #2> In the preceding paragraph Paul give this wonderful paragraph 
about God’s people nurturing one another in all Spiritual wisdom, and he 
summarises saying …”Submit to one another” 

 If you read beyond into vs. 25, and through to 33, Pauls attention is directed back 
to the Male, and he qualifies everything he is saying, by linking it to how Jesus 
behaves toward His church 

 If you read on into chapter 6 Paul then goes to speak of the need for obedience 
(unlike wives!) with respect of children and their parents; and the obedient 
relationship of slaves (employees) toward their bosses. 

 So within the space of two chapters Paul has begun with wise Christian living, 
and then he has singled out three key disempowered groups Women, Children & 
Slaves, and rewritten the rulebook with teaching that gives hope 

 In the light of the teaching of Jesus and his apostles, we may confidently and repeatedly 

affirm at least three relevant truths: first, the dignity of womanhood, childhood and 

servanthood; secondly, the equality before God of all human beings, irrespective of their 

race, rank, class, culture, sex or age, because all are made in his image; and the even 

deeper unity of all Christian believers, as fellow-members of God’s family and of Christ’s 

body.3 

 The call to Male headship in the midst of this is a call to act with the profound 
understanding of responsibility before God, to do so in a Christlike manner 

 …the submission required is to God’s authority delegated to human beings. If, therefore, 

they misuse their God-given authority (e.g. by commanding what God forbids or 

forbidding what God commands), then our duty is no longer conscientiously to submit, 

but conscientiously to refuse to do so4  

 To ‘submit’ therefore as your response, not to your husband, but as your service 
to your Lord <Slide #7> 

 The second error in reading Scripture, is to fail to take account of the rest of the 
counsel of God’s word.  Husbands are commanded to vs. 25 …love your wives, 
just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her 

 What was the nature of Christs love for the church? 
❖ John 13:12–14 (NKJV) 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His 
garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to 
you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.  
❖ Matthew 20:25–28 (NKJV) 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great 
exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever 
desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27 And whoever 
desires to be first among you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  
❖ Romans 2:4 (NKJV) 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, 
forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance?  

                                                           
3 Stott, J. R. W. (1979). God’s new society: the message of Ephesians (p. 217). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 

Press. 
4 Stott, J. R. W. (1979). God’s new society: the message of Ephesians (pp. 218–219). Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus70eph?ref=Bible.Eph5.21-33&off=13085&ctx=to+explain+himself.%0a~In+the+light+of+the+
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus70eph?ref=Bible.Eph5.21-33&off=16683&ctx=ditional+obedience.+~No%2c+the+submission+r
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❖ 1 Corinthians 15:47–49 (NKJV) 47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; 
the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are 
those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who 
are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly Man.  
❖ Galatians 3:28 (NKJV) 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 Any teaching that declares that Male headship contains an authoritarianism that 
disempowers, that subjects, and that controls in domination, has missed the point 
of the coming of Christ 

 The opportunity of Christian living if for us to build each other up, to empower, to 
release the glimpse of Christ we find in our intimate partners – so that we might 
be able to hold one another up before God on that day, perfect. 

 But I am very sure that the purpose of the scriptures is not to place a weapon in 
the hands of those whose brokenness leads them to a place where they have to 
abuse to maintain control; to dominate in order to feel a (false) peace; and to 
window dress their lives to ‘present well’ to the public, whilst hiding the darkness. 

  

 There is more that could be said here, but I just want to finally touch on and that 
is how do we respond? 

  

 Shouldn’t we forgive?  - the invention of lying & cycles of abuse 
❖ Matthew 10:16 (NKJV) 16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  

 Place of counselling:- Not in an already abusive situation.  DV requires significant 
intervention.  Perpetrator programs & limits 

 The name of the church! – but this is no excuse for concealing/ keeping abuse “in 
house” - it is a police matter 

 Church can teach what it likes – a chronic abuser will continue to shift themselves 
away from that teaching 

 Remembering the place of hiddenness – that it must be kept “proper & 
respectable”  on the outside.    No! 

 Impact on others:- Children witnessing abuse – what happens later in life;  
Homelessness and abused women/ families 

 Divorce: - the place of covenant, Malachi 2:10-16 

 Limitations of the system – sometimes the best-intentioned laws go wrong, 
(AVO’s, misjudgements of officials, pseudo ‘victims’) so victims need strong 
support 

 
Isaiah 61:1–4 (NKJV) 1 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD 

has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the 
day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To console those who 
mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they may be called trees of 
righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.” 4 And they 
shall rebuild the old ruins, They shall raise up the former desolations, And they 
shall repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations.  


