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 <Slide #1> 

 A lot is currently being said in the media about Christianity, with the implication 
that contradicting another’s opinion, is a hypocritical betrayal of the Bible’s call to 
love. 

 If only those same voices read and understood the rest of the Bible’s counsel, 
before they spoke. 

 But such persons do have their own purposes, and this would not be the first time 
theology has been manipulated to conform to a very human agenda 

 Perhaps it is timely to remember What Paul declares in the first verse of todays 
reading <Slide #2> 

❖ Romans 12:9 (NKJV) 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to 
what is good.  

 Yes, Love is of profound importance in both understanding God and in living the 
Christian life.  And the first (Understanding God) profoundly flavours the later 
(Living “Christian”) 

 Indeed the entire book of Romans is shaped around that relationship. 

 You may be aware that Romans holds a profoundly important place in the NT, for 
the clarity it brings to Christian theology and practise 

 Chapter 12 is the hinge point to the book. 

 Then first eleven chapters are a majestic, dense exposition of the crucial 
elements of our understanding of God’s salvation work through time starting from 
the Old testament, and culminating, being fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ 

 Paul methodically & patiently sets out the condition of the world, the place of sin 
in humanities experience; God’s Judgment;   God’s righteousness apart from 
legalistic rituals – for those who are of faith; God’s wonderful promises to those 
who are saved; with Christs atoning work on the cross taking the punishment for 
all; because God wants to restore his creation to Himself in love. 

 Paul talks about our status then before God as restored sinners – now sons and 
daughters of the living God, who we now have the privilege of calling “Father” 

 Paul brings together our understanding between the old Covenant (Israel) and 
New covenant (Christ), as God’s work of love, His act of mercy, toward us all 

 It is a breathtaking read.  It reaches its peak, despite all the hardships of the 
moments, in God’s passion for us, and what He has done to achieve His hearts 
desire. 

❖ Romans 11:33–36 (NKJV) 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding 
out! 34 “For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His 
counselor?” 35 “Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?” 36 For 
of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.  

 11 Chapters detailing the precise understanding of God’s actions, culminating in 
Christ 

 And then he turns straight away to application  through to the end of the book, 
what that means for us <Frame #2> and the relationships we have with each 
other individually & in society.  And he begins saying this. 

❖ Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.  
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 Given all this that God has done, I beseech you… be living sacrifices, Love your 
lives by this reality …and be transformed by the renewing of your mind – to this 
idea of what God has done 

 <Slide #3> It would be selling it a bit short then to turn to 12:9 on, and say to you, 
“well therefore you just better be really nice to one another – or else.” 

 This is not a call to slavish compliance with rules and regulations.  To a moral 
code book – by which we can assess for ourselves if we are in the right, or in the 
wrong 

 If you want that kind of thing you need only go to the Tax act, or the Rules of the 
Road 

 What Romans anticipates is something far more significant, impactful and 
enduring, that profoundly changes your being. 

 Now, as I look through the kind of behaviours that Paul anticipates, I know for 
sure, that I have failed at many points. 

 There are times when I have had to force myself to comply to being “kindly 
affectionate”, “Patient in tribulation”, or being Hospitable. 

 My transformation is not an instantaneous event, and God has, on many 
occasions had to face up to my own garbage – before this kind of thing sat in a 
more natural part of my heart – that ‘renewing of mind’ 

 But one thing I realised as I meditated on these words earlier this week, was a 
common theme. 

 A behind the scenes realization that, when I finally grasped it, made sense in 
living this out 

 Two things happen when we come into close awareness of God, and His 
presence in our experience. 

 The first, obviously is about God Himself, what He is like, His character & Person. 

 We celebrate Fathers day today, and we have the opportunity to remember the 
character of our own Dad’s.  For a few of us, that might not be an overly happy 
recollection 

 But for many of us, the quirks, the attitudes, values, habits and sayings are right 
there in our memories, & true whether those Men remain living among us, or 
have passed on. 

 The Second thing we notice when we come close to God is our own condition 
…certainly in contrast to the snippet or glimpse, that we have caught of the 
Almighty. 

 That can be disturbing.  In fact, it almost always is, and we can respond to that by 
turning away (I refuse to see that); or stopping and listening to what that 
revelation is teaching. 

 I have noticed that the words about God that I have learned from my youth, I 
have paid so little attention to. 

 God Loves you.  God is always with You.  God hears my prayers.  God knows 
your heart, your rising up and your laying down. 

 I have rehearsed those words in church so many times – yet behaved in ways 
that suggested (when it came right down to it), we actually God loves me, he is 
with me, hears me – only when I fulfil certain conditions. 

 I have been training myself in recent years to stop, when I get to the “yeah but’s” 
and try and actually accept at face value what God promises.  And then think 
about why I was so reluctant to accept it. 
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 It mostly boils down to fear & lies.  Strange fears that I am actually not good 
enough.  Fears that I actually have to perform, in order for Jesus will come 
through for me. 

 The psalmist came to a similar realisation <Slide #4> 
❖ Psalm 51:16–17 (NKJV) 16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give 
it; You do not delight in burnt offering. (performance) 
❖ 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— 
These, O God, You will not despise. (faith) 

 When we accept precisely who we are before God, who we truly are – it is an act 
of humility for us in the west to admit we really control so few things) 

 …and then understand that God loves us right there anyhow, we our view begins 
to change. 

 If God really loves us. If He ‘has our back’ anyhow, then our fear of failure, or fear 
of the other – a competitor, dissolves.  We need not be so defensive, so anxious, 
and so probne to lies 

 When this attitude ripens for long enough – you begin to see the fears of others, 
in their motiovations and words.  Not to pronounce judgement against them, but 
rather with empathy – because I have been there not so long ago myself. 

 Lets go back to our Scripture passage today 
❖ Romans 12:9–16 (NKJV) 9 Let love be without hypocrisy [or agenda]. Abhor 
what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord [not careerist clamouring]; 12 rejoicing in hope, 
patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of 
the saints, given to hospitality [unafraid to surrender advantage]. 14 Bless those who 
persecute you; [seeing their fears] bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind [capacity for 
empathy] toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate 
with the humble [status]. Do not be wise in your own opinion.  

 No, this list provided for Paul is not a checklist for compliance. 

 This is the outworking of a humble heart that knows within, peace beyond striving 
& clamouring.  A heart at rest, a soul comfortable and thankful for what God has 
given. 

 These things are the evidences of one who has been “transformed by a renewal 
of the mind” 

 Do you believe that can be you?  Really? 

 Or is that only for religious types?  Anyone else?  What excuses are you making 
for strangling the truth about God’s love for you. 

 You should bring this as a request to God… ask him for what you need.  Wait on 
Him to begin to unravel the knots of unbelief you have tied, and try not to lend 
him too much assistance! 

  
My Lord God, 

I have no idea where I am going. 

I do not see the road ahead of me. 

I cannot know for certain where it will end. 

 

Nor do I really know myself, 

and the fact that I think that I am following Your will 

does not mean that I am actually doing so. 

But I believe that the desire to please You 
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does in fact please You. 

And I hope that I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. 

 

And I know that if I do this, 

You will lead me by the right road 

although I may know nothing about it. 

 

Therefore will I trust You always, 

though I may seem to be lost 

and in the shadow of death, 

I will not fear, for You are ever with me, 

and will never leave me 

to face my perils alone. 

-Thomas Merton 

 


