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 <Slide #1> Of course, one of the coolest things about the central character of our 
Scripture passage is the sound of his name!  Jehoshaphat! 

 As I have read about him, I’ve come to greet him most affectionately as a biblical 
character.  He seems to be a good bloke – a little too trusting at times, perhaps a 
little naïve, he blunders & falls down from time to time – but we shall judge this 
from what we learn of him. (Jar-Jar Binks?) 

 Jehoshaphat is the fourth King of Judah, down south, the southern tribes – so we 
are speaking of a time that is after both David and Solomon (circa 971, & 931 BC 
respectively) 

 God’s people have split, the North going off following that utter reprobate, 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, a very wicked man indeed. 

 The South appointing their own Kings. They enjoyed mostly good Kings, a few 
ratbags asside 

 But the spiritual temperature for God’s people in this period is generally one of 
steady moral decline, the North leading the way – all headed for eventual exile 

 Jehoshaphat is the son of King Asa, who found himself the object of God’s 
displeasure for compromising Judah in an expedient political manoeuvre – when 
fidelity and trust in God’s provision, was what was needed. 

 Jehoshaphat’s reign however, from the outset was marked by favour… <Slide 
#2> 

❖ 2 Chronicles 17:3–6 (NLT) 3 The LORD was with Jehoshaphat because he 
followed the example of his father’s early years and did not worship the images of 
Baal. 4 He sought his father’s God and obeyed his commands instead of following 
the evil practices of the kingdom of Israel. 5 So the LORD established Jehoshaphat’s 
control over the kingdom of Judah. All the people of Judah brought gifts to 
Jehoshaphat, so he became very wealthy and highly esteemed. 6 He was deeply 
committed to the ways of the LORD. He removed the pagan shrines and Asherah 
poles from Judah.  

 The Chronicler who records these words, with some dismay, laments the division 
of the people of God into the North and South – and desires the healing of the rift 

 It is perhaps with this objective in mind we find (ch 18) Jehoshaphat going North 
to visit the King of Israel, to ‘make nice’ with him. 

 What could go possibly wrong when building bridges with a kinsmen like King 
Ahab (and Jezebel)? 

 Well you can read that for yourself – it doesn’t work out well for Ahab who dies in 
a battle that He and Jehoshaphat had fought together.  But even in the midst of 
that Jehoshaphat is looking for the LORD’s counsel, looking to do the right thing. 

 This is where we pick up todays passage <Slide #3> 

 Jehoshaphat escapes the battle and is home safe and sound 

 Then this Seer (Prophet) Hanani comes and fronts him about his activities.   

 Whether this was all news to Jehoshaphat, we do not know – though, with the 
benefit of hindsight, the clues were right there in chapter 18 

 So, what happens now?  Jehoshaphat has made a mistake – in the eyes of God 
no less – but he has also got a pat on the back for what he has already done. 

 Where does he go from here? 

 If he were to follow his father Asa’s example he would go from compromise to 
compromise. 
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 If he was to let his recent blunders monster him – we might expect him to 
become sullen, dispirited and give up.  He has stuffed up anyhow – God is very 
Angry 

 Look at this <Slide #4>  What do you see? 

 Back in Chapter 17 we saw he was commended for his fidelity to Yahweh, and 
for uprooting the entrenched paganism throughout his Kingdom 

 Now, he is going out among his own people, mixing it up “pressing the flesh” – 
and encouraging them in what faith under his reign and influence, will be like. 

 He is appointing community leaders and solemnly instructing them in the carriage 
of Justice, all with the fear of God as their guiding light 

 As this influence spreads, what kind of community would this produce?  A really 
healthy one, right? 

 If you continue to read through to the end of ch. 19 you will see Jehoshaphat 
establishing an appeal court with the same ends in mind. 

 And in the end he says… 
❖ 2 Chronicles 19:11b (NLT) 11 …Take courage as you fulfill your duties, and may 
the LORD be with those who do what is right.” <Slide #5> 

 I frequently speak of the inner journey we take with God, settling our hearts 
before the Lord and leading to strong communion & intimate relationship with Him 

 That is a necessary and powerful agenda, and part of God’s passionate purpose 
in redeeming us, saving us from our sin, through what Jesus has accomplished 
on the cross. 

 However, the intent of such a journey is not to separate or divorce a disciple of 
Christ from the world. 

 To live a life that’s happening exclusively on the inside - in the soul as it is; above 
or beyond from what is happening about us. 

 <Slide #6> Thomas Merton wrote “What is wanted now is not simply the 
Christian who takes an inner complacency in the words and example of Christ, 
but who seeks to follow Christ perfectly, not only in his own personal life, not only 
in prayer and penance, but also in political commitments and all social 
responsibilities…  The Christian spirit is one of compassion, responsibility, and of 
commitment.  It cannot be indifferent to suffering, to injustice, error and untruth.”1 

 The bible is in fact a profoundly subversive book, giving hope and a future to the 
powerless, and as counsel to those who have education, wealth and opportunity 
to steward that diligently. 

 Jesus reveals the Kingdom of God, (does He not?) as a mustard seed2 growing; 
as salt and light3 to bring savour and illumination in places where despair reigns.   

 To be leaven4 that causes the whole loaf of humanity to rise in righteousness, 
justice, peace and joy. <Slide #7> 

 Jehoshaphat for all his bumbling efforts, for all his naivety & gullibility, for all his 
errors, still worked to restore the Kingdom possibility seen most distinctly under 
David. 

                                                           
1 Merton, Thomas “Choosing to love the World: On Contemplation” (Sounds True; Boulder, Colorado) 

(2008) p. 21 
2 Matthew 13:31 
3 Matthew 5:13-16 
4 Matthew 13:33 
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 To build up that which would lead to the security and wellbeing of his people, and 
to exclude those influences that would separate, that reflected self-interest, 
corruption and personal indulgence or advantage. 

 Is that what you read?  Is that what you see? 

 Tomorrow at 10am, I will be down at S Benedict’s for a press photo with other 
members of the St Benedict’s Committee, and our local member Mr John Barilaro 
– acknowledging a $10,000 contribution the government made toward the work 
with Queanbeyan most Marginalised persons. 

 We have had discussions with John, and understand that he is working to find the 
centre $100,000p.a. more, just to be able to maintain the level of support we are 
currently providing.  Probably need to pray for that. 

 And the work goes on.  We are serving 60-70 lunchtime meals a day down there 
5 days a week – and the flood continues unabated. 

 So, more strength to him to help us address this crisis, eh? 

 But you know what?  It is not enough.  I am not so much speaking of the volume 
of $ we need, but of the existence of the problem in the first place. 

 It is not right that poverty and homelessness, untreated mental health, and 
domestic violence are rising in this country. 

 It is unacceptable at a structural level. 

 Australian Society should be aghast that Welfare in these kinds of areas, is a 
“growth industry”. 

 This work is hard!  We are not looking for more business – in fact if we went out 
of business through “lack of customers” – well, I could live with that. 

 What kind of corruption is occurring in our society that these things are an 
emerging problem.  What kind of carelessness or apathy is this? 

 Some of the answers are apparent – others are yet to be identified, and yes, it is 
a complicated problem 

 To men of Faith, facing this kind of issue purely on the remedial front, is not what 
the Gospel is all about. 

 To men of Faith also addressing the structural side of our collective sin as a 
nation, is what it is to be Salt and light, yeast in our community. 

 The spirit of God has been nagging away at me these last few weeks about a 
hand full of verses from… <Slide #8> 

❖ Isaiah 58:10–12 (NKJV) 
❖ 10 If you extend your soul to the hungry 
❖ And satisfy the afflicted soul, 
❖ Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, 
❖ And your darkness shall be as the noonday. 
❖ 11 The LORD will guide you continually, 
❖ And satisfy your soul in drought, 
❖ And strengthen your bones; 
❖ You shall be like a watered garden, 
❖ And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 
❖ 12 Those from among you 
❖ Shall build the old waste places; 
❖ You shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
❖ And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, 
❖ The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.  

 Do you see the cause and the effect? 
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 You say to me, “But I am not political, I’m certainly not a King – hardly a 
Jehoshaphat!” 

 Perhaps not, but then we do what we always do in the journey of discipleship 

 We work with only that which God puts before us 

 We work with the circumstances we face in the workplace; as a boss, a manager 
or an employee 

 We work with what we find in the community;  in the family;  in the places of 
recreation. 

 And when we are found faithful in those places – God brings Glory to Himself 

 …and He leads you to what comes next.  He builds on what He calls forth from 
you – and brings about His own ends – mostly, in extraordinary and unexpected 
ways. 

 Men of God it is time to stand 
❖ Isaiah 58:12 (The Message) 12 You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build 
anew, rebuild the foundations from out of your past. You’ll be known as those who 
can fix anything, restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, make the community 
livable again. 


