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❖ Isaiah 2:3 (NLT) 3 People from many nations will come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of Jacob’s God. There he will teach 
us his ways, and we will walk in his paths.” For the LORD’s teaching will go out from 
Zion; his word will go out from Jerusalem.  

 Stirring words from the Isaiah - anticipating an end time when division and 
injustice marking the time of His hearers, would be utterly overthrown 

 People would come insatiably hungry for change that needed to come within 
themselves 

 But where do we see this?  Will it ever come to pass?  Because throughout most 
of our lives, it seems to be ‘more of the same’. 

 Let me read you this… 

 “In Key West (Miami USA), on the sandy shores of Higgs Beach there’s an 
African cemetery. A truly beautiful memorial – the site of unmarked graves of 294 
African men women & children who dies in Key west in 1860.1 

 <Slide #1> They’d been rescued by the US Navy from American owned slave 
ships bound for Cuba, where the slaves would have been sold for as much s 
$1,200 each 

 Another 1,138 Africans survived the voyage despite appallingly unsanitary and 
inhumane conditions, many barely alive when they arrived at Key West. 

 Townspeople “cleaned out their closets” for the rescued… local residents 
providing clothing, shelter and medical aid to the Africans after the Navy brought 
the freed captives to their island” 

 “these surprise guests were treated humanely”, a local archaeologist noted.  “In 
Key Wests sea-faring atmosphere you would see that diversity and tolerance 
because there were always people coming in off ships from different places with 
different values and different cultures” 

 [these comments] 2 

 Today we are beginning the season of Advent, the days anticipating the 
incarnation of Jesus – Emanuel, God with us. 

 And of Him, the prophets spoke much in anticipation 

 There are many familiar passages… 
❖ Isaiah 9:6–7 (NLT) 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The 
government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its peace 
will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor 
David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies 
will make this happen!  

 But whereas that word was spoken to God’s people Israel, a distinctive of our 
reading today is its focus on ‘the nations’ <Slide #2> 

❖ Isaiah 2:2 (ESV) 2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of 
the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it,  

 Yes to the ancient Jew, Jerusalem was God’s House on earth, Zion His 
residence, <Frame #2> if you wanted an audience, you just had to follow the 
signs 

                                                           
1https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=8_tPAAAAIBAJ&sjid=zQgEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6622,228683&dq=nin

e-graves-at-higgs-beach&hl=en  
2 Raybon, P. “That crazy l’il thing called love” CONVERsations Vol 14.1, (Spring-Summer 2015) p. 15 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=8_tPAAAAIBAJ&sjid=zQgEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6622,228683&dq=nine-graves-at-higgs-beach&hl=en
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=8_tPAAAAIBAJ&sjid=zQgEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6622,228683&dq=nine-graves-at-higgs-beach&hl=en
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 However in the prophecy the Mountain, being a high or superior place, was the 
place where all things were to be ruled 

 So the prophets words, anticipating this flow, this stream or river of humanity 
washing toward it – is a very big picture 

 Certainly, very much more than the introverted nationalistic or ideological 
agendas of those who were ethnically of Israel’s line. 

 This is big picture stuff, eschatological, End of time, a “lights out, thanks for 
coming” divine epiphany, of the world drawn back to where God started 

 And in that place, at that time Many people will ask God the right questions – I 
like how Peterson phrases it <Slide #3> 

❖ Isaiah 2:3 (The Message) 3 They’ll say, “Come, let’s climb GOD’s Mountain, go 
to the House of the God of Jacob. He’ll show us the way he works so we can live 
the way we’re made.” Zion’s the source of the revelation. GOD’s Message comes 
from Jerusalem.  

 In this day and age, such a thing is unthinkable – that many would seek such 
insight from God 

 In fact the sources of wisdom by which people live are legion.  A hotchpotch of 
disparate ideologies & self-interest; shallow popularism; and desperate 
extremism – all seeking some kind of meaning to a fleeting existence. 

 Yet the promise of Isaiah lingers <Slide #4> 
❖ Isaiah 2:4 (The Message) 4 He’ll settle things fairly between nations. He’ll make 
things right between many peoples. They’ll turn their swords into shovels, their 
spears into hoes. No more will nation fight nation; they won’t play war anymore.  

 His confidence is in God taking the initiative 

 And He doesn’t force.  In response… they will turn the articles of their fear into 
articles of production 

 They won’t play at war 

 This is an astonishing Hope 

 Around our world, We look to the crisis in Syria and Aleppo.  We look at what is 
happening with ISIL across Iraq, and individuals radicalized with agenda’s to do 
unspeakable acts in the name of an ideology. 

 We observe a pent up anxiety reported of the American people – if it is not police 
shootings it is unrest at a leader appointed by due democratic process. 

 We’ve had the possible Grexit & the mandated Brexit and wonder about the 
stability of the European Union 

 About the plight of the Syrian refugees flooding across Europe – and the diverse 
responses that is drawing from the leaders of those countries 

 Not to mention the challenge that Asylum seekers present in our own country.   

 How do we deal with those things? 

 Refugee’s are a humanitarian crisis, but too the capacity to respond to that 
problem is a “pretty stiff drink to swallow” to the economies who receive them – 
and what about the serving of Justice to those responsible for such violent 
displacements? 

 What about globalism and free trade?  How do we respond to that, and how do 
we protect the needs of persons who find themselves without meaningful 
employment – all the while managing the damage occurring to the environment & 
the human cost of that? 

 These are big problems for the world community to face, and tough times to be in 
leadership. 
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 And cynicism in these human processes will lead to despair, if but for the Word of 
God. 

  How do we evoke the spirit of Christ? – Where do we find the one who loved the 
sea, who walked the roads.  Who spoke, and healed, and called forth His 
disciples, and provided - He taught, lead, prayed and inspired 

 Then He changed the world 

 God is not dead to the human plight, and Advent is the season we celebrate 
because it demonstrates that 2,000 years ago He joined us in our mess and 
began to change the world. 

 Isaiah’s word both announces that and declares the end of that season – God will 
complete what he started 

 I believe that begins with a humility, to look at our own ability 

 We are fragile and mortal beings.  We die 

 We are moral beings.  We sin. 

 We are physical and intellectual beings.  Yet, for all our strength and ingenuity, 
we have not found soul satisfaction or solutions in ourselves. 

 Perhaps at best we find stop gap measures that bring periods of quiet, but not 
declarations of peace. 

 We stand limited.  We stand biased & subjective. 

 If you are ‘in Christ’, you have the key to the conundrum we face, and it is one we 
treasure with Joy <Slide #5> 

❖ Isaiah 2:3 (NKJV) 3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His 
ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law[Torah], 
And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

 Jesus is the answer.  Jesus is the Hope of the World 

 It begins with Him and it ends with Him. 

 Our calling is to respond to what He has started <Slide #6> 

 It begins with Humility 

 Martin Luther King said; “Not only will we have to repent of the sins of Bad 
people, but we also have to repent for the appalling silence of Good people.” 

 It continues with attentiveness to His ways – that we should walk His paths, 
wherever our feet, our circumstances might take us. 

 {Look into His word.  Set your priorities to spend time in solitude worth Him, every 
day.  Even 15min is a good start!} 

 And it is witnessed in the changes we allow that the Gospel to bring into our lives, 
which, like Him will change the world. 

 The Christ child, comes – we hear the prophets Voice.  And it is the sound of 
Hope. 


