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 <Slide #1> Today we are beginning a series which will look at Biblical wisdom 

 This will take us all over the Scriptures, and so take approaches that will be very 
different – How we think about it, when to apply it, what we should be expecting 
at the stations on the line – where we pull in 

 All of which are needed to present to us the variety facets which make up the 
jewel that is Biblical Wisdom 

 And today we start from Proverbs – and perhaps if you desire to grasp the 
purpose of Hebrew wisdom literature, then this verse is one to commit to heart 
<Slide #2> 

❖ Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

 For all the smarts you might get, all the learning you might do; the information 
you can accumulate; Scripture you can memorise; for the insights, cleverness’s, 
who you have ‘read’, the brilliance you might show 

 If you do not have it founded in the deep respect, reverence, sensitivity & 
subjection to the LORD – then you won’t benefit from it. 

 That is what the fear of the LORD means. Those who will hear these words 
and…  

 “respond to Him in trust, worship, obedience, and service1” 

 Proverbial wisdom, is foundationally based on relationship with God, not mere 
accumulation of information 

 Definitely, Who you know, not what you know; is at its kernel 

 Once that relationship is in place, the stage is set for Wisdom to emerge, 
expressed in moral and upright living, before God 

 A wise person will apply guidelines revealed by God and make his daily decisions based 

on these truths2 

 The book of Proverbs teaches you how to live skillfully in every area of your life 

including family, finances, friendships, speech, and work. The goal of wisdom is that you 

might achieve a life of beauty and significance so that at the end of your days you will 

have accomplished something worthwhile and lasting3 

 Chapters 10-31 of the book is the collection of Proverbs, some written by 
Solomon (950BC), others by notable wise men following Solomon, and other 
ANE sources, right through to the time of King Hezekiah (700BC) when the 
collection was compiled 

 And these tend to follow the pattern of a parallelism:-  ...if this …then that.  
❖ Proverbs 16:8 (NKJV) 8 Better is a little with righteousness, Than vast revenues 
without justice.  

 But we can come back to that another day – lots to share with you about that 

 Chapters 1-9 however, are the call to wisdom.  The entreaty to young persons (or 
anyone really) to live by wisdom and seek it out for living right, before God. 

 So, our reading today began with this… <Slide #3> 

 Wisdom cries out!  Wisdom is a she, and she is calling from the prominent public 
speaking places in the city for all to hear 

 You desire to live wisely before God – well it is no secret.  It is no secret, esoteric 
code only available to the initiated & elite 
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 It is out there for everyone to hear 

 …so why is it that, if nothing else our world seems to display evidence of not-
wisdom? 

 If God is not keeping His very best living under wraps and hidden away – quite 
the opposite in fact – why all this insanity?  Why are things so idiotic, unjust, 
unrighteous, unhealthy, corrupt?  <Slide #4> 

❖ Proverbs 1:22 (NKJV) 22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? 
For scorners delight in their scorning, And fools hate knowledge.  

 Lady Wisdom zero’s in.  There are three kinds of people, and three words that 
describe them, at work here 

 The simple <Frame #2>, those who are ignorant or naïve. 

 These folk have two problems, firstly, they do not know any better; and secondly 
that ignorance makes them vulnerable to those who would lead them where they 
will 

 <Frame #3> The other two kinds of people are the fools and those who scorn. 

 The fool has become morally insensitive – resistant to sound counsel, carelessly 
preoccupied in their bad behaviour, and in the worst cases even revelling in it 

 The scoffer is the one who reviles any correction with mockery, who scorns to 
derision any caution they receive about sin or God’s will, and would actively draw 
others away to follow their lead 

 There is an insolence and arrogance about these later two – but lady wisdom has 
yet an appeal to make to them <Frame #4> 

❖ Proverbs 1:23 (NKJV) 23 Turn at my rebuke…  

 The rebuke is not there to destroy, but to correct.  To set them on the right path. 

 However to no avail <Slide #5>, they disregard, they mock and write off Lady 
Wisdoms call & correction – <Frame #2> 

 So, when the fruit of their lives appears… when they find themselves in trouble 
she responds. 

 And should they reach out seeking wisdom – it will all be too late <Frame #3> 

 They are receiving back the same in-attention to an urgent call, as they chose in 
the first place. 

 Indeed, the practical element of this may well be that the “Fools” are quite 
incapable of living within the confines of Wisdom living; the disciplines of morality 
forged in lives that have responded; have not been formed, forges or tested. 

 <Slide #6> And so there are consequences they will have to face. 

 In an age when seduction, domestic conflict, financial mismanagement, substance abuse, 

and dishonesty often seem to be behavioral norms, we must allow the Spirit to transform 

us with truths from biblical wisdom.  Here we can learn to reject wrong and harmful 

behavior and to choose the paths that please God and bring happiness, the way of life that 

arises from faith in the Lord.  Biblical wisdom literature, especially Proverbs, teaches 

how to deal with the practical, ordinary issues in life, such as social skills, financial 

prudence, and personal discipline.4 

 It is so easy these days to live, heedlessly.  It is so easy in this age to gobble up 
whatever is served, without thought or reflection 

 To remain distracted, diverted and overwhelmed from things that really should 
warrant deeper consideration, assessment, and active response. 

                                                           
4 Garrett, D. A. (1993). Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of songs (Vol. 14, p. 20). Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers. 
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 Yet it seems that the pool we live in is part of such a large ocean, and the tides 
and currents are quite uncontestable. 

 It appears there is little patience to wait and see. The superficial and transient, 
the consumable seems to reign supreme, over the enduring and the tested. 

 It seems we have access to so much more information than ever before, yet we 
are losing both a stable context and sound framework to interpret our 
understanding of that information, to glean any enduring benefit from it. 

 We do need to turn back to wisdom.  To capture for ourselves the discernment of 
what is true and upright; prudence to see the future of the path we are taking; 
right judgement to evaluate the actions of the past; and fortitude of heart and 
mind to pursue wisdom in the day to day decisions of life. 

 Lady Wisdom cries out.  No, she is not some new biblical figure, “a fourth 
member of the trinity”; 

 Wisdom is a personification and not a person or a goddess. The statement that fools call 

on her when they get into trouble is not a reference to literal prayer but a dramatic picture 

of fools trying to find a way out of the trouble they are in. 5 

 The wisdom of proverbs is a rule to life, to be understood to enter fully and holy 
into the future God has promised. 

 It needs, it deserves our consideration, for our own sake, and for the blessing of 
those around us, in the here and now. 

 There is more to be said that will allow us to gain a better grasp & understanding, 
when using Proverbs -  that is for a time to come 

 But for now we need to consider her call.  We have been asking questions of 
ourselves – are we fit and proper Christians?  Do I know enough?  Am I living 
right? 

 But where is the absolute for our understanding?  What do I rely upon?  What 
would I grieve most if I lost it all? 
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