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 <Slide #1> 

 One thing I appreciate about the Bible is its centeredness in real life. 

 The more I read it, the more I reflect upon how circumstances never really 
change.  The names, faces & places might change – but the challenges and 
experiences of humanity are actually, quite common through time 

 We are continuing our series in Nehemiah, and this is where we have been… 
<Slide #2> 

 Chapter One places Nehemiah in the service of the King in Susa Persian 
(Modern day Iran).  Nehemiah gets news of condition of returned exile, which 
stuns him, and he goes to God in despair seeking guidance <Frame #2> 

 Chapter Two has Nehemiah arriving in Jerusalem over four months later and 
secretly checking out the work that needs to be done; before announcing his 
plans to the returned exiles. 

 Immediately this draws scorn followed by threats from the locals & Nehemiah 
responds with a declarative statement of God’s purposes. <Frame #3> 

 Chapter Three (we didn’t cover) provides an extensive and very detailed list of 
the builders of the walls by Family & clan and by the wall section they were 
assigned too.  This is a well-planned operation.<Slide #3>  (Comments on City 
Map) 

 This brings us to our passage today <Slide #4> 

 The old enemy rears his head.  Sanballat.  Tobiah.  But now they have a few 
friends <Frame #2>  The Syrian Army. 

 So, what do you think these three verses are showing us?  They are muscling up!  
They are giving a “rah-rah” speech to the troops, anticipating a bit of biffo! 

 This is escalating, from just propaganda, to something a good deal more serious 

 Tobiah makes this disdainful remark about foxes – archaeologists have found 
Nehemiah’s wall to be 9ft thick – so there must some pretty big foxes, …in Israel. 

 Let’s just have a look at the risk <Slide #5>  Now this is, at this time, all within the 
Persian Empire – right?  And Nehemiah is here in Jerusalem 

 <Frame #2> and all around him are these hostile provinces.  Sanballat & 
Samarians; Tobiah and the Ammonites; Gesham and the Arabs; and the 
Ashdodites.  Under the empire, they shouldn’t have even been squabbling 

 So, the threat is credible.  The wall reached half its full height and we read 
❖ Nehemiah 4:8 (NLT) 8 They all made plans to come and fight against Jerusalem 
and throw us into confusion.  

 If Nehemiah left his quarters hoping for a good day, he was going to be a very 
disappointed man <Slide #6> 

❖ Nehemiah 4:10–12 (NLT) 10 Then the people of Judah began to complain, “The 
workers are getting tired, and there is so much rubble to be moved. We will never 
be able to build the wall by ourselves.” 

 Halfway through the project – everyone is just getting overwhelmed with what still 
has to be done.  They have had a taste – this is really hard work, the Babylonians 
left this a real mess! 

❖ 11 Meanwhile, our enemies were saying, “Before they know what’s happening, 
we will swoop down on them and kill them and end their work.” 

 The bad guys are planning a surprise attack – and somehow their scheming has 
reached the ears of the workers 

❖ 12 The Jews who lived near the enemy came and told us again and again, “They 
will come from all directions and attack us!”  
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 Those who are living out of town all around Jerusalem, who have husbands, 
brothers, fathers now working in town are crying out.  The women and children 
are vulnerable! 

 So the call is?   STOP!  This is all too hard!  I thought it a good idea at first, but 
now here in the thick of it, I’ve just about had enough! 

 The catch cry of every failed dieting attempt! 

 This is the death-throws of ill-fated new year’s resolution! 

 This is the swan song of so many great ideas that have started with a rush of 
enthusiasm, and are now bogged in the mud of the hard slog, and risk falling face 
first into the mire of stagnation & failure, as people withdraw into the shadows 

 There is nothing new under the sun. 

 Two things I want to bring out of all this:- 

 Look at this prayer of Nehemiah’s, spoken in 5th century BC <Slide #7> 
❖ Nehemiah 4:4–5 (NLT) 4 Then I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we are being 
mocked. May their scoffing fall back on their own heads, and may they themselves 
become captives in a foreign land! 5 Do not ignore their guilt. Do not blot out their 
sins, for they have provoked you to anger here in front of the builders.”  

 Now is that a very Christian prayer, of Nehemiah’s? 

 Nehemiah is Angry.  His team had been ridiculed.  They had been despised and 
insulted.  Not only that, they have provoked God Himself to anger 

 Nehemiah’s emotion, exasperation and indignation spills into his blunt but honest 
prayer.  Do Not overlook.  Do Not forgive this.  Let ‘em have it Lord, for this will 
never do.  This is WRONG. 

 Do they have the initiative of God behind them?  Yes they do. 

 Do they carry the express authority of King Artaxerxes?  Yes, that is why he is 
here. 

 This is not uncontrolled fury, but powerful indignation… expressed in prayer. 

 When things go wrong, and we boil up inside, we might turn to our carnal selves 
and strike out; we might withdraw to our brooding hole and smoulder in 
disappointment. 

 Both responses have this in common… they are not occurring before the Throne 
of God.  Both seal themselves off from the entitlement to prayer, when prayer is 
exactly what is needed. 

 Where better to express this kind of anger than before God’s throne?  Far better 
there than in public in words & acts you may well come later to regret? 

 Will there be moments where such anger is less than holy? – possibly, maturity is 
a Road each of us must walk, …So pay attention to the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit in the midst of your anger… 

 But, Do you imagine God has not known Outrage?  Heartbreak?  
Disappointment? Frustration? 

 Do you think that God would not welcome the opportunity to hear you out so that 
He can work upon both:- the problem, AND upon His steaming, distraught 
servant at the same time? 

 “But the bible has so much to say about forgiving your enemy, and turning the 
other cheek & all that”, yes, but it also has a whole bunch of psalms where the 
psalmist vents his spleen before God, and works out all his issues, before he 
moves on. 
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❖ Psalm 74:10–11 (NLT) 10 How long, O God, will you allow our enemies to insult 
you? Will you let them dishonor your name forever? 11 Why do you hold back your 
strong right hand? Unleash your powerful fist and destroy them.  

 These are the words we use with God, and God in His mercy will help to tidy up 
both servant and situation.  God is not impotent in the face of your rant.  Indeed 
He may well be as dismayed as you are about it. 

 But what God does with it, is what matters 

 Nehemiah’s response from here is not to make it a personal attack against these 
enemies.  But he does respond. 

 Sanballat knows nothing of Nehemiah’s transaction with God, but he will witness 
what Nehemiah does with that energy <Slide #8> 

 In the room of prayer, Nehemiah sets his case before God 

 In the court of humanity this able Project Manager, organizes his resources and 
redresses the problem.  And at the same time, gives the people the morale they 
need by reminding them of the God who loves them and provides for them – 
Workers, wives & children – the lot. 

 If you read on vss.16-23 you will get specifics of how that works.  A great read. 

 Was this the most convenient way of working?  No.  It was not very efficient at all, 
carrying weapons aout all the time.  Sleeping in your day cloths, just to be ready, 
in case… 

 It is certainly very frustrating to see the finish line & know you have to go the long 
way around to complete.  

 but what started as a three-pronged attack upon Nehemiah’s project, ended up a 
resolute commitment by all to the work at hand. <Slide #9> 

❖ Nehemiah 4:15 (NLT) 15 When our enemies heard that we knew of their plans 
and that God had frustrated them, we all returned to our work on the wall.  

 Look at the way Nehemiah deals with the obstacles he faces.  Look at the way 
the mystical, spiritual side, coalesces with the commonplace & day-to-day 


