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 <Slide #1> We have spoken in recent times about what it is to be in our 
community, the question (as believers in Jesus Christ) of our encounter with the 
world, and the worlds encounter with us. 

 There are moments when that can be constructive and enriching for all 
concerned, and there are other times where that doesn’t work out so well. 

 It got me wondering “what is this all about?  Why does the introduction of faith 
have so much potential to divide? 

 Paul was one guy who knew about that – and to his credit, he did so much cross-
cultural travelling he had on-the-ground practical experience of what that could 
lead to, and the scars to prove it. 

 I have taken a snatch from his First letter to the Corinthians, to launch from today. 

 These poor Corinthians get so much bad press – Paul called them out on so 
many blunders.  Maybe there were “sicker” churches which Paul took a personal 
approach to 

 Our passage today is Pauls rebuff to a faction within the church which was 
simmering away.  The problem was Gnostic thinking.  Gnostics were not 
necessarily an organized group or institution, they did not have sport coats with 
embroidered monikers “Gnostic Club”, emblazoned on them 

 It was more an ideological movement, a common pattern of thinking (this is 
Greek society) 

 Gnosticism, or Gnosis is “Knowing” like secret, mystical, esoteric knowledge – 
these were the possessors of the “divine spark”.  They felt themselves so terribly 
wise and clever in all of their insight, education and lofty pure spiritual 
ruminations, they were above the ignorant riff-raff, above the filthy material world. 

 So you were either privileged and “in the know” with these secret spiritual 
mysteries, or you were not. 

 So you bring that kind of thinking together with this emerging religious movement, 
known as Christians, with their Holy Spirit, who comes along to bring conviction 
to the poor sinner who is lost and in need of salvation; and the proceeds to upskill 
them with a raft of Spiritual Gifts 

 And you average gnostic says “Hey!  We know how this works!  We will get this 
secret squirrel knowledge, we grab the spark, and we can be well thought of & 
amaze (with our esoteric gift) the ignorant riff-raff, with our shiny new platinum-
plated spirituality” 

 Its all about secrets.  Being in the know.  Ascending beyond the commonplace 
things of the fleshy material world to a heightened plane 

 And Paul says.  No.   <Slide #2> 
❖ 1 Corinthians 2:10–13 (The Message) 10 But you’ve seen and heard it because 
God by his Spirit has brought it all out into the open before you. The Spirit, not 
content to flit around on the surface, dives into the depths of God, and brings out 
what God planned all along. 11 Who ever knows what you’re thinking and planning 
except you yourself? The same with God—except that he not only knows what he’s 
thinking, 12 but he lets us in on it. God offers a full report on the gifts of life and 
salvation that he is giving us. 13 We don’t have to rely on the world’s guesses and 
opinions. We didn’t learn this by reading books or going to school; we learned it 
from God, who taught us person-to-person through Jesus, and we’re passing it on 
to you in the same firsthand, personal way.  
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 God’s plans are His own, but now revealed.  People can speculate whatever they 
like about the Divine – but the Holy Spirit is present to give insight, to show, 
disclose and communicate what God is going – because of what Christ has done. 

 And it is not a secret – Christ came and entered into our experience, that we 
might participate. 

 Yet… <Slide #3> 
❖ 1 Corinthians 2:14 (The Message) 14 The unspiritual self, just as it is by nature, 
can’t receive the gifts of God’s Spirit. There’s no capacity for them. They seem like 
so much silliness. Spirit can be known only by spirit—God’s Spirit and our spirits in 
open communion.  

 In rubbing up against this world, God’s purposes are alarming. 

 It is not a fleeing from the corruption of this mortal plane, but an engagement into 
them.  Transformation. 

 And people say, ridiculous!  God would never… 

 This is about Spirituality.  But what is the “Spiritual man”?  How would you know 
the Spiritual woman”? 

 Why are you here?  I mean right now, in a Christian Church?  What are the 
dimensions of a distinctly Christian spirituality that will shape the way you deal 
with life? 

 Last week the ACT (Labor) Minister for Education Yvette Berry announced a ban 
on Chaplains in Canberra Public Schools, forcing them to teach in non-religious 
Roles.  “[the chaplains] They’re employed to continue to do that youth work and 
social work, which is important… but that is conducted in a non-religious way” 1 

 Interestingly, <Slide #4> in 2004 the UK Office for Standards in Education 
defined spirituality as “The development of the non-material element of a human 
being, which animates and sustains us.”  The purpose of including this in the 
school curriculum is : “about the development of a sense of identity, self-worth, 
personal insight, meaning and purpose. It is about the development of a pupil’s 
‘spirit’”2. 

 Ms Berry. has missed the point.  She has just swapped out Chaplains who 
represent world religious traditions (including Christians); for the vapid paucity of 
secular humanism. 

 What is Spirituality? 

 If you look on the web the majority of definitions of Spirituality emphasise inner 
experience, introspection, a subjective journey, personal wellbeing, inner 
harmony or happiness 

 There these do not connect strongly with our social existence. 

 Is spirituality simply personal, or is there a social aspect to it? 

 Can our Spirituality confront the destructive side of human existence, or is it more 
like a light Lifestyle show on TV? 

 Does spirituality contribute to Public values, can it shift to transform Social 
structures.  A Christian perspective starts with God 

❖ 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (NLT) 19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong 
to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with 
your body. 

                                                           
1 ABC News feed ~ Elise Scott ~ 23 February 2019 
2 Sheldrake, Philip,  “Spirituality: A Brief History” (Wiley*Blackwell) (2nd ed.) 2013, p.400f 
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 Four Questions to leave you with today, <Slide #5> four aspects of genuine 
Spirituality, which the Christian Gospel speaks to 

 Quest to be Holistic – is Spirituality it a fully integrated approach to life, where 
you thinking; your feeling; your social persona; your physicality & sexuality; your 
personal relationships, are balanced  

 …to a question on Eternal life…, <Frame #2> 
❖ Luke 10:27 (NLT) 27 The man answered, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ ”  

 Quest for the Sacred – What is your understand about God, elements of Mystery 
and the “Otherness” of God; approach to sacramental; what is Holy, to you? 
<Frame #3> 

 In this generation, perhaps in response to excesses that have gone before, we 
have become terribly familiar (complacent) with God 

 What do we hold in reverence?  <Frame #4> How is it we relate to God? 
❖ Psalm 63:1–2 (NLT) 1 O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My 
soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for you in this parched and weary land 
where there is no water. 2 I have seen you in your sanctuary and gazed upon your 
power and glory.  

 Quest for meaning, purpose & direction 

 Who am I, what is my place in this world? Where do I belong?  The definitional 
anthem that makes sense beyond the hardships, paradoxes and obstacles of life 
<Frame #5> 

❖ John 7:37–38 (NLT) 37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood 
and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 38 Anyone who 
believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living 
water will flow from his heart.’ ”  

 Quest for Ultimate Values; absolutes on morality & ethical vision, public policy, 
what shapes our social decision making & attitudes - & what would we strive for? 
<Frame #6> 

❖ Micah 6:8 (NLT) 8 No, O people, the LORD has told you what is good, and this is 
what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
your God.  

 What is God calling you to?  How might He “fill you out”, “round you off”.  Where 
is the invitation. 

 There are answers to all these questions for seekers 
❖ 2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (NLT) 17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can 
see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us 
more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.  

 


