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 <Slide #1>It has been another busy week in politics with the release of the results 
of the plebiscite, as I am sure you have all heard. 

 We now get to observe what comes next.  How it will be interpreted – or perhaps 
‘spun’; and where responsibility will fall, <Slide #2> when Newtons Third law of 
motion “For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction”, starts to take 
traction from high up in the legislature; down to the populace who will have to live 
with it 

 As I reflect back on the outlook and worldview of my Grandparents, I am 
reasonably confident that they would not in their wildest dreams ever conceived 
of a time such as we are living in in these days 

 My grandmother always struggled with the fact “Empire day” devolved to become 
“Cracker night” 

 So much is happening, so very quickly – Kathy and I were speaking about the 
advances in technology which have put <Frame #2> at our fingertips resources 
only hinted at 50 years ago 

 Seemingly new is the speed at which change is occurring, no longer do we have 
to hear the stories of our progenitors of “how it was way back when”, we 
ourselves are witness to:-  the emergence – embrace - then obsolescence; of 
every fad-ish thing. 

 Yet with all change there is frequently discomfort, fear of loss of that which should 
not be forgotten.  Of things once treasured, but now regarded as archaic & 
useless 

 It’s a sobering time for reflection, however one that is not unprecedented. 

 People of faith all over the world have asked the question, then what?  How do I 
make sense of this life?  Where is the meaning behind it all? Does it matter what I 
do, how I live?<Slide #3> 

 The Church in Thessalonica was wrestling with this very point.  It was a place 
that had seen change upon change over the centuries, New invaders, new 
emperor and kings, and the ongoing ebb and flow of cultures over centuries of 
history.<Slide #4> 

 We can see that it is pretty much bang in the centre of things – Thessalonica was 
a significant economic hum; it was on a natural land thoroughfare – always 
something happening., the grapevine grew through the road that ran straight past 
their door 

 And, for a relatively new Christian community, an unceasing onslaught of new 
ideas, modes of living, fads and fashions 

 They had come to know Jesus Christ and were serving their saviour in a hostile 
environment – certainly one not accommodating toward them.   Intolerant. 

 Unwilling to hear them, rejecting the manner of life, they had come into, in Christ 

 So it was hard.  Difficult to keep our head. 

 In the preceding chapter Paul had said to them 
❖ 1 Thessalonians 4:1–4 (NLT) 1 Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we urge you in 
the name of the Lord Jesus to live in a way that pleases God, as we have taught 
you. You live this way already, and we encourage you to do so even more. 2 For 
you remember what we taught you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 God’s will is 
for you to be holy, so stay away from all sexual sin. 4 Then each of you will control 
his own body and live in holiness and honor—  

 Why would he say that?  Sexual sin was a problem.  Perhaps some had even 
slipped 
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❖ 1 Thessalonians 4:6 (NLT) 6 Never harm or cheat a fellow believer in this matter 
by violating his wife, for the Lord avenges all such sins, as we have solemnly 
warned you before.  

 Another risk in a permissive, fluid society? 
❖ 1 Thessalonians 4:11 (NLT) 11 Make it your goal to live a quiet life, minding your 
own business and working with your hands, just as we instructed you before.  

 Another risk?  The excitement of living on the edge?  Keeping pace with the 
illusions and enticements?  Pauls counsel- don’t be taken in, do not give yourself 
to such living that imprisons you in dependance 

 Then in the balance of ch.4 he addresses a particular worry they have – wat 
happens to their loved ones who have already passed on (without seeing Christ 
return).  Paul responds to that… 

 But, this preps us for the related secondary question which is the object of our 
reading 

 OK.  If our Christian dead are already secure in their salvation, what about us. 

 We have to live in the daily mire of the worst this society embraces thoughtlessly; 
without any heed for what God has said or is saying; 

 And it seems to be getting worse not better. 

 You taught us Paul, that Christ would return – “the day of the Lord”  

 Can we just go thru that again?  Because I just wonder how long we can last. 

 Amos centuries beforehand had said to a smug and complacent Israel, Don’t you 
go thinking “the Day of the Lord” is a good thing for you.  Don’t be too keen to see 
YHWH turn up – because he will come in Judgement and the moral state of His 
people just stinks.  “It is a day of darkness, not light”, this is about Judgement. 
<Slide #5> 

❖ 1 Thessalonians 5:2–3 (NLT) 2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s 
return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. 3 When people are saying, 
“Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a 
pregnant woman’s labour pains begin. And there will be no escape.  

 Two images Paul use here –  <Frame #2> the thief – who inconsiderately doesn’t 
phone ahead to let you know of his arrival  There is a suddenness to the Thief’s 
arrival, and it is Necessarily unexpected 

 and the <Frame #3> Pregnant woman (radiant, isn’t she!).  Like the thief, there is 
also a suddenness to the beginning of the arrival of the baby, but beyond that 
there is an inevitability to the birth.  Somethings going to happen, something 
must happen to get that kid outta there! It is unavoidable. 

 Between these two terms unexpected and unavoidable, is the key guideline they 
need to remember about that last day in its arrival 

 Paul had already told them all about this stuff – but here reminds them, and about 
their identity facing that Day <Slide #6> 

❖ 1 Thessalonians 5:4–5 (NLT) 4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, 
dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord 
comes like a thief. 5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t 
belong to darkness and night.  

 When the sludge if life floods in, and you think it might be fixin’ to contaminate 
you as well, remember – you live in the light 

 Others however…<Slide #6> 
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❖ 1 Thessalonians 5:6–8 (NLT) 6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. 
Stay alert and be clearheaded. 7 Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers 
get drunk.  

 Beyond the love of God by ignorance or obstinance, are those of the darkness, 
whiling their days away, amusing themselves as they see fit with the toys, 
trinkets, medications or distractions of this world 

 To the Thessalonians he says 
❖ 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith 
and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. 

 So… we are ok if we behave ourselves?  No. 

 No.    <Slide #8> 
❖ 1 Thessalonians 5:9–10 (NLT) 9 For God chose to save us through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 

 God chose.  To save from Judgement – you.  In Christ. 

 It is not performance.  It is not trying to keep your head about the rising tide of 
whatever Godless muck this world serves up. 

 It is not about building ramparts to keep the ‘nasty’ out 

 God chose you in Christ – NOT to pour out His anger 

 And 
❖ 10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we 
can live with him forever.  

 The Life Christ gives will follow from that.  You die with Christ, hide your life in 
His; you rise with Him, as He has done. 

 No Proofs, but for an empty tomb & the testimony of His people that He lives. 

 No clambering for a token of worthiness, but that we each have received a Gift, 
that God gave – the Holy Spirit, leading us into the light.  Leading us into all truth 

 For these reasons it is perhaps unsurprising that society arounds us rejects 
God’s leading – when there are many easier substitutes around to consume. 

 I feel the weight more and more upon me of lives lived without God and I grieve, 
for the confusion and misleading (untruth) I perceive in Society I live in 

 I grieve those who will be ensnared in a crisis of identity & orientation, that will 
follow – because I know that this is just more smoke that keeps them in the dark, 
in hopelessness.  (as it always has) 

 It make it harder for them to hear my testimony, and to observe the Christ light in 
me, & in you. 

 Living in this world before Jesus return is no picnic.  But for perhaps reasons I did 
not expect. 

 But it is also not devoid of hope. 

 I am greatly blessed to be in the fellowship of faith which urges me on, reminds 
me in even the darkest times, that God has already chosen, those who have 
chosen Christ. 

 Beyond Judgement; beyond death, and into life. 

 No.  There is more to this world than what I see in the headlines – and God will 
find a way through – as sure as He has found His way through to me. 

 A light in a dark room, means that room is no longer, just dark.  Live as children 
of the light 

❖ 1 Thessalonians 5:8 (The Message) 8 But not us! Since we’re creatures of Day, 
let’s act like it. Walk out into the daylight sober, dressed up in faith, love, and the 
hope of salvation. 
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❖ 1 Thessalonians 5:10 (The Message) 10 He died for us, a death that triggered 
life. Whether we’re awake with the living or asleep with the dead, we’re alive with 
him! 


