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 <Slide #1> 

 Last week we began to look into this Journeyman series, looking at the functions, 
the people, God supplies to us to stimulate our growth. 

 I would hope you might recognise what it is that God is saying to you to progress 
well, as you follow Jesus. 

 A Journeyman was not some kind of traveller, wayfarer or pilgrim, but a 
tradesman (note guy holding hammer in photo) (Carpentry, leatherworkers, bakers, 
potters) 

 <Slide #2> (Note costumes) In Mediaeval times right through to the present, the 
‘Journeyman’ stood between the apprentice and the Master craftsman 

 They had completed their training & qualifications, and could be employed by the 
master’s without supervision, to work the craft, and to themselves guide & direct 
apprentices, make corrections; & then point them to the possibilities, through 
example and experience. 

 So, last week we thought about what Journeymen God provides at the beginning 
of the.  Some who blaze the trail for us (Joshua & priests); others who steady the 
boat, when we become unsure or anxious (Jesus calming the storm); and those who 
are doorkeepers – who guide our uncertain steps as we learn to live with God 
and come into His presence. 

 This week we progress beyond those beginning just starting out steps and enter 
into a phase of formation.  I have used the term “Restorer” one who reframes us 
to take up the mantle God created for us, and to iron out the bugs 

 This is where God challenges what is there and will commence shaping our 
hearts and minds toward full maturity 

 And that can take some time. 

 First: Thirsty Pilgrim (John 4) <Slide #3>:-  consider how Jesus comes 
alongside the woman at the well. 

• He makes himself known at a common/ shared point of need – give me a 
drink; 

• Yes, it is a bit culturally improper, but He addresses her fears & hesitations, 
bringing down walls; 

• This difference in presentation, draws out her curiosity – she has questions for 
him about what she had supposed were barriers between them; 

• He boldly draws her into a place that is personal & sensitive – she can be 
honest with Him – He is careful & compassionate in approach; 

• then He invites her to a place of true worship – she is empowered (rather than 
belittled) to respond, rather than cowed into a corner of guilt and shame. 

 This Journeyman is one who transitions us to a point in our own identity & self-
understanding – where we can get beyond how we, and others see us. 

 This woman had so much stuff heaped upon her for society around her, and 
perhaps self-recrimination at how life had gone so ‘of the rails’, she crept around 
this life like a frightened mouse, expected to be eaten 

 Jesus as Journeyman here doesn’t tell her to cheer up and get over it – He 
begins from what God has done, and gets her eyes fixed on that 

 There is no point in going ‘deeper’ on the journey of self-actualization – it is a cul-
de-sac.  If there was anything inside that might help, chances are we already 
have tried it. 

 The Thirsty Pilgrim reframes our reality with God’s reality and invites us to work 
from that.  The lesson here is not one that starts with our – but God’s perspective. 
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 This is the starting point from which to work out.  That is the foundation for 
Christian growth to occur. 

 Second: I found something written by Paul... <Slide #4> 
❖ 1 Corinthians 4:14–17 (NLT) 14 I am not writing these things to shame you, but 
to warn you as my beloved children. 15 For even if you had ten thousand others to 
teach you about Christ, you have only one spiritual father. For I became your father 
in Christ Jesus when I preached the Good News to you. 16 So I urge you to imitate 
me. 17 That’s why I have sent Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord. He 
will remind you of how I follow Christ Jesus, just as I teach in all the churches 
wherever I go.  

 The job of parenting is not for the faint hearted, and Paul knows this too with his 
Spiritual “Children” in Christ – the Corinthians were headache kids – what a 
handful 

 But they do demonstrate for our purposes a Journeyman function, in our own 
formation – Spiritual parenthood 

 Concerning my own growing up – I have much to thank my parents for – they 
were to me the model and exemplar of so many of my behaviours; shaper of my 
thinking; informer of my understanding of the world around me 

 Sometimes what they had for me was hard to hear – (junior teen – hygiene!)  
There are things that can be shown by parents that are just not possible in other 
theatres of life:-  because the foundational understanding of parenthood is one 
that anticipates:- acceptance; compassion; good favour and encouragement; best 
intent and welfare; (emerging) independence 

 It is the parent who exercised discernment about where the child is at, and what 
might be the best way of growth.  Even on occasions where the child 
demonstrates excessive presumptuousness upon the parent, or alternatively, a 
disengaged, apathetic carelessness. 

 There are spiritual equivalents for the Journeyman with their young charge, when 
it comes to a vital relationship with the Father. 

 (St Benedict’s Centre example.) 

 Where do we sort out our adolescent spirituality, with a Lord and Saviour?  Who 
might God provide to us to model, to show the way; and to call us out when we 
go beyond? 

 Who is one who will contribute to a balanced, mature independence? 

 Third: <Slide #5> Our dog Meg doesn’t bark much, in fact she hadn’t really 
barked at all until our houseguest (Amy’s dog, Jim) turned up.  But still, it is an 
infrequent occurrence 

 So when I am lying comfortably in my bed and am awaken by a familiar “Yap”, I 
have to make a decision.  <Frame #2> Is it all really “Okay” out there, or is there 
something going on, beyond my sheets (not soundproof!) that I need to be aware 
of 

 The Yapping Dog 

 I am reminded of the Syro-Phonecian mother, who came to Jesus and pestered 
the boys, and then Jesus with a request on behalf of her daughter. 

 As you might recall that request was eventually honoured  - even though from all 
appearances Jesus’ group, had just needed a little R&R, a get away from it all. 

 “yet even the little Dogs eat the crumbs which fall from the Masters table”(Matt 15:27) 

 The bible has many, many accounts of prophets who purposefully drew away the 
attention of the masses, to a bigger issue that needed attention. 
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 <Slide #6> So too, the Journeyman Role of the yapping dog. Who pulls us out of 
our ordered zone to see the bigger picture.  When we are becoming too 
introspective.  When we are too settled or content.  There is always more to grow 
into. 

 Fourth: which leads me to our fourth Journeyman function, and the topic of our 
reading today – the account of the raising of Lazarus. 

 When Jesus called to Lazarus, he was liberated from the grave – to be sure, he 
needed help to get unwound from the burial clothes 

 But there was another Liberation that day, another Journeyman restorer who 
brought a new freedom, this time to Martha and Mary. <Frame #1> 

 The call had Come to Jesus, come quick – Lazarus is sick, yet Jesus had 
delayed, and the sickness had taken poor Lazarus. 

 So, when Jesus did arrive there was this strained greeting with the sisters 
<Frame #2> 

 Look at the boundaries in Martha’s thinking.  She did call Him.  He could have got 
there on time – but now it is too late 

 (now, we have the benefit of hindsight – we already know how this story goes.  
Martha doesn’t) 

 So she reverts to the abstract thinking of standard Judaism – “Oh yeah, on the 
last day everyone will rise up.  Yeah, I know (sigh)” 

 For Martha there is no personalized belief, no appropriation of what is possible 
now – Martha gave Jesus her plan, Jesus didn’t come through, Now it is too late. 

 This is a constricted view of prayer.  This is the “If it be Your will”, prayer, 
conceding to the inevitability of the expected. 

 Mary’s exclamation later on “Lord, if you had been here my brother would not 
have died.”   (John 11:32)   Similar expectation. 

 We make our plans, we find a way – we present our prescription to God in 
prayer. 

 Problem is, the control remains with us. 

 But, Prayer is a matter of faith, of surrender – that we cannot – and He can. 

 The shift the Journeyman: Liberator brings us is to challenge us in the ways of 
thinking that belong to the Kingdom.  

 To pray from that framework 

 It takes time to let go of what we have known, ‘in the ordinary’ to just simply trust 
God in all things, without always trying to second guess – or manipulate 

 To live a life restored, is to live having cultivated trust as the instinctive reaction, 
instead of doubt. 

 God has got this – even in the dark times.  Even when things go off the rails, and 
truly important things intrude to disappoint or disillusion us.  To have us return to 
a credal position – of reciting abstract beliefs, but having little expectation they 
will come to pass. 

 That is a Journeyman I would want to walk with.  Someone who knows that path, 
through disappointment, through naïve believe-ism; to deep faith and the 
possibility of wonder at a larger reality. 

 We have started from those Journeymen who open up for us the possibility of a 
life following Jesus 

 We seek the Journeymen God puts in our way to persevere with us, (kicking and 
screaming sometimes) to the hilltop of quiet maturity – who else has God got for 
us? 


