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 <Slide #1> We have for a number of weeks spent time dwelling in Mark’s Gospel, 
looking at the provision Jesus leaves for these tremulous, uncertain, timid 
disciples of his. 

 A corpus of teaching parables that will help them to mature (Mark 4) 

 …and a picture of the future that will challenge them to realign / challenge all their 
ideas about what is certain, enduring and sustaining in (what He paints for them) 
as a difficult and uncertain future. (Chapter 13) 

 And at the point we left off last week, the disciples <Slide #2> had cause to be 
very twitchy and anxious indeed. 

 They have just heard the news!  And it is not soothing, like, at all! 

 The Temple is going to be torn down – symbol of national identity and historic link 
to God 

 There will be deceivers <Frame #2> around trying to mislead them. Wars will 
happen.  Earthquakes, Famines & troubles – and that is just the beginning! 

 They are still trying to get their heads around the fact that Jesus is promising 
court appearances, martyrdom, and family betrayal & rejection by the human 
populace 

 Way to go Jesus!  If you are trying to be a fortune teller, you are doing it wrong! 

 Then Jesus says this… <Slide #3> 
❖ Mark 13:24–25 (NLT) 24 “At that time, after the anguish of those days, (the 
tribulation) 

 Okay then – this next bit is after all that horrible stuff… New Page!  Fresh Start!  
<Frame #2> 

❖ the sun will be darkened, the moon will give no light, 25 the stars will fall from the 
sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

 …now that doesn’t sound a whole lot better to me.  Does that sound better to 
you? 

❖ “At that time, after the anguish of those days” 

 Yeah Lord…, I just don’t see it. 

 What is He trying to say?  What is this all about 

 You know one of the things about the big block bluster movies these days 
through the wonders of technology, the imagination of the Movie Director is no 
longer limited by the capacity of the camera. <Slide #4>  And no better place is 
this seen than in the genres of sci-fi and fantasy 

 Big fresh, fantastical idea’s are fed to us, week by week – and our minds are 
invited to consider something which defies the normal physics of the day to day.  
It entices us to accept for a few moments, entertainment; a fiction; before we 
return to the regular hum-drum 

 Jesus has already spoken of Wars, earthquakes, famines, betrayals & so on – all 
these things we know about, all these things have been recorded in ordinary 
history &/or experienced to some degree or other 

 <Slide #5>  Well, this is a bit new.  Disturbing, but the indication is that this is 
after the anguish 

 Someone has observed that this list looks a little like a wind-back of the Genesis 
1 creation account.  Perhaps it is. 

 But it certainly shows us a glimpse of a substantial change in reality.  A break in 
the old, familiar rhythm of life 

 Jesus is describing that change. 
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 There are many philosophical and religious systems that see the pattern in 
creation & the environment, in human growth and behaviour, and in thought. 
Cyclical patterns, cycles of life. 

 Ecclesiastes would at some time lament this – “there is nothing new under the 
sun” 

 But in a Christian world view we know something else.  While we look at things 
from a close to medium distance – and they appear to be a schedule of endless 
interlocking cycles forever repeating themselves. 

 Jesus reports that His Father has an end game in mind.  This life in its 
predictability, (Including wars famines & earthquakes, is not all there is – there is 
coming a time in which God Himself will put down a final Full-Stop. <Frame #2> 

❖ Mark 13:26–27 (NLT) 26 Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send out his angels to gather his 
chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and 
heaven.  

 Remember where we are in the Gospel, Jesus is in Jerusalem.  He’s speaking 
with the disciples in Olivet, a very short time before the passion will begin …with 
all its pain and injustice. 

 Yet He points them to this.  Jesus reveals to them this future that God is 
promising. 

 What is sustaining Jesus?  The second passage we heard read, reminds us… 
<Slide #6> 

❖ Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 This is the end game for Jesus.  This is the foil that overcomes all the hardships , 
all the tears, all the loneliness, all the grief and suffering, All The Sin; of the whole 
world. 

 That is what He has been working toward, and what He commends to His 
disciples – like you & I, to set their minds and hearts upon, come what may 

 <Slide #7> There are those who will not accept this.  There are those who will 
ridicule for a variety of reasons, perhaps because they’re damaged because their 
own hopes & experience of this life has left its scars, and plausible doubts. 

 Those are genuine emotions – but Jesus is asking of His followers, those who will 
hear Him, that despite all the negative experiences that might befall them; - to 
have wild faith; to have bold trust; and watchful hearts that for all that God has 
already done in Christ, …because this too, God will accomplish for eternity. 

 A wild dream?  It certainly sounds extraordinary.  But our faith is not groundless.  
For his part Paul said 

❖ 2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless 
I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.  

 And what does Jesus promise? <Frame #2> 
❖ Mark 13:30–31 (NLT) 30 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the 
scene before all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my 
words will never disappear.  

 extraordinary claims to make. 

 What would it take for you to modify your thinking around this eternal promise. 
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 I mean; living a life guided by scriptural moral principles is all very well; being 
blessed by a loving and caring fellowship of believers can be a wonderful thing; 
being able to offer prayers in all the seasons of life – when no one else is 
listening; these are blessings of a disciple to be sure  

 But to be honest, many different faith traditions offer just that. 

 The unique thing here is God’s end game.  Salvation, eternal life, through faith in 
Christ who died for your sins, and who lives again and reigns 

 That is new.  That is different.  That is someone you can know, trust and 
embrace. 

 Don’t live life simply to survive, to get through.  Don’t settle for comfort or fleeting 
accomplishment, that passes so quickly into oblivion. 

 Live toward the promise God makes for your eternal provision.  “For the Joy set 
before us” 

 Live with that expectancy (which is the point) – and here and now, anything might 
happen 


