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 <Slide #1> When I was a young lad, we lived in Albury, and occasionally went out 
to one of the many picnic places dotted around Lake Hume, on the Murray River. 

 <Slide #2> I remember an occasion when we had visitors my Aunt & Uncle, with 
my cousins came for a short stay with us, and we all went out for a BBQ picnic 
down by the water. 

 My uncle was a businessman 100%, well travelled, and quite successful (the 
money followed that side of the family!).  He and Dad would talk grown-up talk 
about what they were doing at work, where my Uncle had been, jobs he had 
been working on, the wheeling & dealing and how they had gone. 

 Completely boring, when you are eleven.  But that is alright we were tearing 
around like mad things with our cousins, trying not to drown these city boys in the 
lake 

 Our afternoon proceeded pleasantly enough, sitting around – the smell of the 
wood burning under the BBQ plate (it was the early 70’s – you were allowed to do 
that), drinks and cakes and the smell of onion & sausages cooking 

 After a while my Uncle stopped talking, and after a few minutes of silence he said 
“Gee… its really nice here, isn’t it” 

 It struck me at the time.  He stopped.  There was nothing specially to do; no 
meetings to attend; no business to conduct; no where to ‘get to’ in his many 
international jaunts 

 And he grasped a moment of appreciation for what was immediately happening 
around him. 

 As family, we of course saw them many, many times in the years that followed – 
but I never ever saw in my Uncle such a moment, ever again.  He was either 
talking shop, or crashed out, asleep in the post-Christmas lunch stupor! 

 Our culture forms us to be future oriented, which in and of itself is not all bad1. 

 But we are called to be as ‘aliens and strangers’2, while we are here.  If we are to 
follow Jesus, where are we to be oriented? 

 Last week we pondered the first 20 verses of Mark 4, the Parable of the 
Sower/Soils 

 Having said to them, “(11) To you has been given to know the mystery of the 
Kingdom of God” just two verse later… 

❖ Mark 4:13 (NKJV) 13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? 
How then will you understand all the parables?  

 And we saw, starting with Jesus, how the parable of the sower the soils, provides 
us (as believers), with a diagnostic tool for keeping spiritually healthy 

 Today’s passage <Slide #3>, contains two further parables, which Mark adds.  
(Not necessarily in sequential order (NT writers sometimes group their records, 
non-chronologically)  

 And the link in ideas we see perhaps in vs. 23.  “Whoever has ears should listen 
and understand” 

 We need to start with thinking about what Jesus is doing among them 

 The original greek of the beginning vs 21 is a bit awkward ‘Does the lamp come in 

order that it might be placed…3” 

                                                           
1 Celtic Daily Prayer 2; Eata Readings (Feb 8) p. 1425-6 
2 Hebrews 11:13 
3 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 139). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcmark?ref=Bible.Mk4.21&off=457&ctx=ological+reasons:+%E2%80%9C%C2%A0~%E2%80%98Does+the+lamp+come+
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 Generally, lamps don’t “come” anywhere all by themselves, but Mark phrases 
Jesus words this way – as if the lamp might be an object …or a person 

 Who’s the lamp? 

 Vs. 22 the lamp come – it was hidden, but the point is that it will be exposed 

 “Concealment intends disclosure. 

 The kingdom of God—and the parables that witness to it—are like a piece of embroidery: 

one side is a mass of knots and tangles, while the other is a finished pattern”4 

 Those who have ears, are to expect to see something when the light has come.  
There will be action, there will be movement revealed. 

 What once appeared one way, now we get a different perspective 

 Sometimes its true nature will be revealed, the  

 <Slide #4 …if it works!> a wider perspective – where God is at work out there 

 And where God is at work, in here.   

 This is what Jesus is telling the crowds – telling the disciples 

 Some will write me off as a radical rabbi without suitable qualifications – but the 
light comes to produce change, not to rally admirers. 

 Look for what I am doing. 

 Mark follows through on this teaching <Slide #5> 

 Play close attention, take heed (in some translations) to what’s coming at you… 

 Here we have it again vs. 3 – “Listen, a sower…”; vs.9 – “He who has ears!”; vs. 12 
“Seeing they may not see, hearing they may not hear”; vs. 23 – “if anyone has ears”; 

and now vs. 24 

 The more you listen; the measure that you use; you will not get back “even 
stevens” – you will get that + more. 

 Mark assures the reader/hearer who attentively hears Jesus’ message of the Kingdom 

taught in the parables that the hearer will not only experience the Kingdom but receive an 

even greater grasp of the Kingdom’s coming.5 

 I have seen something of God – it has given me a hunger, now I see a bit more.  
It really is not exactly how I expected it. 

 I dwell, I meditate on my situation and notice those “God-incidences”, and my 
picture of what God is doing, and how He is doing it is improved.  And that is 
even further away from my initial guesses – but I understand better now. 

 I gotta tell you, it has go so little to do with what you know.  It has got so little to 
do with the position you hold or religious standing 

 I has got a lot to do with just simple, garden variety faith – and trusting in that 
God does just what He says, but in His own way 

 God is messing with me lately 

 In recent weeks the ‘coincidences’ around me are breeding!  And every time, I 
get the feeling that God is chortling to Himself ‘cause He knows He’s messing 
with my brain. 

 (Harvey Norman story), letters/ email going out or arriving with curious timing.  
Stuff that doesn’t make any sense to me at all – but it triggers something in the 
people I speak to 

 Vs. 25, however also presents a warning.  “Use it or loose it”. 

                                                           
4 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 140). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 
5 Guelich, R. A. (1998). Mark 1–8:26 (Vol. 34A, p. 236). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcmark?ref=Bible.Mk4.23-24&off=49&ctx=r+to+be+manifested.+~Concealment+intends+
https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc34a?ref=Bible.Mk4.21-25&off=36133&ctx=et+in+this+context%2c+~Mark+assures+the+rea
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 Time and again the Scripture warns about those who start in the faith well, but 
somehow slip away – the Parable of the sower/soils, is a recent example. 

 I can tell you that there is so much to discover in the Kingdom of God, that each 
part builds on another. 

 Some of those discoveries depend on ditching the (often hidden) idea that God is 
actually our puppet – and that faith is a matter of my mastery of every time and 
season of my life. 

 None of the apostles ended their lives in comfort, and so many of the faithful 
through the centuries, likewise.  We are aiming for something different. 

 If God knows you are not ready to have your mind blown with dynamite, now… 
He won’t – until you are ready 

 But readiness depends upon you.  The realization that perseverance in your faith 
– such as it is - allows God to put in place, what is needed for you to take just the 
next step 

 Unless you come up with another explanation.  Unless disappointment drives 
your fingers into your ears & blinkers your eyes. 

 Nobody focuses very well, when they are right up so close. 

 At the same time, the things we hold far away at a distance are also hard to make 
out 

 I want to rad to you something I found, before we move to a time of meditation 

 “If all we hold in our attention is the hurried, competitive future of this world, we discover 
a terrible and insidious drying up of life, of the vitality that we are meant to savour and 
enjoy, regardless of our material circumstance 

 Only when we maintain a regular habit of discernment do we allow ourselves the time 
and place to taste and see our lives …to let the hints and intimations of the life of God 
capture our attention. 

 We begin to be less driven to cease control 

 We begin to recognise that there is much in this life that we cannot manage, cannot 
direct, cannot solve.  And that kind of realization bring freedom. 

 We begin to practise being still, paying attention, listening, and seeing”6 

 Discerning our days. 
 

 Meditation… 
Adjust expectation 

See purposefully God’s work 

Seek forgiveness for putting down tools 

Set priorities without controlling the agenda. 

Difficulties as opportunities. 

 
<Slide #6> 
❖ Psalm 25:4–5 (NLT) 4 Show me the right path, O LORD; point out the road for me 
to follow. 5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves 
me. All day long I put my hope in you.  

                                                           
6 Celtic Daily Prayer 2; Eata Readings (Feb 8) p. 1425-6 by Mary C. Earle 


