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 <Slide #1> In Matthews gospel by the time we get to ch 13, Matthew has taken 
us from Jesus nativity; through some detailed teaching which forms the 
Beatitudes 

 and into His interaction with the general public - sending out the disciples; and in 
Ch 12 confrontation with the religious authorities on their turf 

 So, our Gospel reading today has Him operating beyond “Officialdom”, not 
speaking so much in formal settings (synagogues) – but in the open air, to the 
people, face to face with ordinary folk 

 <Slide #2>  So, he gets up in the morning and goes outside to be greeted by a 
whole ‘multitude” of people wanting to hear something. 

 A little while later we find Him sitting in a boat, in a very accessible location He 
speaks while His listeners sit on the shore hanging on His words 

❖ Matthew 13:3 (NLT) 3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this 
one: “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds.  

 He speaks in parables – earthy picture stories that reveal some spiritual or 
heavenly truth 

 He is not using the language of the educated, he is not speaking complicated or 
esoteric philosophy 

 He is communicating something familiar they can ponder, ruminate on 

 “A farmer went out to plant some seeds…” 

 It is remarkable that Jesus gave them this parable at this particular moment. 

 Matthews Gospel has much teaching before this point, and there is even more 
yet to come. 

 He has just been having run in’s with the hoi-poloi, because they disagree with 
Him & the things he is saying 

 He start talking about a sower, a farmer – who is out to spread seed. 

 Just think about who he is talking to.  The Masses.  Some have come genuinely 
interested. 

 Some have been moved by second hand reports.  Others have come because 
He has stuck it to the authorities; and yet still others because they are curious 
and want to check Him out 

 And He says, “A farmer went out to plant some seeds…” 

 In the ears of those on the beach who hear Him then, what are they to make of 
this? 

 “Well, better be ready then, if I ever see a sower, I should be ready to do 
something productive…  I hope the fates favour me with increase… 

 If the seed ever get out of there… one day… maybe I will get lucky… 
❖ Matthew 13:3 (NLT) 3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this 
one: 

 Jesus has been teaching.  Here He is using parables. 

 So tell me who is the sower?  And what is the seed? 

 The object of this teaching is not something that is yet to occur in an unspecified 
moment in the future. 

 You see, as he sits in the boat, legs dangling over the side – He is sowing 

 This is happening in real time as they are listening 

 And He is speaking to them of how They will receive the words that have, and 
that are even now pouring from His lip 

 Because if they (& we) really think about it, people are already making 
judgements about how they are going to take in, what Jesus has been saying 
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❖ Matthew 13:4 (NLT) 4 As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on 
a footpath, and the birds came and ate them.  

 <Slide #3> some of Jesus teaching hits people’s hearts like this.  They have 
already made up their mind. They don’t understand it and are not willing to 
reconsider 

 they know how to deal with such “Junk mail”, and do so without consideration of 
the speaker or His message. 

 It is easy to become fixed in one’s ways.  Or so adverse to the cost of Jesus 
words – we just reject what is said out of hand. 

 It is easier to embrace our explanation or rationalization; than to actually think 
about what Jesus has said and how that applies in our circumstance. 

 Sometimes we might imagine we know what the bible says, and excuse 
ourselves from any further pondering upon it 

 Someone wisely said:-  “While He never contradicts His Word, He is very 
comfortable contradicting our understanding of it.”1 

❖ <Slide #4>  Matthew 13:5–6 (NLT) 5 Other seeds fell on shallow soil with 
underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But 
the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, 
they died.  

 This is about Faith & faith development.  To His hearers on the beach… you 
might be hearing this teaching, and indeed really be enjoying taking it on board 

 But consider well where these words need to fall, because if you can’t, then 
however fondly you might feel about them, they cannot sustain you, for you give 
them no power to do so. 

 The pinch point is the challenge to faith that will come, at worst persecution for 
the faith.  To be simply a shallow enthusiast to the idea of following – will offend 
at the time the hard questions are asked. 

 “It is no use choosing crosses that look congenial, because the point of the true 
bearing of the cross is the displacing of self-oriented desires by openness to 
God”2 

 <Slide #5> 
❖ Matthew 13:7 (NLT) 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked 
out the tender plants.  

 Someone has said:- “Heaven is filled with perfect peace. This world is filled with 
unbelief and disorder.  We will always reflect the nature of the world we are most 
aware of.”3 

 Fear and Guilt are inimical to faith, they deceive just at the point where we need 
to raise our heads above the milieu of the now, to see the bigger picture & 
endorse the way of the Father 

 You cannot serve both.  If your security is found in the promises of God then that 
is where it is found – and the ‘reality’ of this world takes second place. 

 <St Benedicts Finance story?> 

                                                           
1 Johnson, Bill When Heaven Invades Earth p.76 
2 Williams, Rowan “Teresa of Avila” (Geoffery Chapman: London, 1991) p. 95 
3 Johnson, Bill BJM Monthly Newsletter Feb 2011 
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 “most of life is made up of soft facts. I respect hard facts, but when I take the long 
view, I notice that the rocks and the riverbank do not control the water that flows 
in the stream; the water forms the rocks and the bank” 4  

 <Slide #6> 
❖ Matthew 13:8 (NLT) 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a 
crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!  

 Finally, Jesus turns to the seed that finds good soil – His word rightly received. 

 In the ears of the listeners on that beach – that is what He would hope for. 

 In an individualistic & consumeristic society – this might appear to be of great 
appeal – the bonanza of guaranteed security, profit and increase! 

 No, the fruit of the kingdom, in this world is measured in goodness, kindness 
righteous action, mercy and healing – to name a few. 

 It draws me back to the passage from Isaiah 58 that God has been burdening me 
with this year 

❖ Isaiah 58:10–12 (NKJV) 10 If you extend your soul to the hungry And satisfy the 
afflicted soul, Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, And your darkness shall 
be as the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you continually, And satisfy your soul in 
drought, And strengthen your bones; You shall be like a watered garden, And like a 
spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 12 Those from among you Shall build the 
old waste places; You shall raise up the foundations of many generations; And you 
shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.  

 A magnificent promise to people of faith. 

 <Slide #7>  to those on the beach, to those hearing these words – Jesus parable 
presents them with something powerful to chew on 

 This is not about Fate – that people have no part to play, that they are destined, 
stuck with the ground they find themselves in. 

 No, that is contradictory to the whole ministry of Christ., 

 The arable is about recognising the choices that people make with each and 
every word that God speaks to them 

 Response, choice remains the privilege of every human heart 

 Jesus is simply mapping out how people will deal with the challenge of the 
teaching He is carrying. 

 He is going a long wat to explaining how society is reacting to His presence, and 
setting before them the options they have 

 For those who have not yet given their lives to Jesus, as Saviour and Lord, this is 
certainly true 

 But further for the believer who has been travelling the Christian road for perhaps 
many miles this also has traction. 

 The work of the HS is to challenge us in the places of small & timid faith; in the 
face of fearful obstacles; and against the walls of stubborn obduracy, that might 
linger in the corners of our lives – and offer us the opportunity to enter into the 
place of spiritual abundance and fruitfulness. 

 Every choice you make.  Every circumstance you find yourself in the position of 
making a decision in, would do well to reflect upon this test 

 So, that you would bear much spiritual fruit. 

                                                           
4 Berkley, J. D. (1986). Vol. 8: Preaching to convince. "A Leadership/Word book"--T.p. verso. The 

Leadership library (36). Carol Stream, Ill.; Waco, Tex.: CTi; Word Books. 


