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 <Slide #1> 

 It is somehow appropriate that as we come to God’s word today we begin with 
the image of a house, as the promise for those who are “troubled of heart” 

 It says in… 
❖ Genesis 1:27 (NLT) 27 So God created human beings in his own image. In the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  

 In God we find elements of both genders, and here I notice that characteristics of 
nurturing, enfolding, sustaining, <Slide #2> things we connect with more 
“feminine” qualities, embraced in the idea of God’s house, mansion, His home, 
offered by Jesus as the promise and comfort to these anxious & trembling 
disciples 

 So, for you Mums here today, who have built places of sanctuary for your families 
– we give you thanks – you have been to us, a reflection of God’s very heart in 
our lives. 

 But troubled they are. 

 The record of this gospel has painted for them up to this point, is disturbing 

 He has pointed to His crucifixion.  The crowds one enthusiastic are now 
withdrawing in disbelief 

 Jesus has disclosed there is a betrayer among the disciples; he has prophetically 
told peter (Peter!) that he would deny him 

 Now this guy who they have invested these few years of their life in, is talking 
about going away – they have made this whole big commitment, and He is 
bugging out? 

 Peter asks John 13:36 “Lord where are you going?” 

 They are troubled.  They are uncertain and lacking any sort of security 

 I mean they are not rushing headlong “toward pain, ignominy, shame, crucifixion1”, 

but nevertheless they are troubled. 

 When you consider His own causes for being troubled - it adds a lot of credibility 
to his counsel, when he tells them “Trust in God, trust also in me” 

 In the midst of the strife of this age, Jesus looks to what God has in eternity, as if 
to say 

 “… well if my eternity is secure, …many room/‘Mansions’  If God is across that, 
then This (life) is navigable.” 

 Everything you have ever known is transient, subject to loss, decay or death 

 What is your heart focussed on? …knowing that every relationship you have; all 
the resources you possess; all the experience and knowledge you have 
amassed; have such little traction over time. 

 The first question then I think this passage poses then is “Where is Home”? 
<Slide #3> Where is your security located?  That place of warmth and enfolding; 
that is profoundly certain – when all else is changing 

 I was drawn immediately to this picture, this cosy home nestled in the mountains 
as a metaphor for that – but of course we are not speaking of a structure – but a 
sure relationship with God. 

 <Frame #2> Of this, Jesus says 
❖ John 14:4 (NLT) 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”  

 Still a little bit hard to grasp this…  But hard to hang onto, isn’t it? 

                                                           
1 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (p. 487). Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-

Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcjohn;ref=Bible.Jn14.1;off=425;ctx=se_they_are_rushing_~toward_pain,_ignomin
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 Thomas is reasoning in his head, “Well I don’t know if this has anything to do with 
Bartholomew’s GPS, <Slide #4> but I haven’t got the foggiest where we are 
going” 

 Jesus response is very swift.  And, as we saw last week, when we talked about 
the sheepfold,  Jesus’ claims about Himself are unique and exclusive.  “I am…”  
& “No one can come…” 

 <Frame #2> Then He says something a little disturbing… 
❖ John 14:7 (NLT) 7 If you had really known me, you would know who my Father 
is. 

 …”If you had” so they have already dropped the ball?  They don’t know the 
Father – so …they have got a “F” grade?  No…<Frame #3> 

❖ From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him!”  

 Thomas comes looking for a Map, something to do, an ability to master an 
advantage to appropriate 

 Jesus said – “don’t fret that stuff Tom, you have already got all you need” 

 Phil is still fretting. <Slide #5>  He needs something concrete – He needs 
evidence… 

 There is a difference between a statue and a model.  A model is dynamic.  A 
model can effect change.  A model can adapt to a situation 

 I am not sure what Philip might have been anticipating Jesus would “ta-da!” show 
him 

 But the evidence that the Father is right there with them all, in this moment, is the 
very reason they have followed Him; committed their future to Him all this time 
already 

 They know something is different, and as they had declared sometime before 
❖ John 6:68–69 (NLT) 68 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You 
have the words that give eternal life. 69 We believe, and we know you are the Holy 
One of God.”  

 They have not realised it yet, but their “Jedi training” is not incomplete. 

 It could use a little bit of exercise, sure – but what they shave seen of the living 
God working in their midst, is the very Revelation they need.<Slide #6> 

 This is their confident belief.  This is theior surety – not because of “Proof”  not 
Because they have mastered “Technique”  but because of Belief 

 So Here we have it.  Truth - Christ is preparing a place in His Father’s house for 
us.  While your journey through this world might be a real roller coaster – your 
eternal destiny is sure.  Live from that certainty 

 Belief – We have Read/Heard God is active in Human affairs from that time to 
this.  We live with eyes that are looking for His ongoing work around us, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Craig?”  “Sue anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father” 

 We spoke of knowing the Shepherds voice – Expect God to be at work. 

 And finally Works <Slide #7> 

 Here is a promise for those who live and move in what we have been dwelling on.  
This is a spectacular rallying call to these dispirited Disciple – the full import of 
which, in that moment – they were struggling to grasp 

 I have chosen the Message paraphrase here – ’cause I think Peterson has 
caught it beautifully 

 Get on board with What God is up to, and How God is doing it – and you will do 
even more outstanding stuff. 
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 In the bag, guaranteed. 

 Vs.13 is the key to everything we have already dwelt upon – it is the basis of 
Jesus’ response to Peter, Thomas and Philip. 

❖ whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I am doing, I’ll do it 

 If it smells of the Kingdom of God, it will happen. 

 Look at v. 14.  In a formal translation it would say “Whatever you ask in my name, 
I’ll do it”.  

 Some take this to work like a Mantra, a secret magical utterance – to make God 
work “In Jesus name, AMEN” 

 No.  You can say that all you like – and you might fill the air with noise. 

 But when your prayer request is linked to the spirit and work of God, through 
Christ.  That is something else. 

 What if those words “In Jesus name” became our own self check. 

 What would Jesus do, here?  How would He Pray?  What would He see?  How 
would He draw in the dirt to consider His response? 

 I do not forbid you, to say this phrase – at all, but I would have you consider the 
import of what is going on around you… 

 We pray for the sick in body, by all means – In Jesus name! 

 We pray for the sick in mind, or the sick in spirit, whose complicated, twisted lives 
are tangled up in all sorts of difficulties, cruel fate, and poor decisions – what is 
the right prayer here Lord? 

 What is Your will here” …and what are the stepping-stone prayers, to “pray the 
Kingdom” into this person’s circumstances? 

 And what of our region, our nation, our world?  What kind of prayer needs to be 
heard in the halls of heaven?  Such things are not unprecedented in the 
Scriptures. 

 Jesus did extraordinary things during His earthly ministry… AMEN? 

 Jesus does extraordinary things across history… including My History.  AMEN? 

 Jesus will do even greater things through you – not because of who you are – but 
because of who He is and what He can do with a little bit of truth, and a sliver of 
belief.  AMEN? 

 God’s word.  God’s work.  Always together, always around us. 

 <Slide #8> Do not doubt you.  It was never about you.  Believe in what He has 
and is showing you 


