
Sermon Page 1 12 May 18 

 <Frame #1> The world of computers, software and internet apps., etc., is 
definitely one of big business.  Big money 

 And so to protect the interests of those many, many thousands of people who 
work in the industry, and indeed to remain profitable, there are legal agreements, 
contracts between the companies involved, and regular Joes & Jo-annes, that 
are “signed” every day <Frame #2>  – to gain access to a wonderful array of 
resources and applied computing power 

 So, how simple can it be?  One just reads the agreement, all 40-50 pages of it, 
deciphering and decoding a bucket load of acronyms, and then realising those 
same acronyms are all in a unintelligible jargon inaccessible to any, but proficient 
“geeks” 

 So, Tick the box and hit “Accept” 

 But wait there is more!  The privacy agreements; the marketing agreements and 
so on – which might leave one bewildered and spinning – all just to play “Angry 
birds” 

 But diligently read them we do – yes?  Every word! 

 I wonder what we have ‘signed away’, in good faith, over the years?  Very 
occasionally, disturbing stories emerge, but for the most part I suspect most folk 
quickly drown in all the legalese and computer jargon, just follow the crowd and 
“Accept all” without discrimination. 

 <Frame #3> Sure!  Let’s hide in the school!  What could possibly go wrong? 

 Our passage of Scripture today <Slide #2> has Jesus sitting in a crowd of 
anxious ears (definitely a school!), and he has been teaching – what has become 
commonly known as “the Sermon on the Mount” 

 If we slip back to the beginning of ch 5 where this teaching commenced, it says  
❖ Matthew 5:1–2 (NLT) 1 One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up 
on the mountainside and sat down. His disciples gathered around him, 2 and he 
began to teach them. 

 He has been mobbed!  He retreats to a more remote place, he brings his 
disciples near and he brings to them teaching what will occupy the next 3 
chapters of Matthews Gospel 

 Of this, John Stott writes… 

 The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best-known part of the teaching of Jesus, 

though arguably it is the least understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed. It is the 

nearest thing to a manifesto that he ever uttered, for it is his own description of what he 

wanted his followers to be and to do1  

  “What I have presented to you, seems incredibly idealistic; it flies square in the 
face of the culture and values of your time – and yet, you need to walk this way” 

 By the end Matthew says “The crowds were amazed at His teaching, because he 
taught as one who had authority…” (7:28) 

 It seems some of the crowd hung around, & crept in to eavesdrop!  The disciples 
didn’t get a private audience – those the instruction was intended for them 

 For many who heard, His words rang true – because they articulated their 
disillusionment with ‘the system’, and offered something better. 

 With this picture “the fork in the road”, in two verses Jesus presents a clear 
decision, when it comes to receiving all the teaching spread across the three 
chapters of this sermon – and of course His ministry. 

                                                           
1 Stott, J. R. W., & Stott, J. R. W. (1985). The message of the Sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-7): Christian 

counter-culture (pp. 14–15). Leicester; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
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 One way, or the other?  No middle ground. 

 For me, as I pondered this from the days of my youth, I guess I received these 
kinds of pictures in my head to help me grasp it <Slide #3>  A simple picture, 
where our eternal fate hangs in the balance of one’s own choice 

 Eternal life – beyond my mortal existence, following Jesus the one and only 
saviour; or a Godless eternity, unsheltered by the grace and mercy of God – the 
depiction of hell.<Frame #2> 

 AND, also the lament for “the many who go by it”, who are carried along 
undiscerning, in the tide of careless living 

 If we step beyond the tediousness of our day-to-day problems for a moment, it is 
a vitally important choice. 

 No matter how simplistic (or corny) the artwork, this is the reason – this is the 
ultimate purpose of Jesus incarnation. 

 The price is paid –  
❖ John 3:16 (NKJV) 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

 THE central & critical statement for any would-be follower to apprehend.  You got 
to have that to be a follower in the first place. 

 But there is more to this which we can profit from – when we remember that 
Jesus’ intended audience in the first place was His own; those who have made 
this choice. 

 Those disciples who said  
❖ John 6:68–69 (NKJV) 68b …“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”  

 What would happen if we pondered further the idea that Jesus is preparing the 
troops for the Journey?  <Slide #4>That He has something to say – to give them 
a foundation, when the world has (apparently) gone crazy around them? 

 …and they get just beyond the starting place <Frame #2> – from which they 
might draw comfort and strength – when it starts to look a bit daunting. 

 I think there are a few aspects of that:- 

 We have already heard from the passage itself “The gate is wide for the many 
who choose destruction” 

 The numbers question.  The comfort of the crowd.  Here & in other places, Jesus 
seemed to avoid numerical answers about “How many”2, which leads us to think 
about the risk of numbers.<Slide #5> 

 The comparison questions that arise; the fear of standing out, or standing against 
the tide. 

 Questions about doubt and uncertainty in the journey.  How reason and faith, 
interact – and sometimes conflict. 

 Questions about comfort and fatigue  

 The other way is described as easy – commodious, convenient, popular 
undemanding.  It is immediate living, with little regard to consequence or 
responsibility – either eternally, or within the generation in which we are set. 

 The depiction of the way of Life is one that is Narrow – constricted and difficult or 
hard. <Frame #2> 

                                                           
2 Luke 13:23-24 
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 Jesus disciples are going to have to make informed & deliberate decisions the 
other way.  It is a conscious pursuit.  A counter cultural investment. 

 I have heard it said “the wages of sin is death, but the hours are good”.  When we 
stop chuckling, what do you think about that? 

 I mean honestly.  If we go with “the herd”, if we embrace the outlook; the shallow 
ethic; the self interest of the moment; are the hours good? 

 If we live like there is no consequence, is there never any consequence to 
ourselves or our children? 

 Your lives, the accumulation of decisions you make ring like a bell, actually 
through time the reverberations are felt 

 And in a society that is increasingly consumeristic, and hedonistic, discomfort 
adverse; that is unwelcome news.  Something to be suppressed. 

 What if the call to the “narrow & difficult way”, was not simply about conformity to 
an austere moral code.  What if it were about formation? 

 <Slide #6> Look at this.  This is a strip of steel. 

 When it was first cast in a forge and made cold (perhaps with water), it was hard, 
and brittle, lacking structural integrity - ‘cast iron’. 

 The process of Tempering is one of carefully (for a second time) applying heat to 
change the formation of the ferrous crystals – to suit the intended purpose 

 On LHS, it has been reheated to 204℃ where it loses some of its brittleness/ 
hardness, but still remains tough enough to have rigid strength 

 Toward RHS it has been reheated to about 337℃ it sacrifices some of its 
strength, but it becomes tough and ductile (malleable, elastic/plastic - without 
breaking) – like spring steel 

 You can remain cold to hard decisions - and you will prove brittle and vulnerable 
in this life 

 But to stand against – to be formed and tempered in the heat by the challenges 
of this life, will leave you strong and adaptable to your circumstance. 

 <Slide #7> The decisions of life that Followers of Christ will make; what we pick 
up, what we leave behind; which road we choose; is the tempering of Christian 
Formation – and you will serve the purpose God has set for you. 

 The psalmist lamented many times about the good fortunes of the wicked, whilst 
the righteous seemed to do nothing but struggle 

 This whole matter was one that brought Job to great anxiety & protest 

 And in the midst of resistance and difficulties, the apostles & the New Testament 
church were strengthened & expanded 

 Your point of reference for Christian growth in this life, is not to be those who 
have found the ease of the “course of least resistance”, and smeared it with a 
veneer of morality 

 Your point of reference for spiritual maturity, are those who carry their cross daily, 
and yet still ask; still seek; still knock, still follow. 

 I have learned so much from the darkest places and the difficult times of my life.  
I have learned a great deal from the hard work of walking alongside the wounded, 
and being privileged to see them find God afresh in the midst of anxiety, pain and 
tears 

 Their lives become gardens of healing for themselves, and blessings for others. 

 It has tempered me, from the brash and idealistic young man, expecting things to 
go by the numbers & judging those who stumbled – and yet I know I need 
tempering still, malleability, strength, integrity. 
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 I want to give you a few moments to meditate on this… 


