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 <Slide #1> I wonder when you first heard this parable?  These picture-words of 
Jesus?  Perhaps as a child? <Slide #2> …Something like this? 

 Jesus’ celebrity status has drawn a large crowd (of the committed, the curious 
and the caustic) to hear Him, and so he sits in a boat, and speaks… 

 And the parable He tells, is pretty straight-forward in its familiarity. 

 Even the vague-est grasp of growing things is sufficient to get the basic facts of 
the parable as they surface 

 But perhaps, not so much these days.  Years ago, when I was accounting I 
worked for a variety of small farmers out near Parkes. 

 And the general, expected progression of the generations in farming, was that the 
sons (such as wanted to) would assume the family business in due course, and 
the agricultural heritage would be preserved. 

 But tricky where you had a couple of sons trying to (profitably) work the same 
farm acreage, and keep all the subsequent generations fed. 

 These days that is not the problem.  The younger generations, hardened by 
years of the great risks & pitfalls of farming, are leaving the land. 

 At the same time agriculture is becoming corporatized.  Large companies buying 
up smaller land holdings, and using all their resources to increase productivity 

 <Slide #3> Including “Precision Agriculture” and “Site specific crop management”.  
Using drone aircraft, satellites and special robotic scanning equipment on tractors 
they can photograph farmland and do spectral analysis of specific areas of crop 
land 

 They can determine soil type & temperature, hydrology, organic matter present, 
moisture and nitrogen levels <Frame #2> 

 So, with the equipment they have they can plant the right amount of seed in the 
right spot within a paddock, laid at precisely the right depth in that lump of soil, 
with the optimum amount of the specific kind of fertilizer needed, (so no 
unnecessary waste in either seed or fertilizer), and all this on exactly the right day 
in the seasonal growing cycle. 

 The tech is so exacting, it can establish where the cows & sheep pooped & wee’d 
while grazing the stubble after last years harvest, and make the appropriate 
adjustments for the seed planted in that vicinity. 

 Everything is being geared to take in as many variables as possible, that would 
get in the way of producing a super cost-efficient and bumper harvest. 

 Yet there do remain things that are variables.  Beyond (try as we might) human 
control. 

 <Slide #4> The basics of the story we know, and its stands beyond such science.  
The ancient sower would broadcast his seed widely and with little discrimination.  
And then we have a commentary on what happened.  The fate of the various 
seeds, without spectral analysis 

 And then Jesus wound it up, and said <Slide #5> 
❖ Mark 4:9 (NKJV) 9 And He said to them, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  

 And verily, all the peoples didst rise up and lo went from that place, and 
discussing His teaching twixt one another didst spake “Well …that was a bit 
weird!” 

 And “the gathered” weren’t the only ones scratching their heads <Slide #6> 
❖ Mark 4:10–12 (NLT) 10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples 
and with the others who were gathered around, they asked him what the parables 
meant. 11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of 
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God. But I use parables for everything I say to outsiders, 12 so that the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled: ‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing. When they hear 
what I say, they will not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me and be 
forgiven.’”  

 Jesus is quoting something said in Isaiah 6, bringing it to His own ministry 

 You guys – you are privileged – with God’s hidden revelation.  It is not secret as 
in never spoken out loud.  It is secret in that God has set the time when this 
information will be uncovered. 

 And being uncovered – God gives them understanding.  Whereas others cannot. 

 Then, perhaps to his dismay, he looks around at the disciples blank faces staring 
at Him in bewilderment<Slide #7> 

❖ Mark 4:13 (NLT) 13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the 
meaning of this parable, how will you understand all the other parables?  

 Now there is a big statement.  If you can’t understand this, how will you get the 
rest 

 Everything He teaches, the core of what He has been sent for – lies in them 
grasping this parable – and they say, “Uh?” 

❖ What has he just said?  When they hear what I say, they will not understand. 
Otherwise, they will turn to me and be forgiven.’”  

 He is the message.  Him, standing before them is the main act.  If they get Jesus, 
they will be saved. 

 In both his person (3:20–35) and parables (4:1–20), Jesus precipitates a crisis among his 

hearers, dividing them along quite different lines. Insiders are those for whom the 

fellowship and will of Jesus take precedence over everything else (so 3:14–15, 34–35). 

They “hear, believe, and bear fruit” (4:20), which is Mark’s definition of faith. They can 

hear only by being with Jesus, and to them the mystery is revealed1 

 And so Jesus moves on with an explanation.  Now you know how that goes 
already. 

 Seed that fell on …footpath; …on rocky ground; …among thorn bushes;  and 
finally …on the good soil 

 The seed is God’s word – Jesus himself.  His life and his teaching.  What they 
see and hear. 

 So, tell me this.  How does this parable work?   Who is it for?  What is Jesus’ 
design spec, for its effective functioning? 

 Is it for these “others”?  No.  It can’t be – they don’t understand it anyhow, how 
could it possibly be useful to them? 

 So, it must be for… the disciples?  Yes. 

 But why?  To let them know if they are out of the club, or not? 

 Like they have the secret clubhouse password?  Why go to all the trouble of 
describing the footpath, rocky ground & thorns then? 

❖ Vs. 11 (NKJV) “To you has been given to know the mystery of the Kingdom of 
God” 

 Some will look, hear, and not get it.  But to you, you have known Me – you will 
turn, and your sins will be forgiven 

 You know the Gospel of mark only has two longer sections of protracted 
teaching.  Here ch.4 and at ch. 13. 

                                                           
1 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 132). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcmark?ref=Bible.Mk4.11&off=3124&ctx=+often+reversed.48%EF%BB%BF+~In+both+his+person+(
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 Good idea to pay attention – when understanding everything that follows 
depends on them grasping this parable 

 …so, then He explains this parable to them. 

 Like the seeds in the parable, faith is dynamic, not static: it matures by hearing, receiving, 

and bearing fruit (4:20)—or it withers and decays2 

 Understanding that The Seed is in their midst and looking at them.  The disciples 
are invited to ponder the parables.  If it is not about smug exclusivity to the Jesus 
Gang – the words are there – for them… 

 This is food for their discipleship.  Something to examine for their own spiritual 
health & growth. 

 The parabolic method of teaching did not pander to the casual, half-hearted listener. The 

hearer had to work at it and continue with it. 3 

 [Parables] are not bricks, dried hard and fast in the sun, but wet clay that invites new 

impressions4 

 How come from time to time I am reminded of something that is written in the 
Bible, and it is like I have never seen it before – (even though I am sure I’ve read 
the words) – a bit like it has been stolen away from me? 

 Why is it that I seem to baulk every time, someone puts the hard word on me 
about my faith, when I flop ever at every corner where a moral/ethic decision 
needs to be made?  Why am I filled with regret and remorse – because I seem to 
lack the depth to know the difference? 

 How come that in the midst of all of the pressure of life, all the responsibilities, 
ambitions and commitments – cares that make me feel like I am far away from 
God? 

 Hello?  The parable of the sower, is something for you.  It is a health check on 
your discipleship – your walk with Jesus.  It shows you where You might get into 
strife 

 It is in your interest, and in God’s to put Jesus in a place in your heart, that will 
produce fruit, yeah? 

 “Precision Agriculture” has a lot of variables to take into account to bring about 
that super-harvest 

 Parables have the capacity to ‘speak’ in a variety of circumstances, to a range of 
believers.  But… The receptivity of the ground determines the harvest5 

 God wants you to be at your best.  He moves to provide everything you need, 
and train you in its use, that you will be fruitful, 30, 60, 100 times 

 The disciples were hanging tenuously onto their new-found role as chosen 
followers of Jesus 

 They have seen Him so and say some pretty cool things – they know something 
is different about Him.  They have taken a step, of leaving their old life and 
following 

                                                           
2 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 133). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 
3 English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (p. 93). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 
4 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 137). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 
5 English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (p. 94). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcmark?ref=Bible.Mk4.11&off=4603&ctx=+10%E2%80%9311%2c+21%2c+43%E2%80%9346).+~Like+the+seeds+in+th
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus62mk?ref=Bible.Mk4.1-20&off=1596&ctx=cle+workers+around.+~The+parabolic+method
https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcmark?ref=Bible.Mk4.14-19&off=2939&ctx=static+medium.+They+~are+not+bricks%2c+drie
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus62mk?ref=Bible.Mk4.1-20&off=3634&ctx=g%2c+then+this+is+it.+~The+receptivity+of+t
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 But here is some good news “Discipleship is not what we can make of ourselves, but 

allowing both the Sower and the seed to produce a harvest of which we alone are 

incapable”6 

 Lets take some time in prayer on this  
 
 
❖ Mark 4:20 (NLT) 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who 
hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!”  

  

                                                           
6 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 130). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans; Apollos. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcmark?ref=Bible.Mk4.3-9&off=4599&ctx=les+to+do:+to+hear!+~Discipleship+is+not+

