
PERSEVERENCE IN SUMMER     28/8/16 
 

 
Proverbs 24:30-34 
 
30 I went past the field of the sluggard, 
    past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; 
31 thorns had come up everywhere, 

    the ground was covered with weeds, 
    and the stone wall was in ruins. 
32 I applied my heart to what I observed 

    and learned a lesson from what I saw: 
33 A little sleep, a little slumber, 
    a little folding of the hands to rest-- 
34 and poverty will come on you like a bandit 
    and scarcity like an armed man. 
 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 
  
 7 "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 

    whose confidence is in him. 
 
8 He will be like a tree planted by the water 
    that sends out its roots by the stream. 
  It does not fear when heat comes; 

    its leaves are always green. 
  It has no worries in a year of drought 
    and never fails to bear fruit."
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INTRO 
 

We are paying visits to a vineyard; a visit for each of the seasons. 
We are also following the observations and insights of Wayne Jacobsen, Christian 
author, who was raised on his father’s vineyard in California.  

 
The process that we are following suggests to me that when Jesus used parables as 
a basis for teaching, it wasn’t an offhanded gimmick. In fact, it becomes increasingly 

evident that the environment of life, of our surrounds, resonates with the inner 
depths of our spiritual life and walk. 
The world around us, like the vineyard, is not merely a clipboard from which the 

preacher might draw his illustrations, but is part of the orchestration that is the 
symphony of life. 
 

Today it is summer in the vineyard. 
 
1. FRUIT FROM THE HEAT OF SUMMER. 

 
The days have grown longer, hotter. 
Focus moves from the leaves to the now emerging fruit beneath. 

It is a time that will test the depths of the roots; that will test whether the farmer 
has provided the necessary irrigation to not merely sprinkle the surface, but to 

nourish deep roots. 
 
It can be a harsh time, but harsh or brutal times are not of themselves an indication 

of spiritual downturn. They are simply a season of growth. 
 
To ripen, the grapes need a certain number of sunlight hours over 25°C; warm days, 

hot days. 
But the heat that makes for ripening also stresses the vine. Too much heat can sap 
the vine of its strength and even diminish the quality of the fruit. 

Summer in the vineyard models one of the paradoxes of our faith - faithfulness rises 
out of a hostile climate. 
 

In other words, it takes the seasons of trouble, of persecution, of suffering to 
complete the climate that will make for mature fruit. 
We would rather talk of prosperity, of blessing, of abundant even comfortable living. 

Yet every major voice in the New Testament underscores the reality that our faith 
flourishes in a hostile climate; faith needs to face adversity. 
 

One of the reasons that it is a good thing to receive the mail-outs from those who 
keep us updated on the state of the persecuted church around our world, is the 
consistent reminder that faith, like fruit, grows in the heat. 

 
It makes it a little more possible to comprehend the message, “Consider it pure joy, 
my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds.” (James 1:2) 

Because pain and suffering are enjoyable? Of course not! 
No, the one cause for rejoicing is the knowledge of what such seasons produce. 
Faith under test produces perseverance, and perseverance takes promise to 

completion. 
 
Scripture makes clear that God promises that we will never meet a trial greater than 

we can endure. He provides a way to escape the evil in it and overcome it by his 
grace. 



 3 

When you feel the heat coming on, think like the farmer -  keep on thinking fruit! 
 

2. ENEMIES OF MATURITY. 
 
If you have a mind to grow something, anything that produces a crop, you find 

yourselves with a whole new bunch of visitors - enemies of the crop. 
Not necessarily big or fearful, some are attractive like the moths that lay hundreds 
of eggs in the vines. 

 
We had a small blueberry bush in a pot - it grew well in Sydney and amazingly well 
in Canberra, considering we gave it little attention, and it produced a surprisingly 

healthy burst of blueberries. Well the local magpies thought they were wonderful for 
dessert.  
We decided that for the cause of happy relations with the birdlife, they could have 

the blueberries. 
 
The farmer trying to make a livelihood from his vineyard will not welcome the 

enemies. They may come as caterpillars that can devour leaves at such a rate that 
the greenery is turned to skeletons, just the veins of the leaves remaining. 
 

Our Enemy, Satan is opposed to our goal of moving towards maturity, and will 
launch offensives on many fronts. 

What’s happening in the vineyard in summer? The vineyard is attacked at various 
levels... 
Enemies attack the roots, perhaps as weeds unchecked, or parasites, nematodes 

living on the roots. Our Enemy wants to destroy our lifeline by dislodging our 
affection and attention to the Lord. He will use anxiety and worry, greed and envy, 
comfort and complacency to attack the roots of our faith.  

[Last week, the thief goes for what is most valuable]. 
Aside from the roots, the leaves on the vines are under attack from insects and 
mites. 

 
In our spiritual life, what is the outworking of God’s life? …Our obedience. 
Our Enemy will do all He can to obstruct our obedience to the Lord: through 

temptation and distraction, pride and self-centred independence - all chewing away 
at our responsiveness to God’s work in us; trying to attack our resolve to live an 
obedient life. 

 
It’s not only roots, and leaves in the vineyard, but also the fruit itself which is under 
attack from fruit fly, worms, birds and mildew. 

Can that not also happen to the fruit that the Spirit is forming in us? Fruit of the 
Spirit. 
Just as we are learning love, patience and kindness, the Enemy orchestrates 

circumstances to discourage and defeat us - to convince us that we will never be 
fruitful in our spiritual lives, so why bother trying. 
 

In the vineyard the farmer has his strategies - what is the strategy in our spiritual 
vineyard? 
Repentance. 

As we humble ourselves before God, the Enemy finds nowhere to gain a foothold.  
The Enemy cannot abide a soul who is kneeling in repentance before God.  
 

Give place in your devotional times, in our worship times, in your daily walk 
to “walk humbly before your God”. 
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3. HAVING DONE ALL... 
 

The summer eventually comes slowly to an end. Two weeks to harvest. The vineyard 
is in its final stages of production. The fruit is ripening, making measurable gains in 
sugar content every day. 

Wayne asks, where do you imagine the farmer would be? Prowling the fields? 
Battling the unending insects or weeds? Fretting about unseen troubles that may be 
lurking? 

 
His answer is perhaps a little curious… 
“In those few weeks before harvest the family would go camping in the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains”. Unbelievable? That his father should take the family to enjoy 
the beautiful Californian forests? 
“Well, the fact is that whatever he hadn’t done before this moment wasn’t going to 

make a difference anyway. 
By this time the fruit was going to ripen no matter what we did. So we went 
camping.” 

 
A good farmer has a firm grasp of where his work ends and God’s begins. 
Planting, watering, cultivating, feeding, pruning, yes. 

But only God can make things grow. 
 

We are not responsible for results in the vineyard - God is. 
We are not givers of life, nor can we make growth happen. 
 

Wayne says, ‘my father is the most patient man I know. He has a keen sense of 
what is his responsibility and what is God’s - and he flatly refuses to take over 
God’s. 

When the rains came and destroyed his crop one harvest, his faith in God never 
flinched. I would have lain awake at night fretting or pacing the patio and rebuking 
the storm, but I never saw my Dad do any such thing. Instead he simply threw up 

his hands, cocked his head with a smile and said, “What else can I do?”’ 
 
“After you have done everything... stand.” Eph. 6:13 

 
Wayne reminds us that sometimes we are shaped by modern thinking (city thinking) 
that if things aren’t going our way it is because we aren’t trying hard enough. 

However, when you work with growing things you have to be patient. You do your 
part and let God do His and try not to get the two confused. 
 

There is a difference between being diligent, faithful, and becoming self-reliant, self-
condemning. 
Sometimes the best thing to do is to just stand firm - to wait patiently for God to do 

His work in our lives, through our service. 
 
 

4. SOFTER AND SWEETER. 
 
The harvest is almost here! 

The clusters of fruit now hang heavy on the vines; they weigh down the branches, 
strain the supporting wires. 
If you were tempted to pluck a grape and pop it in your mouth expecting succulent 

sweetness you would be in for major disappointment. 
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The tartness would pucker your lips and the hardness would set your teeth on edge. 
The grapes look ripe but they are not ready for harvest yet. It will take a few more 

weeks of maturing for the fruit to turn soft and sweet. 
 
In the final days before harvest, the leaves are working hard to pump the grape 

bunches full of sugar; lifting the sugar content such that you could taste the 
changing sweetness on a daily basis. The influx of sugar also softens the pulp inside 
the grape. In another week or two, when you bite through the firm outer skin, the 

juicy sweetness will explode in your mouth. 
 
Perhaps, early in our spiritual walk, in the midst of promise and struggle, we might 

find our spirits hard, even with a measure of arrogance. We are relying much on our 
own efforts to accomplish the work. Later we discover that God changes our hearts, 
softening them with humility and gentleness; sweetening them with lovingkindness. 

 
When we mix with brothers and sisters in Christ, we notice and recognize the 
attractiveness of one in whom the fruit of the Spirit is ripened and matured - love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.   
 
We also recognize that these are not qualities that are desired or encouraged by the 

world around us. …Don’t show weakness, know what you want and make a grab for 
it, because no-one is going to make way for you. If you are not tough, then you are 

weak. 
These are the rules for success!  
…unless you are Jesus. …unless you are a follower of Jesus. 

Jesus’ life demonstrated an inner peace that others could not destroy. He was kind 
to the outcast and took advantage of no-one, not even his own disciples. 
In the face of conflict, of false accusations, of deliberate injustice he demonstrated 

the gifts of the Spirit. 
Yet none called him a wimp; rather they were stunned by his authority though he 
never enforced his will on anyone. 

 
Remember when James and John wanted to call down fire from heaven on a 
Samaritan village who had rejected Jesus - “We’ll show them who’s boss!” 

One can imagine Jesus smiling as he shook his head. Still kids, he thought. 
Like a farmer who bites into an early season grape - “No, they’re not quite ready 
yet”. 

 
When sweetness settles on your heart, when the softness of the love that flowed 
from Jesus is flowing from me and from you, from us all, then the summer is done, 

let the harvest begin! 
 
 

 
[Pray] 


