
THE PROMISE OF SPRINGTIME     21/8/16 
 

 
Song of Songs 2:11-13a 
 
11 See! The winter is past; 
    the rains are over and gone. 
 
12 Flowers appear on the earth; 
    the season of singing has come, 
  the cooing of doves 

    is heard in our land. 
 
13 The fig tree forms its early fruit; 

    the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. 
 
Isaiah 55:6-11 

  
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 

 
7 Let the wicked forsake his way 

    and the evil man his thoughts. 
  Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

 
8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways," 

      declares the LORD. 
 
9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
10 As the rain and the snow 
    come down from heaven, 
  and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 
  and making it bud and flourish, 
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
    It will not return to me empty, 

  but will accomplish what I desire 
    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
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INTRO  
 

Wayne Jacobsen, Christian author, was raised on a Californian vineyard; his father’s 
vineyard. We are following him and his reflections on that vineyard through the 
seasons, with ears and eyes open to the pointers to the true Vine and our Heavenly 

Father, the true Gardener. 
I also recounted last week that vines and vineyards seem to be a recurring theme as 
God leads me, and I related the occasion when He had a specific word to Michele 

and to me in a church we visited some 14 years ago. 
Perhaps you have lived in a house with a vine on the property or nearby… 
 

 
1. CLEAN BEGINNINGS. 
 

It is springtime in the vineyard. Let’s make our way there… 
As we enter the vineyard, perhaps the first thing we notice is how tidy and uniform it 
appears. Look around in your mind’s eye. The vineyard is at its best. Trimmed over 

winter, each plant is tied to the long, straight rows of glistening wire. 
The flexible new canes and minute leaves are beginning to show. See how the 
sunlight picks up the vivid, light green of the tiny leaves, each perfect.  

Everything is satisfyingly clean, ready for the fruitful season ahead. 
 

We read in the early part of the description of the vineyard in John 15 (where Jesus 
declares: “I am the true vine”) that He begins with a reference to pruning and 
trimming.  

Perhaps the disciples wondered where they fitted in;  
“What does He think of me? Am I to be cut off?” 

Gently and assuredly, Jesus pronounces their safety:  

“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.” 15:3 
 
Jesus wasn’t asking fruitfulness of them that day. This was springtime not harvest.  

This was the season of preparation, of being ready. 
 
It all begins with a fresh start, with a clean beginning. 

The gospel does that; the word of salvation - God’s forgiveness to a sinful race. 
And as we respond we are made clean through Christ, we are given a fresh start.  
 

Conversion is always our first spring. We are made new! New creatures; new life 
enters by the Spirit of the risen Christ. 
However, this is not the only spring we experience in the kingdom. There will be 

other times when God renews us with promise and vision. 
 
What did Jesus say to his disciples? “You are already clean”. Is that the word of the 

Saviour to you? Have you experienced the ‘first springtime’ of new life in Christ? You 
can have that fresh start today, right now... 
 

Or is He calling you to a fresh start as we enter a new season as a church? 
Fruitfulness is to come, but it arises out of the depths of our friendship with Jesus. 
Are you confident that you are secure in His presence?  

 
Look around in your life, and see if there are obstacles that the Spirit is pointing out, 
that are in the way, that will be impediments to the season ahead. 

It is time for a clean start. 
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2. BURST OF LIFE. 
 

In the vineyard, the miracle of life, of nourishment flowing through roots, trunk and 
branches is silently taking place. 
Sometimes, early in the spring, before the vine finally shoots, you can see a small 

drop of sap hanging on the end of each trimmed cane, glistening like a row of 
diamonds.  
The sap is what the vine gives to the branch to make it fruitful, to make it alive! 

And the branch must be part of the vine - not just nearby or hanging on. 
We must be linked to our Lord in a way that nourishes our lives. 
“If you remain in me and my words remain in you...” 

 
How does God speak; and how do we hear, as followers of Jesus, or as a community 
of followers? The answers will help to inform how we are structured as a church, 

how we make decisions together as community... how do we listen to God? 
 
For now, we need to affirm that God reveals Himself and His will by His Scriptures. 

These have been given for us to read, to study, to understand, to obey. If you are 
feeling under-nourished spiritually, can I ask how much time and priority you are 
giving to feeding on the Word of God? 

I believe He speaks also through the Holy Spirit, who will apply Scripture, interpret 
Scripture and guide a seeking heart in ways that are pleasing to God. 

 
As we visit the vineyard in springtime, we can note that grapevines are never the 
first to herald the spring. When we lived in Camden there was a small orchard of 

peach trees, just as you crossed from Camden into Elderslie. We often marveled how 
early they flowered. It seemed winter was still dragging its boots and yet there, on 
what may have been a chilly morning, would be an array of pink blooms. Some trees 

bloom early. 
 
The vine takes its time, as though not willing to send out its tender buds until the 

danger of frost is past. Then one day as if on cue, the vines suddenly explode into 
new life. If you stand and look down the vineyard row you can see the faintest tint 
of green as the leaves curl out of the broken bud and aim skyward. Soon, watered 

by spring rains and enjoying the ever-warming sun, a bright green canopy crowns 
the rows of vines. 
 

Move in and look closer and see that every leaf is fresh and clean, and that 
underneath the tiny white blossoms are emerging, promise of a bountiful harvest. 
 

There are such days, such seasons in our spiritual lives where it seems we touch the 
presence of God at every turn, hear his voice with clarity, find no circumstance too 
daunting for our faith. Life is fresh and eager. 

We look with excitement and vision towards the future, confident in God’s ability to 
bring our hopes to pass. Each day is a fresh adventure in God’s grace. 
But in the vineyard it is also a time of vulnerability and danger - a late frost, a freak 

hailstorm, an assault of weeds or insects can seriously threaten the anticipated 
harvest. 
We too have an Enemy and he is organized to distract us in the heady times. It 

doesn’t take much. A nagging unmet need, a persistent dominating sin, a major 
disappointment, or even an unkind word from another believer can destroy our joy if 
we let it. 
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Instead of staying with the promise, we can be distracted by an unhealthy 
preoccupation even with the good things of life - an effective ministry, promotion at 

work, new child or new home. 
And months later we wonder what happened to the promise. 
 

God has not changed. 
His purpose has always been our fruitfulness. 
 

Scripture points out that the Enemy is not satisfied to merely distract, he wants to 
plunder, to rob us of that which is most valuable. 
Perhaps you have an experience of being robbed or burgled – we do! 

 Skilled thieves go for what is most valuable. 
Question… What counts the most? 

Gal.5:6   “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 

Heb.11:6   “...without faith it is impossible to please God...”  
 
Satan is the thief, and he is after what counts most! 

 
The farmer will guard his vineyard against the dangers that it faces, lest he lose the 
harvest. 

Our faith is top of the list of our Enemy, and needs to be guarded and nourished.  
 

 
3. TRAINING BRINGS RESULTS. 
 

Vines sprawl. 
The vine, if left to itself, sprawls out everywhere. Certainly I have noticed this in 
homes where we have had a vine growing – Adelaide, Canberra. 

So in the vineyard. The vine grows as it will, and not all of this growth is good; some 
just saps the strength of the plant with little purpose. 
 

Now if your vine exists just to cover an unsightly fence, or to decorate a courtyard, 
then maybe it doesn’t matter. 
But the farmer is growing vines for fruitfulness. 

Nor does Jesus choose and save for cosmetic reasons... 
Remember, to His disciples Jesus said: 
“I chose you and put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that won’t spoil” 15:16 

 
For the farmer that means removing those new canes called suckers emerging from 
the base of a vine... Sometimes removing some grape bunches so that the 

remaining ones grow larger and sweeter...  
The most vital training, however is that done with the new vines just entering their 
first growing season. The farmer begins by tearing off every shoot that grows from 

the leaf joints of the new vine (we do the same with tomato plants). His aim is a 
single long branch, with all of the vine’s energy concentrated on strengthening it. 
Because, remember, the reason the vine exists is to bear fruit. 

 
We are disciples. A disciple of Jesus is one willing to be discipled - we also get the 
word discipline from the same root. 

God will align our lives with his plans, our character with his character. 
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces 
a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  Heb. 

12:11 
 



 5 

Our Gardener is shaping us... maybe He prompts us to call a friend in need – He is 
shaping us towards loving sensitivity. Or He shows us that He expects us to resist 

reacting to a hurt with another hurt, and we are nudged towards showing 
forgiveness, towards nurturing patience. 
He is discipling us, but discipline is not always comfortable and we don’t always like 

it. 
And there are times we resist, or try to ignore, or we rationalize our interpretations 
of God’s voice to suit our own ambitions.  

When that happens, the Gardener becomes a little more insistent. 
 
But don’t misunderstand. 

Discipline may be uncomfortable or even painful, but it is not punishment. God is, in 
discipline, both nurturing and guiding towards fruitfulness. 
 

Neither is it legalism, as if we must jump through hoops, satisfy all the rules and 
regulations to achieve acceptance and status before God. 
We don’t earn our place on the vine. 

 
One more springtime observation… 
4. PATTERNS OF CARE. 

 
Apparently in springtime, the vineyard can almost take care of itself. That is to say it 

grows without the farmer really needing to do anything to it. 
The rain waters it, 
The soil nourishes it. 

The weeds are still too small to really threaten it. 
 
So what does the farmer do in springtime, apart from training the young vines? 

Well, one day you might see him on his tractor plowing down new weed sprouts or 
spreading fertilizer beneath the vines. You might see him with a shovel scooping 
away small weeds from under the vine, or clipping off a sucker. 

 
The farmer, you see, is looking ahead to summer when the weeds will be much 
larger and able to choke the vine. The fertilizer, the food, will nourish the vine and 

strengthen it to endure the long haul of fruit-ripening ahead. 
 
Patterns of care. 

 
Patterns of care are best established early, even when things are going well. 
I know that my spiritual disciplines are at their weakest when life is cruising. 

It is when storm clouds gather that I clear space for more intensive time in reading 
Scripture and in prayer. 
I don’t think I’m Robinson Crusoe. 

 
Complacency is the greatest danger we face when God blesses us in the springtime. 
It is the season of promise. 

There can be long days between promise and fulfilment. Those are the days when 
the process of transformation takes place - when we need to develop patterns of 
relationship for the future. 

It may be springtime in the vineyard, but spring will not last forever. 
Come next week and we will welcome the next season. 
 

[Pray] 


